INSLE POOR PATIENTS: -
s mRIFP'S F ES : For transporting insane poor pagientas.

Mareh 22 . 19386,

Sheriff of Ray County
Hicehmond, Missourl

pear dr, oOdell:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
Mareh 7th in which you request the opinion of this
lepartment as to fees you are entitled to as Sheriff,
for transgporting an insane poor patient to the State
Hosgpital, and also as to whether you are allowed assist-
ance in violent cases.,

Under the provisions of Section 8636, R. 3. Mo,
1929, the county court shall have power to send to the
state hospital sueh of their insane poor as may be entitled
to admission thereto,

The county court may, upon a hearing, under Seetion
8647, R. S. Yo, 1929, cause a suitable order to be entered
of record sending said insane poor patient to a designated
state hospital. Such order chall further set forth that
the person found to be Insane 1is a fit subjeet to be sent
to the state hospital and the clerk of the ecourt forthwith
forward a certified copy of said order to the superintendent
of the hosrital, accompanying the same with the request of
admission of the person found to be insane to the hospital,

Under Section 8649, R, S. Mo, 1929, the clerk of
the county court shall forthwith transmit to the superin-
tendent of the state hospital a eopy of such order and
the clerk shall thereupon,in due season, for the convey=-
ance of such person to the hospital by the appointed time,
issue his warrant to the sherifi of his ooun;*. or any
other suitable person, commanding him Torthw to arrest
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such inesane person and convey him to the state hospltal desig=-
nated in the order. And sald section further provides that

if the clerk be satisfled of 1ts necessity, he may authorize one
or more assistants to be employed to assist in teking the pa=-
tient to the hospital,

Under fection 8650 ., S. ¥o. 1920, the relatives of
the Insane person shall have the right, 1f they choose, to cone
vey him to the hospital. In such case, the warrant shall be
directed to cne of them and the person to whom it 1s directed
end his essistant shall, if demanded, receive the same compen=
sation ellowed for the like services to the sheriff, The
compensation for transporting an insene person to the hospital,
is fixed by Seetion 8662 #. S5, do. 1929, as amended by Laws of
1933 at page 408, which amended section i1s as follows:

"To the vheriff or other person, for
taking a patient to & state hospltal
or removing one therefrom, upon the
warrant of the Clerk, mileage goling
and returning, at the rate of ten
cents per mile, and $1.,00 per day

for the support of cach patient om

hiles way to or from the hospital shall
be allowed: to esach assistant allowed
by the clerk and accompanying the
“herif{, or other person acting under
the warrant of the clerk, $4.00 per day
for the time actually consumed in
meking sald trip,sald sum to inelude
all expenses of such assistant, The
computation of mileage in each case 1is
to be made from the place of arrest to
hoepital by the nearest route usually
traveled. Provided, that the sald
Sheriff shall furnish 211 nscessary
means of transportation without charge
other than as above allowed, The cost
specified In this Section shall be paid
out of the County reasury of the
proper county.”

It 18, therefore, the opinion of thls Department that
the sheriff,or other sultable person, for transporting an insane
poor patfent to the State Hoespltal, under order of the Coun
Court, is entitled to mileage at the rate of ten cents per mlle
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each way from the place of arrest to the state hospital by the
nearest route usually traveled, and in addition thereto he 1is
entitled to :1.00 per day for "he support of each patient on
his way to or from the hospitaly Aif the clerk of the court is
satisfled of 1ts necessity he may euthorize one or more assist-
ante to be employed to assist the sheriff, or other suitable
person, in transporting the patient, which assistant, or assist-
ants, shall recelve ;4,00 per day each for the time actually
consumed in accompanying the sheriff, or other suiltable person,
on sald trip, sald sum to include all expenses of such assistant,
The sherif® slell furnish all necessary means of transportation
in transporting & patient to the hosplital and said fees and
compensation shall be pald out of the County Treasury of the
proper county.

Very truly yours,

COVELL K. Ha®ITT
Assistant Attorney Geneoral

APPROVLiDs

ROY Hoh1PTRICK

Attorney General

CRH:LC




