SHERIFFS: oSheriffs may purchase sunplies for County
Jail without obtaining a requisition f rom
the County Court, but 1t 1is necessary each
order be certified by the Accounting Officers

September 9, 1936.
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| FILED
Mre Phile. Ge.Deuser, Sheriff / /
Saint Louis County / /
Clayton, Missouri AS A S
Dear Sir:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter
requesting an official opinion under date of August
31, 1936, which reads as follows:

"I desire to ascertain whether I
may purchase my own office supplles
and supplies and materials for the
County Jail and legally have such
purchases allowed by the County .
Court, or vhether I must nake requi-
gition for such supplies and materials
to the County Court through the re-
gular chamnels set up by virtue of
sections 9 to 21, both inclusive of
the Budget Lawe

"Your opinion on this matter will be
sincerely appreciated."

We are enclosing a copy of an opinion rendered
by this office to Mre A. R« Glbson, Sheriff, Putnam
County, under date of February 17, 1936, holding that
"the Sheriff has the authority to purchase the neces-
sarry supplies for the County Jail and he needs no
authorization or order from the County Court so to do.”"

Supplementing this opinion, we refer you to the
following section of the Budget Lawe Section 19, Laws
of Missouri, 1933, pe 350, provides in part:

"% 4 # #Contracts which provide that
the person contracting with the county
shall during the terms of the cone
tract, furnish to the county at the
price therein specified the supplies,
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materials, equipment, or services
other than personal 5herein de~-
scribed, in such quantities a= may
be required, and from time to time
as ordered by the officer 1n charge
of purchasing during the term of the
contract, need not bear the certifi-
cation of the accounting officer

as herein provided; but all orders
for such supplies, materials, equip-
ment, or services other than per-

sonal shall bear such certification.
% 3 &% B"

Section 20, Laws of Missourl, 1933, p. 351, provides

in part:

"& 3 % #Any officer purchasing any
supplies, materials or equipment
shall be liablz personally and on
his bond for the amount of any obli-
gation he may incur against the
county without first securing the
proper certifiecate from the account-
ing officers s # s #,"

Section 21, Laws of Missouri, 1933, pe. 351, provides

in part:

"% 2 & #Wherever the term 'account-
ing officer' shall appear, it shall
be deemed to mean the county clerk,
auditor, accountant, or other of-
ficer or employe keeping the princi-
pal financial records of the county."

Section 11, Laws of Missouri, 1933, p. 347, provides

in part:

"On or before October 1 of each
year, each department, office, in-
stitution, commlission, or court of
the county receiving its revenues
in whole or in part from the county
shall prepare and submit to the
budget officer estimates of its
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requirements for expenditures and
its estimated revenues for the next
budget yecar compared with the cor-
responding figures for the last
completed filscal year and estimsted

figures for tho current fiscal
year.# 4 < #,"

Therefore, from the foregoing, i1t is the opinion
of this dopnrtn-nt that mach purchases made by you

08
sheriff, should come within your estimate filed wi%h
the County Court as provided in Section 11, of the
Budget Act. Furthermore, it 1s not necessary that you
obtain a requisition from the County Court for the
purchase of supnliese But 1t 1s necessary to have

each order certified by the Accounting Officer as con-
tained in Section 20 quoted suprsae.

Yours very truly

OLLIVEER W. NOLXN
Assistant Attorney CGeneral.

APPROVED:

JOHN We. HOFFMAN, Jre
(Aeting) M:tomy General.
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