
Honorable •7M v. Slankard 
PJ-oHoutlq Attom~ 
!Iewton CoU11'7 
Neo&bo, • s.aoarl 

Dear 'lPa 

• Jlaft JOUr Nqueat ot l'uu~ lfS, leal 
toP a oplt on_,_ 0. toll.elr1Daa 

•"tMN 1a 1n opentlea 11l -..no. 
00.'7, .... 2D 4••1 ... Jmeila •• 
' Nil -*S.••• • 111l1oll aN .,... 
avu'-d s.a b tora ot a ala•• 
en..-4 table wttti --"* 11olea 
'bore4 Ja aa14 table ad p!u 
plaeed Up~ttpt 1a 'YaPS... pla•a 
aPOaDcl tlaa balM. 

•em OM alde or u. table 1a •-­
at.ucted a -•1 op tP..P 1D wbJ.ela 
the balla an pl aeed edt.. ft1ela 
tbeJ ... abot b7 -- ot • plma&e• 
~ted b7 a apr1Da- ~ baUa aN 
llllot rP• tbla ..... 1 aad i1J ..... or 
a traek an apaa aN1184 tbe table 
aad allowed • • - tbe toNe fit gnv1'7 
011 the elep1Da '-ble• atl'1ke tb.e plDa 
end ... t1•• 4Np 1Dto U. bolea. 

"'l'Mre 1a a degree of ai&:Ul zaeoe.-••PJ to ~ auoceaarul opera tioft ot 
these clevloe•• 1l'l that 117 tt. p11111DS 
or the plwacez- back to a particular 
41atance, the ball• •a be aade to 

I 
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drop tnto whatever holo tho placer 
aeea r1 t to shoot 1t, unleae pre­
vente~ b7 s ome or the p1na which 
ore urr1tbt on the boar<' . 

"Tb.oso bo.lls , whDn dropped· into tbt 
hol es aet up and electric contact. 
which operate a machine on the under 
p rt or the t ''lo and trom the mech1ne 
comes nicklea in somo cases ond aluga 
in others , 1~ var iouo nucbers accord­
ing to the hole 1n which the bolla 
drO") . 

"Theso macblno5 with which you may 
porhaps be ram1liar oro constructed 
in oo many nd vArious for:ta ns tho 
inventive genius or man will a~low, 
but all s.rc , layod r or tbe purpose 
or gnin. 

"Do thoy, 1n your opinion, v1olato 
Section •297, R. s . Uo. 1920!" 

Fr~ your lettor , 1t is n;pArent that th1a 
machine 1s o dev1ee, dos1snod for gambling , and oomes 
within the st tute , Section 4287, R. s . o . 1929 , de­
fining eriminn.l otf"enaea as follows: 

"Lvery person who shall aet up or 
keep any ttlble or gaming dovice * 
stand or device or whatever pattern, 
kind or :nake, m- however worked• 
op erated or manipul ted, or an1 kind 
or gambl ing t able or gnmbl1ng device 
adnpted, devised o nd designed tor tbe 
purpose ~ pla,-1ng any ,;aae of' ehmee 
tor mone7 or property ~ * shall , on 
convic t1on 6 be a d jueged guilty or a 
.felonJ, * . " 

Tho essential elements or a lottery aro eon-
s deration, chnncc ond prize . - St ate v . E~erson, 1 ~ . ~. 
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(24) 109 (1927) . Tb8 'ball ~ob1nes" contain ol l these 
ele:nenta , m d for convenience arc .. 21et out as followsc 

(1 ) Prize - the pa~orr of ono col-
lar moro oP lose. 

(2) ChAnce - De pending upon tbe aarbl o 
coming to res t 1n eome pnrt:teular 
nleho or hole . If 1t lends 1n one 
hole you in; 1f lt 1 nda in others , 
:rou l o ... e . 

(3) Conslderetlon - The placing of a 
nickle 1n the eh1ne and pushing 
or a l ove r-. 

It 1a, therefore , the Opinion of thia office 
thn t t.he "ball ch!nes" re gambling ~ev lees prohibi t ed 
hy tho lows ot tbD State ot ~1saour1 . 

AFFROV.e.D: 

mY MoKITTHiliK 
~ ttorney Goner 1 

Your a ve17 trul,-, 

FRANKLDI B. RE GAN 
Assistant At t orney Genernl. 


