
COU~T· ~JPERINTENDENT OF SCHOLLS : candidate is at liberty to announce 
himse r on any platform he desires; tickets bearing words nnemocratic 
tiokeli" woulC. not invalidate t he election providing no fraud existed and 
same were acc.eptable t o persons in charge of the election. 
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Hon . l ark .ilson, 
Pr osecuting ' t t or ney, 
Henry County, 
Clinton , 1'1 ssouri . 

1ear Sir: 

Thi s department i s in recei pt of your lett er of 
February 18 wherein you ma ke the following inoui ry: 

""',. **I s it ill egal for a candi date 
for County Superint endent of 3c1.ools 
to announce as a Democr atic candi date ? 

Is i t illegal for a candidate for 
County super intendent of 3chools to 
have t ickets printed bearing t he words 
' Democr atic Ticket'?" 

Section 9454, R. ~ . Eo . 1 929 is the onl y secti on relat i ng 
t o t he election of a County Sup er intendent of Schools and pro­
vides a s f oll ows : 

"Ther e is hereby created the office of 
county superi ntendent of ubli c sch~ols 
i n each and every county in the sta te; 
t he cualified voter s of t he county shall 
elect said county superintendent at the 
annual district school meeting held on 
t he fi r st Tuesday in \pril, 1 923, and 
every four years thereaft er; sai d county 
school superintendent shall be at l east 
twenty- four year s old, a citizen of the 
county, s hal l have taught or supervised 
schools es his chi ef work during at 
l eas t t wo year s of t he ei "ht year s next 
pr eceding his election or appointment; 
or s hall ha ve spent the two year s next 
preceding his election or appoint ment 
a s a regular student in a state' teach ers• 
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college or university, and s hall at 
the time of hi s election hold a 
d i pl oma from one of the state teach-
ers colleges or state univers i ty, or 
shall hold a state cert i fica te, author­
i zing him to l each in the publ ic schools 
of Cissouri, or s hall hol d a f irst 
gr ade county certificate authorizing 
him t o teach in the county of which 
he is superintendent; the person elect ed 
county s chool superintendent at the 
~nnual school meeting held the firot 
Tuesday in April , 1923, shall i mmedi­
ately upon his election, qual ify under 
t his article a s county superintendent 
of public schools, and shall serve a s 
such until the first Londay in July, 
1927 , or until his succes sor is olected 
and oual ified . ~11 county school 
superintendents elected on the f i r st 
1uesday in \pr i l, 1927, and thereafter, 
shall hold said office tor a term of 
t our years f r on and after the first 
~onday in July following their election, 
or until their successor is elected 
and Qualified , and all va cancies caused 
by death , resignation , refusal to serve, 
or r emoval f r om the county, s hall be fil l ed 
by the governor by appointment for the 
unexpi red t erm; t he county school super­
i n t endent shall turn over all books, 
paper s , certificates, stub books and 
r ecords, i n his possession t o his suc­
cessor. All acts or parts or a ct s 
conflicting with t his section ar e hereby 
repealed . " 

By t he t erms of the above section tll o County Superintendent 
or Schools is elected a t the annual school d i strict meeting 
held on the first Tuesda y in ~pril . The qualifications of the 
p erson to be elected or appointed arc set forth . 

s ection 9455, R.s . •o. 1929 sets forth tbe duties of the 
County Clerk and of the school district officers with respect to 
the election of a county Superint endent or Schools. It contains 
no provision f or t ho printing of ballots , and i n vi ew of t he 
f a ct t ha t it contains no pr ovision fo r candidat es f iling for this 
off ice within any specified time prior t o t he election, or any 
pr ovision f or a candidat e expressing his par ty affi liBtiona , it 
is t he opinion of t hi s depnrtcent t ha t any candidate i s a t liberty 
to announce hi mself a s a candidate on any platform he may desir e . 
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If he desires to stand on the principles of the Democratic Party 
as enunciated by Thomas Jefferson, we know of no provision 
of the statutes which would prevent hi m from doing so . 

As to your second question , the same principle and logic 
would apply . we again call your at tention to the fact that 
s ection 9455, ~ . s . to . 1 929 contains no provision for the print­
ing or ballots. re a re cognizant or the f act that in many of 
t he dictricts, especially the cities, there are pri nted ballots . 
: e consider t his right. to be optioncl .1th t he distri ct; there­
tor e, as to whet her or not a candida te ray,lave tickets printed 
bearing the words "Democratic Ticke t", it would be optional 
and discretion ry with the persons in charge of the election. 
If the offi cials desire to adopt the t ickets as presented by 
the candidate a~d no fraud r esulted therefrom, we do not believe 
t his would invalidate the election. 

Section 9455 contains t his pr ovision "the voting for 
county superintendent shall be by ballot and all ballots cast 
shall be counted t or the persons tor whom cast , and it is hereby 
made the duty of the ~embers of the board of directors and the 
chairman and secretary or the annual school Leeting to see that 
each ballot so cast is counted tor the person receiving the s ame . " 
Again, we repeat t~at it is t he opinion or this department that 
it is optional a nd discretionary with t he officers in char ge 
or the election a s to whetrer or not a candidate may have 
tickets printed bearing the words "Denocratic Party" . 

APPROVED : 

Oml:AH 

R0Y c.ITTRlCK, 
Attorney Genera l 

Respectfully submitted , 

OLLIVI:R I • NOLEN, 
Assistant ttorney General. 


