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MI SSOURI DENTAL ~oARD; Aut hori zed to emplr counsel. 

Septeaber 5, 1936. 

-
F\ LED 

Honorable Forreat aatth 
State AU<U tor 
Jefferson City, Kiaeour1 

Dear • Sm1 th: 

~~ 

Acknowled~ent 1a herewith aade of your requeetfof 
an o ~1n1on of thie office on the followi matter : 

1 Enoloaed you wtll pleaae find a 
bill of the Yatea and Wild against 
tb a,propr1atton de to the 
K1aaouri Dental Board wbtch is 
sel f-expl anatory. 

I would like an early opinion froa 
rour offtoe relat1Ye to the payaent 
of tho aaae . ill you please return 
this bill wttb your o 1n1on. • 

The que tion 1nYolYed 1a the po er of the 1saour1 
Dental Board to e ploy and pay counsel tor aerYlcea rendered 
in connection witb the dutiea of the Boord preacr1bed by law. 

The Missouri Dental Board is conat1tuted body 
corporate ith power to aue and be aued in tb t name, s ection 
13557. Obapter lOS, R. s. 1aaour1 1939 , prescribes ~J 
dut1 ea to be perfor•ed by tbte Board and likewise delegat ee 
certain powers. Section 1~56? pro•1dee in part : 

'The Board aay take oral and written 
proof tor and 1nat the accused, and 
may also eaploJ a co2petent attorney 
to represent the board tn auch proceedings. • 

l 
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section 1357~ proYidee iA part: 

•the board ahal1 be authorised and 
eapowered to eaploy and pay &1.1 
neceeeary legal and clerical aerYloea 
wbeneTer, in their opinion, the aaae 
il D80881al'Y j all D8Ce88&l'J and 
reaaonable tra•eltng ezpenaea of their 
oounael aay be paid by the board when 
their counael 1a abaent froa hie oftioe 
at the requeat of the board.• 

I'J'oa the forego1 proYiaiona the Jliaaour1 nt&l ik»&rd 
1a apeclficallJ authoriaed o eaploy auoh counael aa la, in their 
opinion, necea &rJ to enable thea to parfora the dutiea 1apoee4 
by atatute. BJ reuon of "th1a apac1f1c at tutory authority 
there can be no doubt aa to the power of the ta1saour1 Dental 
Board to eaploy counael . 

11th reference to the payaent of the expenaea of the 
Board, Section 13573 proYidea for compenaatton of the aeabera 
of the Board at J't Ye J))llaza per day and a ea.l.ary for the 
secretary of the Board to be ftud by the Board. The aect1on 
then proYiciea: 

1 All expenaee and salartea proY14e4 
for in thla chapter ahall b paid from 
the feea rece1Yed by the Board under 
the proY1a1ona of th1e chapter .aJ14 
no pazt or aaid aalariea or ezpenaea 
ahall at any ttae be paid out of &OJ 
1\mda 1n tba s tate 'h'eaaury • • 

BJ tbta proY1s1on 1t 1a clearly the leg1alat1Ye 
intent that the 111aaour1 Dental Board at earn fro• the feea 
recet yed all the ealarlea and expeneea incurred. the only 
salary proYided ia that of the Secretary, ud 1 t 1 al)l)arent 
th t the atatute baa included all other charge ag 1nat the 
fees aa •ezpenaea•. 
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CO l CLUSIQif. 

It t a therefore the opinion ot thl e ottice that the 
Uleaouri Dental Board is speoiticallf authorised b7 atatute 
to employ legal counsel and that the paJmen' therefor i e a 
proper charge ae an •e.xpenee• ot the Board. 

e are herewith returning the bill aa per JOur 
requeat. 

APPROVED: 

J OHB ' · HOFFMAH, JR., 
{Acting) At~orner General . 

D : Jl 
•ncloeure. 

ReepecttullJ submitted, 

DRAKE W A'fSOD , 
Aasie tant At t orneJ General 


