
COUNTY BOUNDARIES: Jurisdiction of 8lay co . extends to middl~ o~ 
main channel of Mo. Ri ver and Prosecuting Attorney of Clay co. may 
prosecute f or crimes committed on t he Clay co . side of main channel. 

uar ch 26, 1935 . 

FILED I 
~ 

11on . .rano s s . Rooney , 
Prosecut i ng Attor ney , 
Cl ay County , 
Li berty , Hissour i . 

Dear Sir: 

This de-:>a r t:nent is in r eceipt of uour let ter o~ 
.a r ch 20 requesting an opinion as to the following state of 

f acts: 

"A ~all pleas ur e boa t having a 
bar for the sale of beer is docked 
on the ~issouri ~i ver and on t hi s 
side of the mai n channel . I have 
two cues t ions on which 1 would appre­
ciate an expr ession .of your opini on: 

1 . When th is boat is docke d and 
t i ed up to t he l a nd on this s i de of 
t he river , do I haTe any authority 
to pr osecute the owner and manager 
f or the oper ation of sl ot machines on 
t he boat? 

2 . \'hen t he boat is carrying 
passenger s on t he ri ver and even though 
it is on t ho Clay County side of the 
main cha nnel, do I haTe authority to 
prosecut e f or t h is offense?" 

Sect i on 3377 , R. S. ~ . 1929 provides a s f ol lows : 

"Offenses comnitted against t he l aws 
of thi s s tate shall be puni shed in 
the county in which t ho of f ense i s 
comod t t ed, except as may be otherwise 
provid 3d by law. " 
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Section 11901, R. S. Mo. l92g, establishing the county 
boundaries of Clay County, proTides: 

"Beginning at a point in t he middle 
of t he cai n channel of the Missouri 
River, uher e t he pr olongation south 
of the l ine between r anges twenty­
ni ne and thi rty would i ntersect the 
same ; thence nor th with sai d range 
l ine t o the northeast corner of 
section thir ty- six, township fifty­
f our, range thirty; t r once nest wi t h 
t he subdivisi onal l ines to tho old 
sta t e line; the~ce s out h with s aid 
l i ne to tho middle of t he main channel 
of the Mi ssouri r i ver; thence down 
the ~issour1, 1n t he main channel 
t hereof , t o t he pl ace of beginning. " 

Section 12005, 3 . s . ~o . 1 929 provides: 

"ubenever a county i s bounded by a 
wat er course , it shal l be constr ued t o 
be the mi ddle of tho main channel 
t hereof; a nd r ange , townshi p and 
sectional lines s£all be construed a s 
conforming to the establi shed s urveys ." 

CONCLUJI ON 

In Tiew of t ho fo r egoi ng, it i s the opi nion of this 
department t hat t he Jurisdict i on of Cl ay county extends to the 
middle of t he main channel of the Mi ssouri Ri ver and t hat you 
as Prosecuting 1.t t o rne,- of Cl ay Count y may pr osecute for any 
crime commit ted on the Cl ay county side of said main channel . 

APPROV'SD : 

JWH:AH 

ROY llCAlTTIUCX, 
Attorney General. 

Res pectfully submitted, 

JOITN ~ . HOF~~ ' J r ., 
Assi s tant Attorney General . 


