
TOWNSHIPS: Townships may i ssue warrants, whi ch warrant s 
shall bea r i n ter e s t . 

\ 
Honorable rk W1lson 
Prosecuting Attorne, 
R8DJ7 Oount7 
Clinton, M.taaour1 

Dear Sira 

" 
I o 

October 3 , 1935 FILE 0 

this will acknowledge your letter or recent 
date requesting an opinion rrom this office, which reads 
as follows • 

"und•r ~own~hlp Organ1zation,can 
the Township t r easurer g1Te pro­
tested warrants ror township ex­
penses , f or instances road repair, 
where the amount in the treasure 
1a not autfic1ent to pa7 such 
necessary expenses? 

I could find no law giving the 
Township Uoard or Treasurer power 
or authority to do this . I tol d 
them rq opinion was that 1 t could 
r iTe warran t s to be paJable in 
the tuture but not t o be protested 
so as to bear lnterost." 

We direct your at tention to octlon 12256 H. s . 
o . 1929 , relattng to the powers or townahips , . wbich reads 

ae follows l 

" ~ach township, as a bod7 corporate 
shall have power and ea~ity : i lrat , 
to sue and be sued , in tb.e nner pr o­
vided by the laws or th1s1 state; aecond , 

\ 
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to purcl~ase and hol d real estate w1 th­
in ita own limits far the use ot ita 
inhabitants. subject to the power ot 
the general asaembly J third • to •ke 
auoh cantracta, pnrchaae and hold per-
a one.l property • and eo muQh thereof 
aa may be nec•••&r7 to the exercise 
ot ita corporate or adm1n1atrat1Ye 
powers J fourth, to make •ueh ordera 
for the disposition. regulation or 
use ot its corporate properq as ma7 
be conduciYe to the lnte~st ot the 
1nhabl tan tis thereof J rttth, to pur­
chase at any public sale, tor the use 
ot said township, an7 real estate 
which •7 be neceaaarr to secure an,­
debt to said town.hip, or the tnhabi• 
tanta thereof, 1n their corporate 
capacity, and to dispose ot the aame." ' 

Your attention la further directed to Section 12306 
H. s . o . 1929, relating to cla1Jil8 1 when allowed by the town­
ahip boa.rd ot director a and reads aa follow a a 

" hen all1' claim or account, or an7 -
part thereof, Shall be allowed b7 
the township board ot directors, 
the7 shall d raw an order upon the 
township trustee 1n favor ot the 
olai.ant for the amount ao allowed - -
said ardor to be signed bJ the presi-
dent ot said board, and attested by 
t he townah!p clerk and delivered to 
aald elat.ant." 

It !a evident troa a oaret"ul reading of the above 
mentioned sections that 1t would be w!~ the province or · 
the township organization to issue warranta for townah1p 
expenses r olatln ... to the repairs ot roads. Under the 
provlaions of Se~tlon 12257 R. s . llo . 1929, no townah!p 
shall possess anr corporate power except such as are 
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enumerated or granted bJ the chapter respecting township 
organization or shall be apecit!cally given b7 law or shall 
be necessary to the exercise or t ho powers so enumerated or 
granted. In construing Sections 12256 and 12306 . supra . 
in light or Sect i on 12257 , aupra. 1t !a our opinion t hat 
the township organization or board could laaue warrants . 

'lhe general proposition or law respecting interest 
payable on warrants tbua 1aaued !a tound 1n Corpua Juri• • 
~ ol . 63 • page 185. and reada aa tollowsa 

"Warrants canatltute prima tacie 
acknowledgment• or town indebted• 
ness , but do not bear 1ntepest 
unleaa bJ special prov!a!an UDder 
statutory author1ty . 8 

Under the prov!alons of Section 2839 R. s . • 1929 • 
r elat!n, t o lntereat paJable upon moneJs a~ter they beca.e due 
and pa7able on written contracts . crod!tors are ent1 tled t o 
receive aix per cent 1ntereat per a nnua. In the 1Datant caae 
tr t he township organizati on propoaea to !asue these warrants 
ror road repairs. such warrants would draw 1ntoreat at the 
rate ot s ix per cent per annwa shoul d no llltereat be apec1t1ed 
on the warrant . 

Your attention ia d1reoted to the case or Skinner 
T . Platte Count7 22 Mo. 4~6 , wherein the Supreme Court aa1ds 

v' "In order to draw interest the warrant 
tor allowance mu8t be made out and pre­
sented for payment to the treaaurerJ 
1r be baa t unda to pay w1 tll, be paya 
the warrant without 1ntereltJ it he haa 
no tunda to pay w1 th, &he aball ao 
oert1ty on the back or the war rant, date 
and subscribe the same .• (a . c. 1845 , page 
311 See . 6) From t his date the warrant 
wil l bear 1ntereat. 8 

It t he expenditure• contemplated tor road expenaea 
involve a very large amount ot monq, JOU are c.iirected to 
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Section 7961 R. s . .... o . 1929 • whloh pr·ov1des a aethod where­
by the p~oplc of the townah1p can aqcept or reject at the 
polls a proposed bond iaeue t or contemplated road expenses. 

In light ot the foregoing , 1 t 1s our op1n1CIIl 
tbat township organ1u.t1ona may i s sue warrants tor expenaea 
covering road repairs and o~er such necessary expense• 
where the amount of funds 1n the tr~aaUl"y of such oJ:Ogan1za­
t1on 1a not sutf lclent to pay the expenses. It 1a our 
turther op1n1on the warrant• eo iaaued would bear interest 
under the general interest atatutoa. 

A? PROV!ID: 

JOHN .• HOF IJAN , Jr . 
(Acting ) Attorney General 

RCS:LC 

RUSS~LL C. STOlE 
Aas1atant Att orney General 


