
RECORDER OF DEEDS: Is entitled to compensation as pro­
vided by statute. No compensation 
for a receipt t hat a certain chattel 
has been filed in his office. 

, ?-.J 
10 

September 30, 1935 

Honorable Jett R. !lson 
Recorder ot Deeds 
Lexington , aaouri 

Dear S!ra 

e acknowledge r eceipt or your letter ot rep-
tember 20 , ae tollowsa 

"~111 you pl ease tell "e it the 
ftecorder or Deeds 1s not entitled 
to an extra ten cents when he 
1aauea a receipt that a certain 
chat tel baa been f iled 1n bia 
off ice , ~1v1ng the date , t~ , 
instrument number and signing 
the aame 1n his off i cia l capacity 
as recorder or deeds . 

lhere 1s some quest ion aa to this 
and I would appreciate an early · 
repl y . " 

A a eta ted by the Court 1n GuiDon v . Larayette 
Count7 76 o . 676 , Which ia a well oatabl1ahed rule or 
law in t h i s state , _ 

·~e ~1gbt of a public officer to 
~ees 1a derived trom the atatute . 
He ' 1a entitled to no teee t or aer­
vlcee he may perform, aa such otticer, 
unless the statute gives lt . ~ hen 
the ~tatute tail s to provide a tee 
tor service he is required to pertol'lll 
as a publ ic officer, he has no clat. 
upon the State tor oompenaation t or 
such service." 
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Section 3099, page 209, Laws 1935• provides ~or 
a teo to the recorder tor f111ng chattel mortgagee and 
alao for d1acharg1ng same, 

• 

"Such recorder aball enter in a book. 
to be proTided by h1• tor auch purpose. 
the names ot all the parties to such 
inatruaent. arranging tbe naaea ot mch 
mortgagors or grantors alphabetically , 
and &hall note thereon the time o~ f111ng 
such instrument or COPJ • tor which aaid 
recorder shall rece1Te a tee ot twent7 
cents. Said fee shall alao include and 
cover all costa tor discharging said 
mortgage or deed of trust according t o 
the methods heretna1'ter proYi4ed. Such 

.mortgage or deed or trust , when satis­
f ied. ahall be discharged b7 any or the 
following methodat 

1 . Hy the mortgagee , cestui que trust, 
hia agent or assigns. on the margin ot 
such 1Ddex, which shall be attested b7 
the recorder. 

2. Upon the preaentatlon b7 the mortga­
gor or grantor ot the original 1110rtgage 
or deed or truat • and upon aueh mortgagor 
or grantor- making affidavit before .uch 
recorder that the inatru.ent presented b7 
hia is the original of the COP7 on tile . 
and tm t such mortgage or dHd ot trust 
has been tully paid and satisfied. 

3 . Upon presentation or receipt ot an 
order in writing, aigned b7 the mortaagee 
or cestui que trust thereof , attested b)' 
a jua tice or the peace, or aD7 nota17 
public , stating that such 1natruaent baa 
been paid and aatiafied. 

~hen any Of these provisi ons haTe been com­
plied with, 1t shall be the dut7 ot the 
recorder to enter in a column tor that 
purpose the word 'aatiaf1ed ' giving date. 
When a chatt~l mortgage shall be satisfied 
as above pro•1ded• the recorder may deliver 



/ 
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said mortsage to the holder of the note 
secured thereby, or, t r the holder or 
said note refuse to recei~e the same the 
r ecorder ma7 destroy sa1d mortgage1 
Provided, that the r ecorder may deliver 
to the partie s ent itled thereto, or destroy 
all such mortgages now re~ining on file 
in his office and which have been entered 
sat1ct1od on the chattel mortgage register . " 

Section 11804 ftevlsed Statutes iaaouri 1929 ia 
the statute prov1d1ng for various t ea a recorder ot deeds 
is entitled to receive. 

' "1' 

u~orders shall be allowed reea tor 
their servteea as follows a 

.Jo'or r ecording eye~ deed of instrument 
tor eYe~ hundred worda • • • • • • • .10 

In addition to the above toe tor re­
cording deeds , they aball be a l lowed 
tor recording eYerJ such 1nstruaent 
r elating to real estate , a fee or ten 
cent s, as a co•pensation t or making 
and pr eserving direct and inverted 
indexes to every book conU.1n1ng deeds 
aff ecting real estate. 

Jor eTer.y certificate and seal . • • • 

F'or recording a plat ot survey, 11' 

. 50 

not more than six courses . • • • • • . 40 

!<'or eYery course above ati or the 
same •••••••••• • • • • • • . 02 

r or copies of plata, if n()t more than 
six courses • • • • • • • • • • • • . 40 

Por eyery course above six • • • • • . 02 . " 

Section 3101 Revised Statutes 1aaouri 1929, in 
part , prov1deas 
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"Every such r ecorder o~ deeds anall be 
entitled to receive for derttriod copy 
ot such !nstrumsnts eo filed as arore­
aaicl, when requested to t'nrn1sh the 
same, tor everr one hundred words ten 
cent a . n 

The above proviaion would entitle the recorder 
to a tee it such provie ion would apply to the queet1on. 
However, by virtue of tbe definitions that follow aa to 
what constitutes a certified oopy, we are p~nne to be ot 
the opin1on . tl~t what you refer to in your letter 1a not 
the same As a certified copy, and, therefore, ,-au would 
be entit led to no tee tor such aerv1cea rendered. 

We bator' a New International Dictionary deriDes 
'certified copy' & 8 follows & .. 

nA copy made or attested · ~ oft1cere 
havin cbarge of the original and 
authorized to gi ve copy orig1nally.n 

'rhe following definition is given t or •copy,• 

eAn imitation, transcript or reproduction 
of an original r ecord. " 

In Ehrl1ck v . ulligan 57 A. L. R. 598 , 140 Atl . 
463, the Court aald, in reference to a United States 
atatu l;e, 

11Thia statute makes a certif i ed copy 
ot a record ot the United States Dis­
trict Court a~aslble in evldenee in 
the courts or this atate . The question 
presented to us is whether a 'true coP.J' 
1s a 'certified COP) •' e think these 
terms are not interchangeable and that 
a •certified cop7' implies more than a 
'true copy' and that a 'true cop7' ia 
not a •certified cop,-.• In marking a 
COP.J UDder the appellation o~ a •true 
copy' and aff i xing the aeal ot the court 
the name of the clerk and h!a deputy, 
if marked py deputy, there ie no eertif1• 
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cation under the seal of the court and 
signature of the clerk that the docu• 
ment so aarked ia on· tile 1n the ott1ce 
of the clerk , aru1 is a COPJ' of the 
document as the same re•1ns ot r ecord. tt 

Theretore, from the above definition, a receipt 
merely gi~ing out the inf ormation tbat a chattel is filod, 
wi th date, ttme , inatruaent number, etc . , would not coa­
atitute a certif ied copy ot such 1natru.ent . 

We are unable to f ind &nJ atatute autbor1a1ng 
the recorder to receive or be entitled to a tee tor the 
receipt you reter to , and in the absence ot such statu• 
to17 provision, aa atated in· G:aanon • · Lafayett• County, 
s upra , an ott1cer 1s enti t led to no tee tor such service. 

APPROVEDs 

J{)Hll w •. BOPFitllf , Jl. 
(ActlDg ) At t orney General 

ovr 
ARH aLC 

Yours vory truly , 

DRAJU; ATSOII 
Aaaiatant Attorney General 


