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BARBER SHOPS 
and 

BEAUTY SHOPS 

) Under the provisions of House Bill 
) No . 32, cities may regulate the 
) hours of closing of barber shops 
) alone or vice versa . 

September 26 • 1935 

• J . H. Skaggs 
Treasurer 8 tate ~rber eoard 
405 , 100 North ~roadway Building 
St . Louis , Missouri 

Dear .Sir: 

-- --

This will acknowledge your l etter or recent date 
r Aquosting an opinion, which reads as followsa 

"In t he l ast se ssion of the l egisl ature 
there was a will passed known as House 
rlill Bo . 32, ~1ving power and authority 
to~ incorpora ted Cities and towns in the 
~ tate , to pass an ordinance aot ting clos­
ing hours t or barbor shops and beauty 
parlors . 

Now as the two occupat i ons are so closely 
connected, dol ng practically the same type 
of work, namely cutting and dressing tho hair 
htc, and 1n view or the fact that there are 
many barbers who carry both, a barbers 
licens e and a beauty operators license , · 
and who operate both a barber shop and a 
beauty parlor 1n the same quart ers , and 
could be a barber up until a certain ttme 
and a bea~ty operator after that time . 
In viow of these facts and also in vlow 
of the taet that House ~ill No . 32 is a 
twin bi l l, stating barber shops and beauty 
shops , I would appreciate an opinion aa t o 
whether or not an ordinance woul d be l egal 



Mr. J . H. Skaggs September 26, 1935 

i f it only mentioned barber shops and 
l eft out beauty ahope . 

1~s question· however arises in mJ 
mind , tor instance a closing hour of 
aevon o'clock 1a ae t for barber shop a , 
and no m~nt1on i 5 made of beauty shops , 
as prescribed 1n House aill lo . 32. 
Now the hour of seven o'clock arrives , a 
certain barber shop close a his door , then 
comaa a lady and her children to this bar­
ber &bop for a hair cut , the barber tella 
her that he 1s required by l aw to close 
his shop at seven o'clock and that he 
cannot serve her , then she goes across 
tho street to a beauty shop and all get 
their hair cut by licensed beauty operators, 
while House dill Mo . 32 states closing 
hours for barber shops and beauty ahopa . 

Please give me an opinion on this at 
your very earliest possible convenience , 
as there 1s about to be a bill intro-
duced in the Board of h1dermen of t t . 
Louis leaving out beauty shops , and I 
fear that the legality of the ordinance 
will kick back at us , as tho beauty 
operators took an active part in help-
ing to get liouse .U111 No . 32 through 
tho l ogi slaturo , and all tho better 
class of beauty shops are as anxious 
for the provisions of this bill, as 1a 
the tarbers . 

Thanking you for a quick reply t o this 
request . " 

Your attention is directed to Section 72d9 , R. s. 
o . 1929 , relating to cities and towns under special char­

ter, and said aectlon reads as followa a 

"Any municlpa1 corporation i n this 
state , whether under general or 
special charter, and having author!• 
ty to pas8 ordinances regulating 
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subjects, matters and things upon 
which there is a general l aw of the 
State , unless otherwise prescribed 
or a thorized by some special pro­
vision of 1ts charger, Shall confine 
and restrict ita jurisdiction and 
tho passage of ita ordinances to 
and in contormitJ wjth the state law 
upon the same subject . " 

. under the provisions of the above section of the 
statute, it is too pla in to admit of controversy that 
cities must pass laws 1n conformitr with Stat e lawa . 

House Bill No . 32 which was signed by Governor 
Park on April 16, 1935 , and which is now the law of this 
state respecting .the tnatant matter, reads ao follower 

ncection 1 . The legislative bodies 
of all incorporated eitlea, towna 
and villages are hereby empowered 
to pass , alter, amend and repeal 
ordinances to regulate the hours 
or closing of barber s hops and beaut7 
shops . " 

We direct your further attention to Section 23 of 
Article IX of the Constitution of l aaouri Na»ect!ng the 
charter of the City of St . Louie, M1seouri , which provides 
as follows: 

" •such charter and amendments 
shall always be 1n harmony wl th 
and subject to the Constitution 
and laws or ~asouri, 1 etc . , n 
subject to certatn exception• 
mentioned therein. 

In the case of Ex parte Tarling 241 s . ~ . 1 . c . 
932, the Court had before it for conaiderat1on an ordinance 
of t he City of st. Louie , iasour1 , and in paaa1ng upon the 
oarticular ordi nance 1n queation had the following to sa7: 
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"Tl~n court, in construing the 
ordinances of St . Louis , and 
other c!t!es in t he ntate , hao 
\Lllformly followed the conat1tu­
tlonal and statutocy mandates "" .. ~ 
* n . * * <'.) -1} we have uniformly 
hold thnt munieipnl ordinances 
mus t te 1n harmony with the pro­
visions of our Constitut ion and 
t he Legislature enactments of our 
state . o ~ * * ~" 

CONCLUSIOJl 

It is the opinion of this department that if a 
eity were to pans an ordinance respecting barber shops 
alone , 1t would not be in conflict wi th the State law. 
You will note that the City ia empowered to pass such 
ordinances respecting barber and beauty shops but 1t is 
not obligatory that they do eo . 

APPROVED~ 

Very truly yours , 

MUSSELL C. STONr 
Assistant Attorney General 

Joim • HOl ~N~ Jr. 
(Aettng) At tor ney General 
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