
DEiNTAL BOARD: Discretion in Board to determine method of 
examination. 
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F I L E 0 ~r 

/~ ' 
Doctor J. G. Christy 
Festus, 
Jnssouri . 

Dear Doctor Christ,r: 

··. 

You haTe reques~ed an oolnion ot this office on 
the following matter: 

"Baa the Mlssouri Dental Board the power 
to de~ermine the method ot exam1natlon 
ot applicants and what disere~1on is 
granted the Board by the Dental Practice 
Act?• 

Section 13560 R. S. 111ssouri 1929 refers spe­
cifically to the examination ot applicants for l icenses 
to practice dentistr,r in the State ot Mis souri. This section 
1n part reads as follows: 

"!he mo}hod ot exam1natiQA tor require­
ments tor entraggo ahell (rom '1me ~o 

!t' a~gti~!:r»~rt e~r~g! ~Yr~prfs~i4 
his actual cred1 ts to which he or she may 
be entitled, or shall receiTe any cer­
tificate which 1s a misstatement as ~o 
his or her actual literary qualifications, 
he or she shall upon conviction be ad­
judged guilty ot a misdemeanor and pun­
i shed as proyided tor 1n this chapter; 
and any person who ansists any ~nplicant 
to misrepresent or fraudulently obtain 
any certificate or writing showing credits 
to which said applicant is not entitled 
shall likewise upon conTict1on thereof be 
adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor and pun­
ished according to t he terms ot this 
chapter. All examinations tor registration 

• 

• ;I 
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~ be written or clinical , or botb, 
~ or such chftacter as tg thorou~ 
est the gu811 cations of the aPP~ant 

to 2raet1ce dentistry or dental surserr. 
No person shall be eligible to regis­
tration as one compet ent to p~act1oe 
dentis try 1n thi s s t ate unless the app­
l icant in his or her examina tion shall 
make a grade or percentage required b1 
the board which shall not be less than 
an aver age or seventy- fiv.e per cent. in 
the subJects tor examination required b7 
this ch~ter; it shall be the du ty of 
sa id dental ooar d to make carefUl inves­
tiga tion as to the moral standing ot the 
appli cant ; the board may in 1 t s di scre tion 
refuse to grant a certificate of r egis­
tra tion t o any person found guilty of 
making an1 f alse statement with the intent 
to mislead sa1d boarA, or any aember thereof, 
or wbo shall chea t, or a ttempt to cheat, 
or deceive said 4ental board or any 
member thereof. e ither in application tor 
a certifica te of r egi s tra tion, or in taking 
sald examinations , or in procuring a 
license. It the applicant shall pass a 
satisf act ory exaQina t1on, and in the ooinion 
o th board h 1 os s sA t e u - -
ca tions r:equ red bx t hi s cw ar.to entitle<l 
hia or her to r egistration fa here provided, 
then the board shall issue o such appli­
cant a certificate or registration. Which 
c ert1.1'ioat e shal l be signed b y all members 
of na1d board and a ttested by the seal ot 
sa i d board;* * *' 

It i s to be noted tha t the first underscored phrase 
places in the board the power to determine the method ot 
examina tion from time to ,t1me. It requires. by the second 
underscored phras e th~t the exa.ntinat1ons shSJ.l be "wr1 tten 
or clinical• or the eX&~in~tions mar include both, but shall 
be of such character as to t est the qualifica tion or the 
applicant to pract~ee dentistry or dental surgery. By this 
provision it i s c ertain that the Board has discretion 1a deter­
mining whether the examinations given are to be written or 
cl inical, and the examination may be either or as the statute 
s t ates "both". !his is a matter tor the board to determine 
in the exercise ot its di scretion. After pas sing a sat1st actory 
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examination, meeting the r equirements ot an aver age grade ot 
seventy- five per cent in the subjects required by the statute, 
and it 1n the opi nion of the board the applicant possesses 
all ot the qualifications required b7 the act, a cert1~icate 
of regi stration shall be i ssued. 

CONCLUSION. 

It is theretore the opinion of t his office that in 
view of the provisions ot Section 13560 R. S. Missouri 1929, 
the Missouri Dental Board may exercise discretion in deter­
mining the method or examination of applicants and the 
examinations mar be 1 wr1tten or cl i n1c81 or bothn . 

APPROVED: 

ROt Acll 'l'!'RICK, 
Attorney General. 

HGW:JOI 

Respectfully submitted, 

HA.'"tRY G. ltALTN::R, Jr . , 
Aosistant Attorney General 


