
COtn?Y ~UDGET ACT: 0ost of administering Federal relief on part 
of county may be classified as contingent and Incidental expenses 
or expense of paupers r-o t other wise classified and paid out of 
Class 5 . 

March 16, 1935 

Hon. caaoy Roae , 
r ro!Jacut1n8 ttornoy, 
Un1onv11l e , 1s aour1 . 

Dear t r . nono: 

~o o t1mo ogo this dep rtment r eco1• d e re~uest 
r r you tor an opinion res rdins t b count7 dget ot , as 
rollo o: 

" In a number or coun\1 s i n th1e 
atoto 1 m ad•1 scd t at tl o ooun-
t 1o r e pay! pert or tb coot 
ot adm1n1ator1ns federal rolie t 
ogonolea ea u part or th coat of 
r lioving poor r. 30na. 

The county court bore h a r u s tod 
m to write and a k you t cl ae1-
t1c tlon thia exponae should oo e 
un4er 1n tho county buaa~t . fl 

Tho t o a ctiono or tho Aot , LO s ot Po . 1933, P• 341 
rolatlns to pauparo 1oh e t hink are br d e ougb to i nclude 
relief are Cl ass 1 , h1ch 1a na tollo s : 

"Tho county court ahall ot aside 
and appor tion a ouftlo1ont ~ ou.m to core 

· ror in n poup r pot1ent3 in ot to 
bo~p1t la . Ol eos 1 lBll b t ho ti rot 
obligation o 1nat t bo county nd ahcll 
bnVG pr1orttJ ot pa ont ov r ll otber 
olaasea", 

and Clcaa 5 (tn D of o . 1933 , P • Z42) , Which 1s s follovor 

flThe county court aholl noxt sot 
asido a fund for t he contingent nn4 

er gonoy expanao of the count7, 
which shall 1n no aa~e be mor o tbao 
one-t1ttb or tlle nt1o1pated r evonue. 
Fro tbla olo.o the county court mz1y 
pcy oontin ent and 1nctdentol· axponsoa 
and expense or pauper s not otherwise 
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clasa1f1ed. 'o paycent shall 
be allo od t'ron tho funds in 
this class tor any p~rsonel 
service (whether salary, tees, 
wages or any other enoluments or 
any kind h~tcTer) eotimatcd tor 
1n precedi ng classes. " 

Jt is obvious that t his fund could not be placed 1n 
Class 1 , as that class deals oolely wlth insane pauper patients 
in state hoopitalo . class 5 contains this sentence: "From this 
class tho county court may pay contingent and incidenta l expenses 
and expen~e of paupere not otho~iee classified", which would 
include the r elief you mont1on. 

Class 4 of the County Budget Act (Laws of I'o . 1933 , p . 341-
342) provides : 

"Tho county court ol1all next 
set aside tho amount required to 
_ay t he sala ries or all county 
officers where t he samo is by 
la made pnyablo out or t11e ordi­
nar y revenue or ths county, togo thor 
wlth tho estimated aoount necessary 
tor the conduct of the offi ces of 
such officers , including ota:pa , 
otat1onory, blanks and other 
office ou~pl1eo as are authorized 
by law . Only supplies for current 
offico uoc and of an expond1blo 
nature shall be included ln thi s 
class . lturn1 ture , office ma.chinoa 
and equipment or whatever ki nd shall 
bo listed un~cr Class six. " 

We quoto t he above olaas tor tho r eaaon that vou r oter, 
we assume , to the cost of adcinisterlng ~cderal relief agenci es , 
which would include snlariea , a gco 4~c orticc expeneo or those 
adroinistor1ng the relief, and said Claos 4 is the onl y class that 
has any reference ~o ae.J.aries of county otticors . Thoae ad.m1nis­
ter1ns ~cderal roliof could not be pal~ out of the runda 1n that 
clnss~ because t hose administer ing Federal r elief ar e not county 
officers as contemplated by tho Budget ct . 

CvhCLuoi ON 

It is t he opinion of this department that t he cost of 
administer ing Federal rel ief on the part of the county could be 
classified as Contingent and Emer gency or Incidental SXpense, as 
set f orth in Cl ass 5, as well as indirect expense of paupers not 
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otherwise classified. Of course , any fund s which remain or 
come into Cl ass 6 may be used for t he cost of admini ster ing 
Federal relief, a s Class 6 c ontains t his provision: "\ft er 
having provided for the f ive classes of expenses her e t ofor e 
s pecified, t he county court may expend any balance for any 
l awful purpose . 

APPROVED: 

OWN:AH 

ROY 1-cKI T'l'HlCr, , 
\ ttorney Gener al 

Respectfully submitted , 

OLLIVER W. NOLEN, 
Assistant ~ttorney Genera l . 


