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· Rb CORDbR : Re eorder ' s fee f or recording r eal estate 
deeds· 

February 20, 1936. 
----

~.rr . Duf'fey J . Hudnall 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
and Lx- Officio J ecorder 
ttompbis, W.ssour1 

Dear Sir: 

Wo acknowledge your roquost f or an opinion dated 
Januncy 50, 1936, \'1hi.ch r ends as follows: 

"Uill you please advise me as to the 
corroet way to inde% the enclosed 
example of a nsbDriff's Deed 1n 
Partition, " and t he charge for indox­
ing it. 

"Under Section 11804 Revised Statutes 
of U!ssouri 1929• a recorder is al­
lowod a fee of 10¢ f or ~ng and 
prosorving direct and inverted indoxee 
to every book conta~g deeds affect­
ing r eal estat e . 

"If there aro several grantors or 
grantees named in a deod or if the 
land concerned i n the deod liea 1n 
sovora1 sect1an8, the deod must be 
indexed several timoe . I a the re­
corder entitl ed to 10¢ for each of 
tbD indexes tba t must be made because 
of the aforoaa1d circ~tanees or 
does a fee ot 10¢ cover charges for 
al~ of the 1ndexee?" 

Section 118~ R. s . llo. 1929, reads in part as fol­
lon: 

"Rocorders shal l b e all.owed fees for 
their services as follows : 

"For recor ding every deed of 
instrument, tor every hundred 
words •• • ••• • ••••••• $ . 10 
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urn additi on to t h e above foe 
f o·r recording deeds, they shall 
be allowed .for recording every 
:such instrUI:lent relating to 
real estate, n fee of ten cents, 
as n compensation t or making and 
preserving direct and inverted 
1Ddexes to every book contain­
ing decd8 a:ffocting real eetate. 
-=~ * * ·:t-" 

COUCLUSIOB. 

The fact that thore are several grantors or 
grantees in a deed for real eatate, and tne fact 
that land desc ribed in a deed f or real estate lies 
1n several sections, ne~essitating tho maki~ of 
several index entries in sovoral oook3 by t he Record­
or, docs not ndd to the statutory foo for such service. 

It is f undamontal that a feo , t o bo allowable to a 
public of ficer, must be provi ded f or in the statutes. 

The _Legislature 1n Section 11804, supra, has pro­
v1~ed n foo in -addition to t he rocord1ng ~· of ten 
cents · (10¢} f or each one hundred {100) words of a deed, 
~ere the deed relates to real estate . Thus the Re ­
corder can loga1ly charge nn addit1o~ ton cents (10¢) 
for recording such an instrument. 

This means that , when t ho recorder is recording 
a real estate deed, be lesally chnrgos ten cents (10¢) 
f or each ono hundred (100) warda , ana. after arriving 
at , tho total# he ad4a t on cent~ (10¢') ··o the total; bis 
~ee ia then computed by the grand total figure. The 
statutes al~ow the recorder to add ten cents (10¢) r or 
each "instrument r elating to real estate"• The s tatute 
does not even hint that ten cent s (lOi) can be added 
f or each time a name or a soct1on o~ land is indexed 
when rocor<:ling a real estate deed. 

Respcct~ully •~tted 

APPROVED : 

\111 . ORR SA\T.L...~S 
Ass1atant Attorney General. 

J OHN w. HOFFJJAlf. Jr. 
(Acting ) Attorney General. 
WOS :H 


