
OFFICERS - ~robation officer is a county officer , and as 
such is entitled to receive a copy of the Revised 
Statutes under the provisions of Section 693, 
R. s . Mo . 1929 . 
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Honorable Jmnea s. Roone7 
ro3ocut1ng Attorner 

Cla'f Couney 
Liberty, Missouri 

Lear Sirs 

Thia is to aclmowlodge reeeip t ot jour l et­
ter doted necembor 28, 1934 requesting an opinion, 
which reads as rollowas 

"Our Circuit Clerk baa a n er o1' 
Revised e t a t ut es ror 1929 whiCh are 
to be b7 h±m distributed 1n accordance 
with Section 693 or a i d et tutes . 
Ill' . J . Bert bali th, who 1a our 1 ro­
bat1on Ot f icer in tbia count,r, ha 
made hia application to the clerk 
tor a aet ot the statutes . The clerk 
called ~o an~ sta ted that be did not 
know whether Mr . Smith w s ent1tl6d 
to those copies or not and asked 
tor urs opinion. 

"I told h1m that 1n rrq opinion he was 
entitled to t he atatutos b e1ng it on 
the tact that 1n s ection 693 I t1nd 
the stAtement that he is to distribute 
those ' to o ch count'1 officer•. I 
tind the statement 1n 314 ~lsaour1, at 
poge 14-!, that the Probation Ott1eor 
ia a oount)' and a public ot'.t1cer and 
that tn deter.min1ng h1o salar.J the 
statuto relative to county otficers 
appl'f• I cited the clerk thia c oe, 
but be di d not want t o deliver the 
statute until he had an opinion trom 
,-ou." 



Honor ble James s . Roone~ 

o aesume .tram your letter that r . J . 
Bert ~mlth ia the duly appointed Probation Officer 
of your count y a nd has not been superseded b7 a 
Superintendent ot Fubl1c .el.f'are , under the prov1s1ona 
ot Sect ion 14182, R. s . • 1929. 

Section 693, H. s. o. 1929, provides 1n 
part ae r ollowas 

"Thoro shall be printed a a teen 
thousand copies ot each volume ot 
tho Rov!sed Statutes, whleh shall 
bo receiveu by tha aecretarr ot 
atate, and 'tly him hold and dlapoaed of 
aa f ollows: ~• To t.bo clerka or 
tho district and circuit eourta ot 
the Un i ted States, tor the di.etricts 
ot J!in :umr1~ tor tbD use ot such 
courts , e cb two copies. To the 
clerks or tho o1rou1t cou:rt or the 
citJ or st . Louis, one tbouaand 
copies; to t ho clerk or the o1rcu1t 
court or Jack~Son count7, f1 ve lr.m­
dred co-.,iea, and t o enoh of the 
circuit clerks or othor eount1e s 1n 
t his eta te, not lese than thirtj'-
ti-.e nor more than one handred and 
twont,--t ivo copies (tor which tbe7 
Shall given receip ts), to be dis­
posed or aJ'Ilc.iatr1buted bJ ea1d 
clerk a f ollow a : To e a ch eountx 
officer and ·justice ot the peace, 
one COPJ , to be by him turned over 
to his successor 1n oft1oeJ tbe re­
ma1Ding copi es to be eold aa herein­
after provided . • 

Section 1-'171# n. s. tao . 1929 reada: 

"The c1rcu1t J udge ahall ~e!gnete 
or appoint an o.ttieer of th ex>untJ 
or some other person to aerTCt aa 
probation ort icer under the direction 
of the court 1n oases ar1e1ng under 
this article. The court ma~ alao 
designate or ap~o1nt one or mo~ 
persona to act a e deputy probation 

orttcers. " 
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In Hasting v. Jaop&r County~ ~14 ao. , l . c . 
148, 149, 150, tbe court , in passing uoon tbe quea­
t1on ot whethor or not a probation otticer a a 
county ott1oer, aalda 

"We have held that the words 'county 
oft icera ' tn their moat general aenao 
a pply to ottlcera whooe territorial 
jurisdiction 1a co-extensive witb the 
county tor which they are elected or 
appointed. (St ate ex rol. chanan 
County v . Imel, 242 o. 293, l . c . 
~) 

"In 15 Corpus Jur1a, page 481, the 
following langUAge 1e ueeds ' Where 
tbo duties of an office created by 
law are t o be wbolly performed w1 thin 
the limits of a county and tor tbe 
people ot that count,", tho salary to 
be paid by tbe d iabm-atng oftioer or 
the county from t be f'u.ni s or the 
county, the office 1a a count7 office , 
and the person lawtullJ tilling such 
ott1oe is noceaa1U"U7 a county ott1-
cer.' 

"Tbe act, Chapter 21, l rticle VI, Re­
vised 8t tutoa 191!>, p- ov1c11ng tor 
probation ottioero, provides t or the 
caJte , custody and ma1n,onanee or the 
dependent and del1nquent children, 
defines auch Children, givea to the 
circuit court ot tho counties , when 
a1tt1ng as a juvenile oourt, jur1a­
d1ct1on to determine whether or not 
a child ie delinquent or dependent 
and to commit euch children to a de­
tention home or to the cuatod,f ot 
some reputable person, And eetobliahee 
the office of proba tion otrtce~ 1n 
eveP7 county whose duty 1t ia t o take 
charge of children found to be de-



.Honorable J'qes s. RooJ187 Jon\:1\rJ 9, 1935 

11nquent 1n the count,. tor which 
ho ots, mnke such 1nvost1gotiona 
of children reported to be delin­
quent in such court, to be pres~t 
in the juvenile oourt to :-epresent 
the interest or any child wben 
chat-gee a:-e preferred against 8Uch 
Child, to tarnish auch information 
and be or auch ~aslst nee to the 
juYenile court as the court a ht 
roqu1re am to tile 1ntor:n tiona 
in aald court. He is 'veote6 with 
all the power and autho:rlt,. ot 
aher1tt s to r.uake arroats and per-
fol"Dl other eutiea incident to 
their offices.' Hie dut1ea are 
wboll7 pertor.med w1thtn the l~ta 
ot the count,-, his jur1sd1et1on 1a 
eo-extena1ve with the oountJ tor 
which he 1a ap~o1nted , be 1a appointed 
by the circuit court or tbD count7 
sitting aa a juvenile c~t and re­
ceives his sal~ monthl7 out or 
the .funGs of the count,. tar which 
he 18 a•.,po1nted. 

n0ur conelus1on, trac tbe tores o1ng, 
1s that probation officers are public 
o~flcers whoso dut1oa aro created bJ 
law, are to be wholl7 pert'onnod w1tb1n 
the l1m1ta of a county am for tbe 
benet! t or the people ot tho t oount7 
and whose aa r1es ere paid b7 the 
count'J oourta tz-om the tunda or such 
counties. am appellant 1a therefore 
a cQUnty orncer, (Reed v. l!au:!eond-
12! Pac. S46J Ntoholl • · ltoate:r• 
108 Pac. :S02) aa tbeae word a are uaed 
1n ~eot1on 11016, Revised Statutes 
1919, and is oorreot tn his conte~ 
tion that hla anloey 1a 100 per 
month. " 
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e aro . tberef'ore. or the opinion that a 
probation otfleer 1a a eount.J of't ieer and 1e entitled 
to receive a 00~7 of tbe vised Statu tes. under the 
provisions ot Section 6~:5. R. s. o . 1929. 

APPROVED: 

Roy iicKlttrlck 
At tome y Geno r ol 

Jamee L . Horn.Boate l 
Ass i s tant Attorney General 
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