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TAXATION: Cost of publishing delinquent list to be paid out 

of County Treasury. 
, 

/ Januarr 29, 1936. 

Honorable Alvin H. Juergonamcyer 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Warren County 
Warrenton, Uiaaouri 

Dear Sir: 

Aokno ledgment is herewith made of your request 
for an opinion or this office on the following matter: 

MThe County Collector advertioes land 
for sale under the delinouent tax law. 
The land doos not bring the amount of 
the t axea the first time advertised 
and 1 t will be sold again next year. Is 
the newspaper ent~tled to its pay when 
the land is advertised or must the 
newnpaper walt until the land ia sold 
before the advertisement 1s paid tor? 

It the newspaper is paid no~, doea 
the County Court advance this money for 
the Collector, or who pays the newspaper?H 

The ")Ublication of delinquent 11at o of lands and 
lots was originally rov1ded for in Section 9962b, page 
j30, Laws of K1 ssour1 1933, as an integral p t of the 
Jones- u er Act . B,y an examination of thi s ~ection it will 
be seen th ... t tho expense o'f such 1 rlnting wee to be paid 
by the purchaser of the land sold and the cost of such 
printing was to be prorated and taxed as costs ot the sale. 
There was no provision wha tsoever tor t ho t aAing of these 
costs against tho c ounty or f or the county advancing to 
the newspaper the cost of thi s publication. 
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This office in an opi nion to the Missouri Democrat, 
da ted Augu st 18 , 1933, hel d th~t under the provisions of that 
Section the expense of publication of the list of delinquent 
lots c ould not be charged to the county and that the county 
court had no authority to pay such costs out of the general r evenue . 

However, the Fifty-eigpt h Gener al Assembly oassed Senate 
Bi ll 57, whi ch bec ame operative before it was necessary to pub­
l ish the l ist of delinquent lands and lots in the f all or 1935. 
This act, found a t page 402, Laws of Ui ~ souri 1935, amended 
Section 9962b , by s triking out the l a s t line of t hat section 
and enacting in lieu thereof the following sentence : 

•The expens e or such printing shall 
be pai d out of the county treasury 
and shall not exceed the r a t e fixed 
1n the county printing contract~ if 
any, but in no event to exceed une 
Dollar for each description, which 
cos' of printing t the r a t e paid by 
the county shall be t axed as part 
of the cos t s of the s ale of any l and 
or lot contained i n such l i s t.w 

The Legi slature could have had but t wo t hings in mind 
by making this change . Fir s t, t o make it unnecessary tor the 
publica tion to walt for its cos t s until the taxes had been paid, 
together wit h costs, and s econd, to pr ovide ~hat the cos t of 
such printing be advanced out of the County Treasury, the County 
receiving reimbur sement therefore when and if the costs are 
collected. The s ection i s silent as t o exactly when the news­
paper is entitled to r eceive i ts pay . Ho~everi ther e should 
be l ittle question as to t~R matter . It shou d receive its 
compensa tion a r easonable time a f t er proof or publication is 
made, or as soon thereaft er as t he county has ~ds available 
under the budget act tor the payment of t his expense . 

CONCLUSION. 

In view of t he foregoing, it i s the ooi n1on of this 
office th£t the cost of the newspaper publication is t o be 
paid for from the c ounty treasury, out or the gener al r evenues 
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or the county and that the newspaper is t o recei ve its com­
pensation a t a r easonable time after proof or publication is 
made and the account has been presented to the County Court 
for approval , provided the county has funds available tor the 
payment of that class of claim. 

APPROVED: 

JOHN w. HOF~UAN, Jr., 
(Acting) Attorney General 
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