SCHUOLS: Postage may be purchased from the appropriation to
teacher-tralning if such postage 1s used 1n the
inspection and supervision of teacher-training.

\, Lecember 31, 1936; -3\

a FILED

Honorab'e Lloyd W. Xing
State Superintendent
Department of Public Schools
Jefferson City, !issouri

Dear Mr, King:

This is to acknowledge your letter as follows:

"This Department needs money to buy
postage for work in supervision of
teacher-trainin; high schools in this
state. At this time, we have on hand
sufficient money in the appropriation
for the purchase of the necessary
postage.

"iJould it be proper for this Department
to purchase stamps from the appropria-
tion made for high school teacher-traini
ag provided in Section 9405, R, S., 19297

Article 7, Chapter 57, relates to "Special State
Ald for High Schools and Teacher-Training Courses." Section
0406 of sald artiele and chapter provides in part as follows:

"The appropriation provided for the
instruction of pupils in the sclence
and practliee of rural school teach=-

ing and the teaching of elementary
agriculture, may be expended in part
for the inspection and supervision

of such instruetion by the state super-
interndent of public schools # # # %
and the expense of such inspection and
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supervision shall be paid ocut of
said appropriation on vouchers
certified by the state superint:ond-
ent of public schocls."

Ihe 58th General Assembly appropriated moneys
for teacher-training in high schools for the bie nium 19356
and 1936, Section 57, Laws of Mlssouri, 1935, page 113, reads
as follows:

"Peachers Tralning in high sehools.
-=-There is hercby appropriated out
of the 3State Treasury chargeable

to the general revenue fund, the sum
of Thirty-I'ive Thousand Dollars
($35,000,00), for the purpose of
carrying into eff'ect the provisions
of Artiecle VII, Chapter 57, of the
Revised Statutes of Hissouri, 1929,
which provides for teacher-training
work in high schools, provided,
however, in the event the funds
appropriated herein are insuffi-
clent to pay the apportiomment in
full as provided by law; they shall
be pro-rated to schools in pro-rata

proportion,"

You will note that $35,000,00 has been appropriated
for the express purpose of carrying into effect the provisions
of Article 7, Chapter 87, supra. Section 2405 provides that
the appropriation for teacher~training may be expended in part
for the insvection and supervision of suech instruection. Mo
doubt it becomes necessary to use posta e for inspection
and supervision. Suiflce 1t to say that moneys should only
be expended 1or posta e when the postaze is used in further-
ance of teacher-training, In other words, postage should not
be purchased from the aprropriation for teacher-tralning
if suveh postage is to be used in carryng out other functions
of your Department.

The Supreme Court of liissourl, en banc, in State
v. Thompson et al., 85 8. W. (2d4) 595, had before it for
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determination a question similar to the one you present,

The court held that moneys could be expended from the
teacher-training appropriation for supervision and inspection
if such related to teacher-training. However, 1f the expendi-
ture of the appropriation does mot relate to teacher-training,
as to inspectlion and supervlision, then any money expended
from thg appropriation would be illegal. The court said

(pe. 601):

"Under the application of the doc=
trine enunclated above, the inclusion
in printing bill C (count 3 of the
petition, of the items admittedly
having no connection with teachers'
training was an obvious and inexcus~
able error, while all other items in
suit were properly for the determi-
nation of the trial jJjudge."

From the avove it is our opinion that if postage
is needed and used for work in inspection and supervision of
teacher-training high schools that such may be purchased from
the appropriation found at page 113, Section 57, Laws of
Missouri, 19365. lowever, the postage nmst be used in the
furtherance of teacher-training,

Yours very truly,

James L, HornBostel
Assistant Attorney-General

APPROVED:

3 - E - T]EY iJm:
(Acting) Attorney-General
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