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lO 
Honoro'Llo orrest 8mith 
.;)·~ to u ltor 
Jefferson City, .'1s .. our1 

' ,onr t: lr: 

This deportment ls in receipt of your 
lc ttor of 'oy 3 1 1935 roqueatlng on onlnlon ct. to 
t~ follo~lng state of !' cts : 

" 1 woul 11ko to b e l9 <"d by your 
offl ee ~ to my rights 1n ~ny1nf. nrcmiums 
on or~1clol bones . 

"It h :1 been the cuntom of tho stn to 
for ye rn to poy the premium on bond:J 
where c bond 1s roquiro t o he bivon 
1n th oorforoonco of the dutlce relative 
to tl~ st to . ~orne of the oppronr1otions 
rovi o tor tho poyment or bonos, aomo of 

tho sto utes ero t lng the office provide 
thn t tho vur1ous ot t i c1ols must g1v o 
bond , rn. I o.m Untlbl o t o dotor'mlne • o t 
bonds I cnn lega lly pny ond thoae I can 
not lc~nlly pny. n 

It l1ll bo tmposslble for this office in 
this o.inion to cover every epoc 1f1c bond roqulroc by 
tho at 'utes ot the ~tt toot ~1esour 1 and to nns9 u~on 
the np ronrlnt!on sets of eoch dcpnrbnont ~horo1n or­
fict 1 bond~ are ro~u1rod. Ho ovor, the goner nl pr1n­
cipl e8 l oid down for your guidance mny bo en~ily o.~pllod 
t o eqch o~eclfic sto •uto . 

J 



Honornble ~ orrest Smith Juno 18 , 1935 

t. rtiole x, Section 19 of tho Const1~on ot 
tho Stote o£ ~lsnouri provides: 

~No monoyD shnll over be po1d out ot 
the tronsucy ot thle s t o ~ or on~ of 
the runes under ! to mnnogemont , xcept 
in pursuonoo of an o r;propr i n tio.J'l .,,. l ow; 
now unless such p Jment be co , or a 
wnrr n t eh 11 hnvo lssued there!or , withln 
two 7esrs a fter t he p aoage of such r ,. 
proprin tion net; ontl e'Jery such 1~ , 
m•1king «' ne p propr1ot1on, or cot)t1."1u1ng 
or rev iving r.n npproprlotlon, shnll dis­
tinc t l y specify tho sum o poropriotod, ond 
tho ooj e ct to which 1t lo t o be oppl iod ; 
nd 1t shall not bo suf·1ctont t o refer 

to nrry othor low to fh such Sll!!l or ob­
ject. A rogul or otatE:mont on a account 
or tm r tlceipts n cS eypend i t ure s or a ll 
pub l ie money sha U be pub l iehod from t 1 
to time . " 

Soction 11421, R • • • Mo . 1929 ~ ov1dos: 

" l:O wnrront shn 11 be dro by tho r,u d i t or 
or po1d by the tronouror, unl&sft tho money 
b aa b~en prev1oualy approprinted by l ow; 
nor oho 11 tbo mole amou!lt d.rrum for or 
p o1d , un or ony one hen , c:'·or o.xceod thG 
nmount 1•0 r1ntcd by 1"'• foP t h: t pu.t'-
poso . " 

In determining whether or not tho promlum on on 
of f 1c1al bone! mny be pnld tor out of nn ap ro pr1a t1on made 
f or the d cpartr::.~nt wl~rotn nn off 1cinl bond ls require _·or 
somo offi cer , a~pcnd9 en t irely on two pro~oftit1ons a ( 1} Dooa 
the s t r tut c moke nny provision for tm oonr? , "\m loo :ll!lke 
prov ls l on f or tho p nymont of the pr61:11t:tm on tbe bond b y tho 
S t t o? nd (2) Uoes the ppro prlntlon act or that department 
orovide for the pnyment of ~hie pr emium? 



Honorabl e Forrest Smith June 18 , 1935 

In eonstr-tJ lng tho puropr1 tion oct t:lth ro:s t 
to this quoot1on. it must be rcmc ored tb.ot ppz•oprlstion 
ct s at apeoir~ tho purpose3 for hich the nppropr 1nt1on 

sh~ll be used, and op~ro~rlotlona mndo for ona purpose can­
not be uoed f or any othor pur pose . It must o l oo be rememboroC! 
thot oppropri ot1on ncta must bo strictl y constr•uod. 

"Another geoo1•al rule 1n the con~truc­
tion or st tuteo , npplio ble 08 woll to 
munlclpnl ordln nco , la tbnt octs.or 
the chornctor hero under review oro to 
be strictly construed. The 1~1t t1on 
upon the use or the ~~pr1 tlon 1n 
propo~lt!on a 1a such. by roeson ot i ts 
torms, t bst tba 1nvok1nJ of tbe seno~n l 
rule is no t noco~scr7 . " 

I 

nsna Ctt7 , s •• (2d ) 900. 

CO~!CLUS IOl~ . 

In vi ew of the foroeoing. 1t 1s the opinion ot 
t his epartment thnt pre:"D .lwno on offlciol bon6a m y only be 
pold by tbe J t a te ot Missouri wbcr th, stctutc requiring the 
bond prov1 OS for the r; ymont Of the! pro:nlum by tbo v l to Of 
M1s~our l , ~nd tno oppropri tlon oct for tho ~op ~tment wherein 
en officia l \Jond is r equired of some off1oi l m kes provislon 
for the p yment or the pr mium on s id bone . In this eonnoot1on, 
it must be remembered t h£t 1n m ny 1nst nc o tho g ivlng or tbe 
bone! 1 s a co 1t1on prooedont to qua lifyln£; for t he office ond , 
unl ess otherwise pr ovide d b y ot!ltute , c an bo v.1c od 1n no other 
l ight tbnn tho por3onal obl16 tion of thn off1co hol der. 

Youro very t~ly ~ 

JOHU t • UOF N, Jr. 
Act.t.ns At t o:rnOJ Cenerol 


