
COUNI'Y TREASURER : County 'l'reasurer must give bond under 
Section 10969 R.S.Mo.l929 for funds of 
Drainage District when organized by 
count y court and his compensation 
shall not exceed more than one-half 
of one per cent of the funds handled . 

June 18 , 1935 

r . c. c. Thompcon 
~ocretary 
l~rr1san and ercer County Drainage Dis t rict 
Cainsville J .Misoour1 

Doar Sir : 

J I 7 

7hi e Department is in r eceip t of your r ecent 
let ter where in you make the f ol l owing i nnuiry: 

"In r egard to the County 1r oa sur er 
Do t hei r Londa cover the Drai nage 
or do they have to give a separate 
to the drainage distr i c t f or taxe a 
l ect od. 

Lond . 
oney 
bond 
col-

Wo have a County ! r eaeurer , r . Cliff 
leorge of ercer County who r efuses t o 
gi ve bond for tho Dra tna ge t ax collect ed, 
clai~s that h's bond t o tho otate covers 
all ~onoy col lect ed t~ htm. But i f I 
lntor pr ot rhe l aw r ight he la supposed 
t o gi ve bond to the Dr ainage Di a trict 
fo r the taxes coll ected for thom as it i s 
a special t a.x . 

Also how much co~~1~o1on is tho c ount y 
Tr easur er al lowed to collect? ~hey are 
no colle ct ing a 2 ~o~1 s s1on f r om tho 
taxpayer and when they turn the money 
over t hey char ge anot her 2; . " 

7e a ssume t hat the Harri s on and ercer ~ounty 
Drai nage Di s t ri ct waa or anized under the provision s of 
Ch apter 64 Ar tic l e VII , r elating t o l evee distr eta by 
c ounty cour t s , al t~ou ~h tho same i s not stated 1n your 
let ter . As t his i e evident, the i r easur er d oea not 
contr ol t he fundc of district s or~an1zed under t he 

I. 



Mr. c. c. ~hompson - 2- June 18 , 1935 

cUrect1on of tho circ ... 1t court . Section l0\-169 l\evised 
Statutes isaour1 1929, relates to tho county treasurer 
as treasurer of the board as follo"s : 

u The county treasurer of the county 
i rl which the greater part of any or­
ganized levee district liea shall be 
the treasurer of the l evso fund of 
the district, until paid out upon 
the arrants issued by order of the 
t oard o ' directors ot the levee distri ct. 
Before receiving any funds belonging to 
the levee district , the treasurer shall 
give a separate band, with ~uftictent 
security , 1n d ouble t he probable amount 
ot tho levee fund that shall come into 
his hand , payable to the state of 

1 aso1..ri , to be a , nroved bJ the board 
of directors , conditioned for the faith­
ful dlsturse~nt, according to law, ot 
all such monoys oa shall , f r om ttme to 
• 1me , come into h1a hends to the ere41 t 
of the l e vee r~ nd of the l evee district 
of wh i ch the coun ty of which he ia 
troasurer 1a part; and such bond ahall 
be f ilod ln the office of the clerk of 
the county court of the county 1n which 
aaid treasurer is appointed or elected. 
On the forfeiture of such bond , it shall 
be the duty of the clerk oJ.' the count)" 
court in whose ottice said bond is filed 
to collect the samo for tho use of the 
levee district. It such clerk shall 
neglect or refuse to prosecute, any 
freeholder of the district may cause 
prosecution to be instituted. It shall 
be tho duty of the coard ot d1 rectors in 
no case to ~ermit the county treasurer 
'laving tho custody or the levee funds 
of the dlstrlct to have in his po~aesaion 
ot any one time an amount of levee ~nde 
over one- half the a~ount o£ the security 
available in the tond . ~uch treasurer 
shall be allowed such comp ~nsat1on f or 
h1a services as tho board or directors 



Mr . c. c. Thompson - 3- June 18 , 1935 

deem advisable , not to exceed one­
halt of one per cent . of all lcve~ 
f unda dis bur sed by hi m, and to be 
pc1d out of the l evee tunds . ~ 

ihe a bove section , quoted supra , i c specific 
and definite 1n its terms. I t states that the treasur e r , 
before recei ving the l evee distri ct f unds , shall give a 
bond in t wice t he amount of the levee. 

e are , t herefore , of t he opinion thAt sueb 
bond is mandatory on tho count:y troasul"''r, and that the 
sa~e 1a in addition to the r egular bond ~iven by the 
county treasur e r to the State or ~t asouri . 

i th r efere nce t o the amount ot eom.miaa1on 
the treasur er shall receive , we are 1ncloa1ng an opinion 
r endered. t h l a depar 'bnent on Ma:y 21 , 1.935 to llonorable 
Charles Young , Troasurer~ Livingston County , iaaourl , 
and we be lieve t he aame proper ly onswers your quest ion 
with r e s pect to fees of the treasurer . 

Respectful l y sut~tted , 

CLLIV h ~ • NOL ,J 
Assistant Attorne1 General 
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