
TAXA'l'ION: When american Legion is exempt from taxation. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - -

August 20, 1936. 
F l L E 0 ;r; 

Mr . w. c. Jeffries 
Acsesaor for Camden Countr 
Camdenton. Missouri 

Dear Sirl 

~e acknowledge receipt of your request for an 
ooinion under date or August 18• 1936• which r eads 
as follows: 

"Pl ease look up and aee if property 
owned b7 American Legion ia taxable ... 

Article x_ Section 6, Missouri Constitution pro­
vides what property is exempt and what property ia 
subject to exemption from taxation in Missouri. ibis 
s ection reads aa followa: 

•The property. real and personal, o~ 
the State, counties and otber municipal 
corporations, and cemeteries, shall be 
exempt :f'rom ta:u.t ion. Lots in incor­
porated cities or towns, or within one 
mile of the limits or &nJ' such city or 
town, to the extent of one acre, and 
lota one mile o~ more distant from such 
c i tiea or towns, to the extent of five 
aorea, with the buildings thereon, ma7 
be exempted rrom taxation, when the 
same are used excluaively for religious 
worship, f or schools, or for purposes . · 
purely charitable J alao, such propert7, 
real or personal, as may be used ex­
clusivel y tor agricultural or horti­
cultural societies: Provided, That 
such exe~tiona &all be only by gen­
eral law. 

\Te look to the general law and aee what tbe Legia­
lature aaa done . Section 9743~ 3 . s. Mo . 1929 waa paaaed 
pursuant to the above constitutional prov1aiona, and reada 
in part1 
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"* * * *81xt~ lota in incorporat ed 
citiea or to~, or withtn one mile 
ot the limits of aDJ such e1t7 or 
town, to the extent or one acre, and 
lots one mile or more distant from 
such cities or towna, to the extent 
of five acres, with the buildings 
thereon, when the same are uaed ex­
elusively f or relig ious worship, far 
schools or for purposes pure17 chari­
table, shall be exempted from t axa­
tion for state, count7 or local pur­
poses." 

The American Legion ex1ats aa a corporation b7 an 
Act of Oongreaa, and the Act of incorporation may be 
found in United States Statutes at Large, P• 284• Sa14 
!ct expreaal7 proTidea that mellberahip ia limited to 
those who eerved in the Great War, and the articles ~ 
incorporation declare the purpose of' the organization to 
be as followsa 

"sec. S• That the purpose of thia 
corporation shall bea ~o promote 
peace and good will among tbe peoplea 
of the United Statos and all the 
nations of tho earth; to preserve 
the memories and the incidents of the 
great war of 1917•1918, to cement the 
ties of love and comradeship born o~ 
service; and to consecrate the efforts 
of ita meabers to mutual helpfulness 
and service to their eountr7•" 

CONCLUSI ON• 

It could not be s eriously disputed that the American 
Le~ion ia an institution of purel7 public char1t7 within 
the meaning of Article X* Section 6 of the Missouri Con• 
st1tut1on and Section S74S R• s. Ko• 1929• 

Vie are of the opinion that it or1g1nated aa a char!_. 
table institution• As such. it 1a entitled to constitu­
tional. and statuto17 exempt ions f'rom taxation u thq 
relate to exempting real eatate belonging to said corpor­
ation and used for the purpose of the fJpgan1zation. 
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\le are of the opinion tbat any lot belonging to 
the American Legion, located in an incorporated city 
or town in I41.s souri, or within one mile of the 11m1ta 
of an~ such city or town, to the extent ot one acre, 
and lots on o mile or more distant f roE such cities or 
t owns, t o the extent of f ive acre•~ with the buildtnga 
thereon, when us od •~elusively ~or organizat i on purposes, 
are exempt from taxation. 

For any addi t ional real est ate, and tor all personal 
property, t he American Legion is subject to taxation in 
Missouri• The exempt i on is s pecifically limited to acre­
age and t o exclusive charitable usee. Tba eonatit~ional 
and stat utorr exemption is not a license tor the American 
Legion or any ot her charitable organizat ion to uae an7 
part of their property for commercial nurposea and fin­
ancial gain and at the aame time be entitled to tax 
exemRtion. 

Reapectful~y submitted 

111· ORR SAWXERS 
Assistant Attorney General. 

APPROVED1 

JOHI \f. HOFFUAI, Jr. 
{Acting) Attorney General. 

WOS:H 


