DEANTAL BOARD: Discretion in Board %o determine method of

Qxamination.

May 22, 1936,

Doctor J. G. Christy
Festus,
Hiesourl.

Dear Doctor Christy:

You have requested an opinion of this office on

the following matter:

"Hag the Missouri D Board the power
to determine the me of examination
of applicants and what discretion 1:

ﬁ:anted the Board by the Dental Practice

Section 13560 R. 8. Missouri 1929
cifically to the examination of applicants

refers spe-
or licenses

to practice dcntistr{ ln the State of Missouri. This section

in part reads as fol

his aotunl oredits to uhluh he or she may
be entitled, or shall receive any cer-
tificate which 1s a misstatement as %o
his or her actual literary qualifications,
he or she shall upon convietion be ad-
Judged guilty of a misdemeanor and pun-
ished as provided for in this chapter;

and any person who assigts any appllcant
to misrepresent or fraudulently obtain
any certificate or writing showing credits
to which sald applicant is not entitled
ghall likewise upon conviction thereof be
adjudged gullty of a misdemeanor and pun-
ished according to the terms of this

chapter. 1l examingtio or r

tion
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to preactice dent or C
o person shni_'ba ol gible to regis-
tration as one competent to presectice
dentistry in this stzate unless the app-
licant in his or her examination shal

maks a2 grade or percen required by

the board which shall not be less than

an average of seventy-five per cent. in

the sublects for examination recuired by
this chapter; 1t shall be the duty of

sald dental ﬁOard t0 mgke careful inves-
tigation as to the mnorsl standing of the
applicant; the board mey in its diseretion
refuse to grant a certificate of regls-
tration to any person found guilty of
making any false statement with the intent
to mislead saild board, or any member thereof,
or who shsll cheat, or attempt to cheat,

or decelve sgld dentsl board or any

member thereof, elther in application for

a certificate of reglatration, or im taking
sald examinations, or in procuring a

license. If the applicant shall pass a
satisfastory exanination, anﬁ in the rainlan

cant a eertiricate of reglstration, which
certificate shall be si by all members
of cald board and attested by the seal of
sald board;® % %W

It 1s to be noted that the first underscored phrase
places in the board the power to determine the method of
exanination from time to time. It requires, by the second
underscored phrase th:t the examinatioms shall be "written
or clinical" or the ex:minations may include both but shall
be of such character as to test the qualirication of the
applicant to practice dentistry or dental surgery. By this
provieion 1t 1s certain that the Board has discretion im deter-
mining whether the examinations given are to be written or
clinical, and the examination may be either or as the statute
states "hoth®. This is a matter for the board to determine
in the exercise of 1ts discretion., After passing a satisfactory
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examination, meeting the requirements of an average grade of
seventy-five per cent in the subjects required by the statute,
211 of the gualificgtions required by the sot. s Derti lest

o e 8 e y e
of raglstra%?gi shall be issued. o o

GONCLUS TON.

It 1s therefore the opinion of this office that in
view of the provisions of Section 135660 R. S. Missouri 1929,
the Missouri Dental Board exercise discretion in deter-
mining the method of examination of applicants and the
ex:minations may be "written or clinical or both",

Respeetfully submitted,

HARRY G, WALTNER, Jr.,
Assigtant Attorney Ceneral

APPROVED:

HOY HEKITTRICK,
Attorney General.
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