BULL FIGHTS: Whomsoever shall use any designs to tiract,
provoke, harass or torment any bull shall be
guilty of balting a bull. The giving of any
entertainment known as Corrida De Toros
(Running of the Bulls) ls prohibited.

|D/%

Qctober 8. 1536
FILEU

/ /
: ,{i’
lira. lint So Brown

4th at _houtesu
te Louls, lissourl

enr Nrs. ' ownt

This will acknowledge receipt of your request for
an o- nlon, whi'ch reads as follows

"I am wanting to put on en enter-
te ‘nment to relseé [unds to earry
on ‘he work of Welcome Inn anc
heve uncer conslcderation, this
Corrlda e Toros.

I want to kmow 'f you will be kind
enough to give me an Upinion es

to whether this would be rermitt-
ed under our State Laws, mmd re-
turn this copy to me for my iilles,"

Ap enced to your request 1s copy of a letter ex-
plaining the en tainment to be given by the 1lag "musemont
Corporation, which reads as follows:

" CORKIDA Da TOROS

l. FROLOGUE, Musiec playing the
nationsl anthems of /America and
Vexico. Followlng thils there will
be a processlon of Matacdors and
thelr attendants, including horses
in full regalie, into and sround
the arens, seld procession to be
accompanied by panlsh music,

Th' s portion o. the oprogrem makes
a very beeutlful end ewe-inspiring
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introduction ‘or the maln event,
After all such formelities have
been completed, the Matadors snd
thelr sttendents take thelr
appointed plaeces In and eround
the arense.

2. Bugles then herald the main
attraction, and the gates are
thrown open permitting the bull

- %o rush into the ring. An

accurate and daacristivo bleture
ol 8 panlish L 42
enacted In the r’ng, W thﬁut thl
slightest %;:a to any o
animals. |( art of an
authentle ‘panish Euil ight
comnonly known as - Pleador
~ct, 1s omltted as 1n this ect
horses are used and we wish to
obvlate any chence of injury to
the horses or the men.) ~Therew
fore, lnstead of using horses
the iatadors use the Llack and
red capes %0 lsad on the bulls.
The performance Liself ls very
thrilling giving a wonderful
dlsplay of artlstlie footwork
and agllity on the part of the
Matadors and their sttendants.

3« FPlacing of Danderilleros.
instead of the real banierillero
darts, which darts &re useé to
weesken and enrage the bull, we
use & beautifully Jecorated
dart with 2 vacuum ecup on the
end. “he dsrts may thus be
thrown, and fasten themselves
vpon the bull without in any
way ceusing him physical ine

J ry or harme

4« The llatador them brings the
event to & climex by skilfully
maneuvering the into po=
sltion end then makes the point
of contact (with rubber sword)
where the muleta s placed at
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the back of the neck, termina=-
ting the bull flil:hte.

The act above descrli-ed lests
sbout twenty minutes. The bull
18 retired from the arens and
later sold, as he same bull

is never used twice for any
act-=-although these bulls are
spec lally bred for this pur-
rose, are very powerful and in
no way are Injured or exhausted
by en act of such short dura-
tlone #11 enimals are well
taken -"are of and are under a
veter narien's care at all

t mes."

The question as to whether or not the entertalinment
that you desire to put on, to enable you to ralse funds to
carry on the work of Welcome Inn, turns uron the construction
of Section 43907, R.S. loe. 1929, relating to bull balting.

ald “ectlion reacds as follows:

"Any person who shall keep or
use, or in any way be conmnect-
ed wlth or Interestel in the
manscement of, or shall recelve
money ior the admission of any
person to, sny place kept or
used for the purpose of f{ight-
‘ng or balting any bull, bear,
dog, cock or other creature,
anc eny person who shall en=-
coursge, a d or assist or be
present thereat, or who shall
permlit or suffer any place be-
longing to him or under his
control te be ao kept or use ,
shall, on conviction thereof,
be ;ullty of a miscdemeanor."

