
INe. ~''E POUR PATIENTS: 
s E;• I PF ' s F E S : For transpor t ing insane poor pati ents. 

~ ~ • • \rchie ~ • Odell 
~herift of Ray County 
Ri chmond . i ssour1 

Dear lf.r . vdell: 

fh.rch 22 1935. 

~I LE D, 

· Thi s is to acknowl edge recei pt of your letter of 
r eb 7th in which you reque st t he opinion of thi s 

:. epar.t ment a s to fees you are entitled to a s Sheriff . 
for tranaport i n& an insane poor patient t o the ~tate 
tiospital. and also as t o whether you are allowed assist­
ance in viol ent c~se s . 

Gnder the provi t ions of Section 8636. R. ~ . •o . 
1929 . the count y court ahal l have power t o send t o the 
stnte hospital such of their insane poor as may be entitled 
to admission theret o . 

The county court may . upon a heari ng . under Section 
8647 ~ R. 5. Yo . 1929 . c use a suitable or der t o bo entered 
of record sending said insane poor pat i ent t o ~ designated 
state hospi tal. ~uch order hall fur ther eet for t h that 
the person found t o be insane is ~ fit sub ject t o be sent 
t o the sta te rj epi tal and the cler k of the court fort hwith 
forward a cer tified eony of Sli d order t o t he superintendent 
of the hos i tal . accomranyin& t he s~me with the request of 
admission of the person f ound t o be insane t o the hospital . 

t nder Section 8649 . a. s. -0· 1929 . the clerk of 
the county court shall for t hwit h transmit t o t he suporin­
tenient of the sta te hospital a copy of such or der and 
the cler k shal l t her eupon. 1n due sea son , for the convey­
ance of such person t o the hospital by the a ppointed t i me . 
1 !: sue his arrant to t he sheri.f ~ of his e ounft. or any 
other suitable person, co.~ndlng-nim-Forthw h t o arres t 



~r. Archie ~ . Ode l 1 - 2- arch 22, 1935 

such insane person an~ convey h im t o the state hospital desig-
nated in the order . And said secti on further provides that 
if t he clerk be satisfied of its necessity, he may authorize one 
or iore assistants t o be employed to assist in taking the pa­
tient t o the hospital . 

Under Section 8650 H. s . o . 1929, the r elat ives of 
t he insane ~rson shall have t he right, if they ehoose , to con• 
vey him to the hospital . In such oaee , the warrant shall be 
directed to on~ o~ them ~d the person to whom 1t is directed 
and h is assistant shall, 1t' demanded, receive t he sane compen-
sat i on allowed for the like se r vices to the sheriff . i~e 
compensation for transporting an insane porson to the hospital, 
is f ixed by Section 8662 h . s . - o. 1929, as amended by Laws of 
193~ at pa ge 408 , which amended s ection is as follows: 

"1o ths •-h_)riff or other pars on , f or 
taking a patient to a state hospital 
or removing one the r efrom, upon the 
warrant of t he Clerk , ~i leage going 
and r eturninr , a t the rate o r ten 
cents por ~ 1le , and 1 . 00 per day 
for t he support of each oatient on 
hio way to or from the hospital shall 
be a 1lo ed: to each assistant allowed 
by tho c l erk and accompanying the 
! her iff , or other porson actin~ under 
t he warrant of the clerk , . 00 per day 
for the ttme actually consumed in 
makin~ said t rip , snid sum t o include 
all exp~nses of such assistant . The 
computation of mi l eage in each case is 
to be made from the place of arrest to 
hospital by the neare s t route usually 
t ravel ed . Provi ded, that the said 
~her1ff shal l furnish all necessa~ 
means of transportation without charge 
other than as above a l lowed . The cost 
epeclf1ed in this Section shall be paid 
ou t of tho County reasury of t he 
oropsr coun t y . " 

It is , therefore , t he opinion o! t r.is Department that 
the shorltt,or other sui t a bl e person, fo r transporting an lnsane 
poor pa tient to tho State Hospital, under order of the County 
Court, ~b untitl ed t o milea ge a t tho rate of ten cents per mile 
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eaoh way from the place or arrest to the state hospital by the 
nearest ro~te t sun1ly traveled , and 1n addition thoreto he ia 
entitle~ to 1 . 00 ~er day for he support of each patient on 
his way to or f r .m tho hospital; it the c l erk of th9 court is 
aattefied of : ts necoss1ty he may authorize one or more assist­
ante to be employed to assist the sher\tt, or other suitable 
person, in transport1n ~"' the patient , which asslato.nt, or assist• 
ant s , shall recel ve . 4 . 00 ?er day each for the time actua l ly 
consumed in accompany1n~ the sherttf, or other au1 ta'Qle person, 
on said tr p , , aid sum to include all expenees of ouch asnistant. 
The sheri f : P..all furnish all necessary means of trans ~ortatlon 
in transporting a patient to the hospi tal and said tees and 
compensation a~all be paid out of the County ~~easury of the 
proper county. 

APPROV .. D: 

ROY .-.cl\ITTRICi 
Attorney Ueneral 

CRHaLC 

Very truly yours , 

COVELL H . H~ I 'I'T 
Assistant J ttorney General 


