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SHERIFF : 
JAI L: 

•' 

Sheriff authorized to purchase suppli es for 
r.ounty Ja il . 

;z.. ~I t1 

Februar y 17. 1936 

ttr . t1 . R. Gibson 
Sheri f f 
Putnam County 
Unionville . Mi s souri 

Dear I.:r. Gi bson: 

Thi s is to acknowledge receipt of 70ur letter 
of February 13. 1936. in which you request an opinion 
f r om this Department . Fr om y our written request-and 
orally. we understand that you desire our opinion as 
t o whether i t is t he dut y ot the Sheriff to purchase 
supplies tor t he County Jail in ·your County or whether 
t he c ounty court may by order assume such responsibili ty 
and make t he purchases i tselt . 

Sections 8524 and 8526. devised Statutes of 
i s souri . 1929 . provide r espectively as follower 

{8524) 
"There s ha l l be kept a nd maint aine d . 
in good and sufficient c ondition and 
repair . a co~~on jail in each county 
within this stata . t o be loca ted at 
the permanent seatof justice for such 
county.• 

(8526 ) 
"The sheriff or each count7 in this 
stat e shall have t he custody. r u le . 
ke eping and charge of the jail wi thi n 
hi s county. and of all the prisoners 
in su ch jail. and may appoint a jail­
er under him. for whose c onduct he 
shall be re sponsible; but no justice 
of the peace shall act as jailer. or 
keeper of an7 jail . during the time 
he shall act as such j ustice . • 
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The latter section gives the sheriff "custody . 
rule , keeping and charge of the jail within hi s county , 
and of all the prisoners in s uch jail-~ Under this 
section the sheriff has t he authority and power, and it 
is his r e sponsibility, t o purchase al l t he necessary 
supplies f or the county jail . 

In an early case on t he s ubjec t . Harkreader v . 
Ver non County, 216 ~o . 696 , 1 . c . 708 , it is said: 

"I t i s written i n the sta t utes t hat 
Jails should be 'kept and maintained 
in a ~ood and sufficient condition,• 
etc . (R. s . 1899 , sec . 8104) , that 
is , ' good and sufficient' in a modern 
sanitary sense , having a n eye to the 
sure results establi shed by scientific 
investigation of the d!sea se · breeding 
effects of filth and bad air . " 

I n t he case of Kansas ::ity oa.n i tary Co . v . t~aclede 
County, 307 .!o . 10 , 2 6 , • : • • 395 , 1 . c . 398 , t he court sa id: 

"Under section 12549 t he jail is 
r equired t o be kept in good and 
sufficient condition and under 
secti on 12551 the sherif f of the 
county has the custody, keeping , 
and charge of t he jail . He therefore 
has full authority to purchase all 
supplie s nece~sar ,/ t o keep such jail 
i n ~ood and sufficient condi tion , 
which include s sanitary condi t ion. 
and needed no a uthorization by the 
county court t o r ender the county 
liable for purchases tor such jail 
for such pur pose . Rarkreader v . 
Vernon County , 216 Mo . 696 , 116 s. w. 
523 . " 

~·he opinion in the above case was quoted fr om o.pprov­
in~ly i n t he ea se of Ha~tond a s t e vens v . Christian County, 
62 ~ . " · ( 2d) 844- 845. 



N.r • • A. R. Gibson Feb . 17 . 19 36 

From the statutes and the aa ove and foregoing 
ca ses· interpreting same. it is our opinion that the 
~eriff has the autho~ity t o purchase t he necessary 
supplies for t he County Jail and he needs no authorization 
or order from the County Court so to do . 

APPR OVED: 

ROY McKIT'J·RICK 
Att or ney- General 

CRH: EG 

Very truly yours . 

COVELL R. BEVli: TT 
Assistant Attorney-General 


