
TAXATION: 

, 

Right to compenAation for improvements by cert iticate 
holder upon improvement s mBde by certifi cate holder . 

FILED Ll/ 
-

Honorable Kelvin Englehart 
Prosecut~ng Attorne7 
Uad1son County 
Fredericktown, Yissour1 

Dear Ur. Englehart: 

Acknowledgment 1s herew1 th made of your comtiUn1cation 
or Januar7 24, 1938~ requesting an opi nion ot this otf1ce 
on the t oll ow1ng ma~ter : 

;"It you have prepared an opi nion on 
the meaning or the l ast provision ot 
the above quo~ed section~ hereinafter 
set out! or it you have not prepared 
an opi n on oh it~ please w.ri~e me 
your opinion as liO its meaning and 
applica tion. 

!he above quoted section provides the 
manner ot payment of iaprovements made 
and erected on land purchased at a 
delinquent t ax sale and the l ast 
provision therein is as follows , to­
wit, ' No compensation shall be allowed 
for imProvements made before the 
expirat1.on of two fears from the date 
of sale tor taxes. Section 9956a, 
Laws 1933, page 437, provides that 
no owner may redeem the land sold for 
taxes , if not redeemed within two 
years tl"oa the time of sale . I do 
not understand t he meaning of the l ast 
provision ot section 9956d when r ead 
i n connec tion with section 9956a. If 
the last provision of section 9956a 
1s followed ther e is no compensation 
at all for 1mproTements made on l ands 
purchased at tax sales. It the pur­
chaser cannot redeem after two years 
from the date of the sale, wb7 1s 
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section 9966d written in the statutes, 
setting out how the owne~ shall com­
pensate the purchaser a t t he tax sale, 
if the owner does not haye to pay for 
improvements t hat were erec ted within 
two years after the date of sale?" 

One place in ~·our communication you have referred to 
Section 9956d. I presume that tha t should read •9956c• , and shall 
reply to your inquirr Gh that supposition. Section 9956a prov!des 
for the redemption or land from tax sale and provides in part: 

N'fhe owner or occupant ot any land or 
lot sold for taxes, or any other per­
sons having an interest therein, may 
redeem the same at any ttme during the 
two years next ensuing, * * •• 

However, I direct attention to the provisions of Section 9956b 
which provides: 

• Infants! id1-ots, insane persons and 
persons n confinement may redeem any 
lands belonging to them sold for taxes, 
within t wo years after the expiration 
ot such disability , in t}l.e same manner 
as provided in the preceding section 
for redemption by other persons. • 

!hue we see ~hat . by this section the redemption period 
in certain cases mi ght be extended materially beyond the 
ordinary expiration date. It might be ten years or more before 
the minor becomes of age and two years thereafter would be allowed 
him within which to redeem the pr"Operty. I>uring that ten years 
or so t he purchaser at the t ax sale might have made Taluable 
and lasting improvements and under the provisions of Section 9"9j6c 
he would be permi ~.;ed to obtain payment ot the reasonable value 
of such improvements. It is quite true tha t thts section closes 
with t his sentence: 

"No compensa tion shall be allowed for 
improvements made before the expiration 
of t wo years from t he da te of sale for 
taxes. 
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It is thus apparent thet the Legis l a ture did not in­
tend that a t ax sale purcha ser could obtain pocsesnion of the 
proDerty under Section 9954a a t the expira tion of one year from 
the date of the sale and make such valuable and l a sting im­
provements ther eon as it woul d make it ~mpossible for the dis­
tressed taxpayer to redeem the land from the sc-le. It is our 
view tha t this is the construction to be placed upon this law 
and that given such cons truction it presents a som ewhat workable 
plan. 

CONCLUSION • 
. 

It i s therefore the opinion of t h1s office that the 
holder of a certificate or purchase cannot obtain payment for 
Taluable and lasting improvements made before the expiration 
of t wo years from the da te of the sale and that such provision 
is consis tent with Sections 9956a and 9956b. 

APPROVED: 

ROY KcKI'l'TRICI 
Attorney General 

HGW: MM 

~ 
117 submitted, 