In Interpreting sa'cd fectlon, we construe the word
"balt!ng" as meaning to provoke, harass, torment, persecute
and exasperate. In thls respect, your attention !s directed
to he definlitlion of "balting" as glven by Zouvier's Lew
l1ctionary, Fapge 317, which reacs as follows:
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"to bait 's. to attack with vio=-
lance; to provoke enc harass”

rebat:r'a New International Dictionary in definling the
word "baiting" states:

"to persecute, harass or torment;
to exasperate with repeated sttempts”

in the case of State ex rel Crow vs. iennls Canty, 207
lioe 438, the Supreme Court had before 1t or consideration
the enjolining of respondents from giving a publie bull fight
(in an arena preparecd for that purpose on the premises of
S“arrett Reslty Company)e -n the lower court, & hearing wes
had anc the inding wes hac for the responcents anc & cecree
was entered cissolving e temporary injunction snc cismissing
the bille ‘hereafter, iIn ue time, the attorney . eneral
ap ealedc the case to the “upreme lourt, which court held
that the lower court erred 1n  ismissing the netlitlion and In
refusing to perpetually enjolin the 3Barrett Realty Company
from permitiing the use of !ts permises for the holiing of
bull fichts end élrecting the lower court to reinstate the
case anc enter a decree perpetually enjcining EBarrett HRealty
Company from holding bull fights in and upon !ts remises.
In so doing, the court rule. that the glving of bull fights,
under the facts, was a publliec nulsance, cebasing in 1lts
character and debauching in its Influence on publlc morals.

The evidence developed by the State tended to show that,
at *he begimning of the performasnce, there was a narade around
the srena with bull fishters ln fpanish costumes, leading
horses end after retiring, one of the gates was opened and a
bull was let In. The evidence disclosed that the bull came
in In & run and a jump. It wes slso developed that several
men were stanclng around fully dressed for the occasion called
matacors with red cloaks and cepea and as soon as the bull
entered, nls ettention was attracte: to one of -hese men, who
had hrown hls cloak in the face of the bull and then jumped
sway. “rom time to time, each of the men particlpantl went
through the same performance.

/fter each dlsplay, one of the men would go through
the form of killing the bull with a cene, as the sword s
thrown in the Yexlcan and Spanish arena but the bull was
not, In fact, stabbed, killed or injured by the act. The
aglllity and qulck footwork on the part of the matador tend-
ed to exclte and madden the bull so that he would rush around
the arena, attempting to ore one of theme Upon one occaslon,
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one of the matadors was gored and smashed agalnst the sice

of ‘he arena, Various "escapes" were In parts of the arens
vehind which the matadors would dodge when too closely pursued
by the bulls snd the man who was injured was trying to get
behind one of them when he was cored.

/nother matacdor was attacked by “he bull during this
performance end knockecd to the ground and was In great dsnger of
belng killed but snother matacor came to hils sssistence, thereby
sttracting the attention of the bull. The bull was kept in the
erene {ifteen or twenty minutes.

The facts further revesled that other bulls were
brought in, from tlme to time, and acted in the seme manner as the
first bulle The bulls were greastly infuriated and would snort
and bellow when cherging the men. The evidence further reveal=-
od that these bulls were raisei for fighting purposes and none
other.

/nalyzing the facts as resented by the resume of the
rroposed entertsinment with the facts as just previously set
out, we find in the proposed entertaimment that in the beginne
ing of the attraction, bugles herald the main attraction end
the gates are to be thrown open, permitting a bull to rush
in the ringe. Practically ldentiesl to the faects as presented
in the ebove cited case. Ve 2180 note that the metaiors are
to use black and red capes to lead on the bulls and that the
performance 1tself compels & dlsplay of artistie footwork and
8;11ity on the part of the matadors and their attendants.
Thus, 't may be seen that the faets in the proposed entertain-
ment are snalagous with the facts In the above cite’l cese ex-
cept that redi cloasks and cepes are used instead of black and
red capesSe

In the fourth persgraph of the resume of the proposed
entertainment, 1t is statel that the climax to the event is
had by skillfully meneuvering the bull in position where the
point of contaect 1s maede with a rubber sword, thus terminating
the bull fighte "he facts stated in the sbove case reveal
that Insteac of a rubber sword belng usedi, a cane was useli to
g0 through the form of killing the bull,

You will elso note from the facts of the case clted
above, ‘hat the bull is kept In the erena fifteen or twenty
minutes smd then, again, in the resume of the proposed entere
tainment, you will note that the mct deseribed lasts about
twenty min tes anc "he bull is retired irom the arena.




