
BuAR~ JP HEALTH--BI RTHS : Free b i rth records , w~e~ available , 
are to be furnished fdr use in per­
fecting c laims for Unit ed ~tates 
~oldiers ' pensions . 

Jul.y 9, 1936. 

Honorable Herman s. Oove, Y. D. 
Assistant State Registrar 
State Board of Health 
Jefferson City• K1saour1 

Dear Sir& 

We acknowledg• your request tor an opinion dated 
June 23, 1936~ which reada aa tollowaz 

"We are writing pou tor an opinion 
on a matter tbat bas confronted tbia 
department recently. Veterana 'Who 
were born prior to 1910 have been 
writing us either individually or 
through the various organization• 
aueh aa Veterana' Administrat ion. 
American Red Crose. et~. seeking 
birth cert1tlcatea of theaaelve• 
to be 'WI eel in claiJU . Aa you ma,. 
know. we hav• no recorda prior to 
1910 but in the 1931 legialatur e an 
act waa passed enabling thia department 
to record birtba of persona born 1D 
Missou r1 or now reaidC!l ts ot Mis aour1 
and who were born prior to 1910. "Quot­
ing from Book u . Revised Statutea ot 
Missouri, 1929& 

• ' Section 13884· Free eop1ea o~ 
recorda• Whene"ter a certified eo~ 
or copies of any public record 1Jl 
the state of' lfisS"ouri are required 
to perfect the ela~ of &nJ soldier. 
sailor or carine, in •erv1ce or honor­
abl7 discharged, or any dependent or 
such soldier, sailor or mar!De, for 
a United Statea pension, or aD7 other 
claim upon the .goverDIIlent of the United 
States, they ahall, upon requeet ~ 
furnished by the custodian ot aueh re­
corda without an,- ree or eampeD8ation 
theref'or .• 



•, 

H-on. H. S.Gove 

"We do not have any records pr1o.r te> 
1910 and. must record these birtha 
f:rom a!'f1ds.v1ts presented by the ap­
plieaJ).t• Therefor wov.ld this section 
be applicablce to the prior to 1910 
birthJ 

Sect ion 9054&, Laws ot 1931, P• 230, providet 

~~benever, prior to the taking et'feet 
of this article, -a per son was born 
in the state of W1ssour1 ,_ or a resi­
dent of Ilissou:r1 born outs·ide th1a 
state, such birth me.y b~ regi.stered 
i n the manner aDd aeeordiD.g to, nearly 
as pOssible, the pr~vis~on• of section 
9053 of thi• article, by filling out 
blank reg1st~at1on papers secured from 
the local registrar and filing same, 
.together 11'1 th a: registration fee or 
~.501 with the stat. registrar o~ 
vi.tal atat1'8ttes • Such pap en shall 
contain the •ffidav1ts, sworn to b~ 
fo~e a notary, or at least two per­
sona, knowing the facts. The state 
reg istrar may require further afr1-
dav1ta to establish the truth of' the 
facts endeavored to be made or record 
by the eerti.ficate and -.y withhold 
filing of such btrth clrt1f1eate un­
til his t-equirements are compli-ed 
with• Th& State reg!atrar IU.7 make 
and enf.o~~ appr~priate rule~ aDd 
regulations to ca~ry out this ~ aet 
and prevent rra~ and deception•" 

Section 13884 R. s. roo. 1929• set out in your req\leat 
should be eonatrue4 with Section 9054, SUJr a 1 so that tbe 
pr()V1s1ons of both sect1ona have :roree. 

OONCLUSIOif• 

Where tbe Board ot Health baa recorded an)' btrtha, 
pur.auant -to the Law of 19~1. supre.- the said reecr 4,. like 
all the B~t& other printed reeo~, falls within the 
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liberal provision of Section 138841 aupra, Vi,ner e you 
are r equested for a birth record to be used in perfeet­
ing a cla~ for a United State• Soldier'• pension, it 
is your duty to f'l.U'n1sh satd ree~ without fee, it ,-ou 
have said re~ord, If you do not have aaid record you 
should ao atate, and at the same t1me explain that ~ur 
birth recorda, prio.r to 191.0., are vecr t.eomplete, •• 
the law, 'prior to that time,# did not require eompul&Ol'J 
birth regiat~ation, and th& privilege or recording birtba 
oceuring prior to that date ia only b7 the . l~~ enactment. 

l 
f 

your a very truly 

\'1M. ORR SAl'IIERS 
As.siatant Atto:rne7 General, 

Joat \v • Itdf it~ifAt. Jr. 
(Acting) Attorney Genera1. 

WOStJI 


