
~TATE BOARD OF EDUCATION: Duly authorized agency to receive Federal 
Social Security Funds for health work in 
Mo . 

March 12, 1936. 

tdss Katharine F. Lenroot, 
U.~ . Department ot Labor, 
Children's Bureau, 
tashiugton, Uissouri. 

Dear ~ss Lenroot: 

·-

This department is in receipt ot your letter request-
ing an opinion as to the t ollorring state of facts: 

I 

"You are tam.ili'ar i th the recent 
corr~spondenee by letter and b7 
telegraph between this office and 
yours ith reference to the question 
ot the State agency in issouri 
which is authorized to receive Fed­
eral funds tor administration, 
under title V of the ~ocial ~ecurity 
Act . I have been adYised that it 
is your opinion that the J t a te Board 
ot Education is constituted by law as 
the duly authorized agency tor receiv­
ing and disbursing such funds on the 
request or that Department charged 
with immediate administration ot the 
particular pl ans. 

"The Solicitor of Labor has asked tor 
a copy ot your opinion or opinions 
on this question. I should like 
further to ask you directly whether 
in the face ot section 143 of the a ct 
ot Uarch 18, 1933 and section 1 of 
the ACt or ~y 2, 1933, the dtate 
Board ot ~duoation or any other state 
agency has the power to receive and 
to disburse :n·ederal funds on the 
voucher ot other vtate departnents. " 
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dection 1, Laws of o . 1933, p. 415, to which you refer 
in your ~etter, is not, in our opinion, pertinent to the 
question here under consideration, as t hat section has t o do 
with fees, tunds and moneys r e ceived by any depar~ent or board 
by virtue ot any law, rule or regulation ~ade in accor dance 
~ith any law~t the St ate or ~i saouri, and does not appl y t o 
tunds derived by devi~e , bequest, donation, gitt or assignment. 

~ection 643, Laws ot ~. 1933, p . 2~2 provides: 

"\7henever any devise, beques t, 
donation, gift or ass ignment 
of money , bonds or choses in 
action, or of any property, real, 
personal or mixed, shall be made 
or offer ed t o be uade t o t his state , 
t he 3t ate Bo~rd of uducation , a s 
constitut ed by la., , JLall be and 
ur c h.ereby autboz·ized to r e ceive 
and accept the oa:::J.e ou such t ertJ.S , 
condi tions and limitations as may be 
agreed upon be t ween t he gr antor , 
donor or ass i gnor of said oroperty 
and said offi cials constituting 
said Board , so that t he right and 
t itle to shall pass to and vest 
in this ~tate; and all such property 
so vest ed in t his s t ato and the 
proceeds t hereof ~hen collected, 
may be appr opriated for educational 
purposes , or for such other purposes 
as the l egisla ture ma7 direct. The 
i ntention of this a ct is to abolish 
the commission her et ofore created 
to accept devises , bequests , donations, 
gifts or assignment s of money , bonds 
or choses i n a ction, or of a ny 
property, r eal, personal or mixed, 
and t o t ransfer such duties to the 
J t a t e Board of ~ucation. " 

It ia this section of our l aws t hat we deem to be per­
tinent to the situation here presented. It will be noticed that 
in t his statute it is provided t hat "and all such property so 
vested in this state and the proceeds t hereof when collected, 
may be appropriated tor educational purposes , or tor such other 
purposes as t he legislature may d1r eot " . This is not a mandator7 
provi sion, howeTer , and it is our opinion that t he J t a t e Board 
of ~ucation as constituted by law is the duly authorized state 
agency to r eceive the Federal wocial ~ecurity bunds for health 
work in .usaouri. 
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It is our further opinion that these funds s hould be 
accepted by t he dtate Board of ~ucation subject to the plan 
tor maternal and child health in issouri, and disbursed by said 
Board accordi ng to said plan. 

APPROVED : 

Jl7H: AH 

.aof kcKI'!'TB!Cl, 
Attorney General. 

Respectfully submit ted, 

.TOhL4 t, . hOlb'MAU, J r . , 
Assistant Attorney General . 