Mr:, Nat S¢ Brown -G October 8, 1936

It 1s to be noted from the facts clited in the above
case that t"he bulls were produced for fighting purposes snd
none other and that the facts of the resume of the proposed
entertainment state that the bulls are especially bred for
this purpose.

The court in the above case in discussing what was
deemed to be a rublic nulsance stated on Page 449:

"any act which ls an offense sgainst
the publie order, common good and
publle decency or morals, or any
publle exhibltion wihl:h tends to
corrupt the morals, to dlsturb

the peace or heé ;eneral order

and welfare of soc ety, is a publiec
nulsancey # i #,"

“hen again, on PFage 450, the court sald:

"According to the evicdence in th's
case there ean be no coubt but
what the bull-{ights ln so far as
the bulls were concerne.! were
genulne {ights snd perteook of

the ferocity and brutality which
has ever charecterigzed them in
Ypaln and Mexico. Two matacdors
were knocked down ané injured
more or less by the bulls the
firat night, anéd m'cht have been
seriously Injured or killed

had it not been for the timely
arrival and ass ! stance of helr
aasoclatesy and two others

were knocked cown, one of them

a crazy man, but both escaped
injury, through the asslsknce

of the!r fellowse.

"ihile 1t la true ‘he eviience
dlsclosea that the matadors
did not use 'he sword, as is
the prectice in Spaln mnd
fexlco in such fights, nor
nfliet injury or ¢ ath up=-

on the bulls, yet that very
‘act made 1t more hagzaerdous and
cangerous Ior the matadors.

If they had been furnished
with swords they would have
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been more able to have stop: ed
the mad career of the infuriatsd
bull, and thereby escaped the
deadly charge of the Hocorro
brute, without relying exclu=
sively upon the timely arrlivel
end prompt assistance of thelr
fellow metadors, or the conven-
lent 'escapes' erectsd along
the wall of the arena.

"The menagers in dlsarming those
poor bull-{ighters and placing
them in the arens with those
mad bulls were almost Iif not
quite ss fullty of as great s
rime s the lomans were in
anc’ent C“lmes, who threw the
ceriminels and “hristiens into
the publlic arens with the wilc
beats to be torm to nleces and
killed by them for the edifice
end anusement of the merbild and
viclous sopulace.

"Today ‘he matadors ave modern=
ized the arena anié reduced the
fighting largely to a sclence,
and when properly armed they csn
defenc themselves wlith some ce-
gree of safety, but when dis-
armed they sre placed back on

en exact plane and equality with
the unfortunate Homans, except
they have the 'eseszpes' behind
which they mey retreat if they
are quick end dexterous erourh

to evade the swlft and mad charge
of the infuriated bullj; otherwise
he must share the same gory fate
as the Fomans of old, If perchance
some asc=oclate Coes not in ‘he
nick of time divert his attention
from him by a red flage Put in
elther event and under the most
favorable clrcumstances ancé when
the matadors ere properly armed
with swords thcy are often killed
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or njured, as every one knows as
a mattsr of hlastory end common

knmowledge.

"The State la deepl
in the lives and we

Interested
being of all

her ciltigzens, and of those who
come within her borders, and much
more so than she 1s in the lives

and saféty

of the bullse "he

Immunity of the bull from punishe
ment under the system of fighting
as shown by the evidence iIn ‘his

case s no manner or de

lessen=

ed the Iinterest of the State In
the llves and limbs of the men
who were engased in those highly
dangerous combats and struggles.”

CON!

LUC ION

In 1ilzht of the above, 1t s the opinion of thls depart=-
ment thet whomsoever shall use any des to attract, provoke,
harsss or torment any bull shell be gulilty of balting e bull,

‘e further conclude thet the giving of such a publie
entertalinment, such es has been Indlcated by the facts submltted,
1s & public nulsance, such that may be emjoined by the proper
authorltles whose duty !t ls ‘o protect the people {rom such

nulsances,

APFPROVEDS

JEN We HY g JI
(feting) ~ttorney “eneral

RCLg AT

Respeetfully submitted,

RUSSELL C. STONE
fsslistant Attorney Genersl




