
ELEC?.ION.. Relating to permanent registration in Sedal:.a 

dept ember 30 , 1936 . 

F 1 L E) 
Honorable Frank \:. Hayes, Chairman, 
Pettis Co . Democratic Central Committee, 
vedalia, lissouri. JJ 
Dear 4.lr . liayes : 

This departoent is in receipt o~ your letter 
of September 25, inquiring as follows: 

"Sedalia comes wit hin t he class 
of cities between ten t housand and 
thirty thousand, as provided tor 
undor the r egistration l aws passed 
in 1933 . There seems to be some 
question an to whether there shall 
be a general registration held before 
the !residential election, at whi ch 
ti~e all voters shall be r equired to 
rogister, or whether only those voters 
who have become of age or changed 
their address shall register. I 
a1:1 of' the opinion t hat the persons who 
have previously regis tered need not 
again , unless they have aoved tram 
one precinct to another. 1e will 
have a r egistrat ion here in a short 
t i me and in order to avoid any mis­
understanding and contusion, I wish 
you would have L.r . ~.10Ki ttri ck issue 
a.n opinion on the natter. * ~ * " 

Your letter refers to registration in cities 
ot from 10,000 to 30,000 inhabitants, which is often referred 
to as the permanent registration law of cities of certain 
population. The title of this ~ct, Laws of ko . 1933, p . 239, 
contains the following provision: 

" * * * relating t o the same subject 
matter for towns ot 10,000 to 30, 000 
inhabitants, providi ng tor a syst em 
of permanent registration in said olass 
of cities ~ ~ • • " 
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Se ction 5, Laws of o . 1933, p. 241, contains thia 
provision: 

" In all cities of t his s t a te 
which now conta i n or may here­
aft er contai n 10 , 000 inhabitants 
and l ess t han 30,000 inhabitants , 
at each general election for 
J tate officers , t here shall be 
elected, in ea ch election dis­
tri ct or war d of such cities, 
by t he qualified voters of s uch 
election district or ward, one 
r egistrar of election, who shall 
have the qualificat ions ot an 
elector i n his election district 
or ward and be the owner of real 
estat e in this St ate , and who 
shal l hold office to~ tour years 
and until his successor is el ected 
and qualified * ~ • " 

~action 6a, p . 242 provides: 

"oJaid registrars shall meet and 
hold sessions fo r the purpose of 
r egi s tra tion of voters at all the 
t~es ne cessary as p~ovidcd in 
this net; ~hich said board shall 
also moet ten days prior to any 
gener al , special or primary election, 
or any general, special or pr~ary 
cit y el ection, tor a period of not 
to exceed two days and et l east 
five days before said election for 
the purpose of naking up an 
alphabetically a rranged list of 
the voter s in a book f or each of 
the precincts of each ot the wards 
or districts of their r espectiTe 
cities . " 

secti on 9 ot the a ct, P . 243 is as follows : 

"The board of r egistrars of each 
city conta ining 10,000 and l ean than 
30,000 inhabitant s , shall meet at 
t he city hall, and shall appoint 
days of r egistra tion, not t o exceed 
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three in each election district 
ot said cities, whi ch shall be within 
40 days next pr e ceding the tenth 
day prior to every biennial election; 
the said board shall also appoint, 
at leas t 10 days before any special 
or municipal election or~imary, 
s t a t e , county or city, held in t heir 
said city, days or registration, not 
exceeding t wo , in each el ection 
district of said cities for the 
purposes of such special or municipal 
elections , or state, county or 
municipal primary, at which time 
those who have become entitled to 
register since the last peneral reg­
iatrc.tion, or who have for any cause 
f &iled or neglected to do so , cay 
regist er upon compliance with the 
provisions of this article . All 
recistrati on of voters under this 
article shall be held at the city 
hall , or the place designated for 
the meeting of the common council 
of any such city or place or places 
desi gnated by sai d board of regis­
tr6r s ; and the boar d of registrars 
shall give noti ce or such registra ­
tion an4 the place or places where 
the aaae is t o b~ hol d, by publication 
thereof in a daily newspaper published 
in said city for five days next 
preceding such regist ration. " 

It is our opinion, however, t hat ~action 10 of the 
a ct i s decisive of the question . vection 10 provides: 

uWhenever any person who is 
qualified t o vote has r egi s t er ed 
in any election district, ward, 
or precinct, aud so long as he 
is a qual ified voter of said city, 
his name shall be carried on the 
regi stration books by the board of 
registrars and all per sons who 
now ar e qualified to vote in any 
cit~ under the provisions ot this 
article shall not be again required 
to regist er uhtil t hey have changed 
t heir domicile from the election 
district, ward or preci nct in which 
they a r e l egally regi s t er ed . " 
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COUCl..l.JvlON 

It the City ot ~edalia has complied wit h the provis ions 
of dections 1 to 30 i nclus ive of the permanent r egistration 
l aw (Laws of ~o . 1933t pp . 239- 249), heretofore, or in 1934, 
it is the opinion of this department that it is not necessarT 
for any further r egistration , except ns provided in the 
various sections of the ~ct, especially ~action 9, and that 
t he same constitutes a permanent registration. 

You use t he term "i'residential election" . This, we 
think, is synonycous with the state election. 

. J P .rlOVED : 

0 'fN : .n.B 

Jow. ·-; . to~ 1 LJi , Jr . , 
( ~cting) Attorney General . 

Respectful l y submitt ed, 

O.L~:i:V _;~{ ' NOL.lN, 
Assistant httorney General • 


