
OFFIC1 ,1 BOl.D..,) : Iro county o f ficer s hould be come a sur '=- t y vn the 
offic ial bond of anot her county officer . 

June 24, 1935. FI LE 0 

t 
Honor able Ral ph ~olen, 
Representative ~onroe County, 
Paris, i..assouri . 

Dear dir: 

This department is in receipt at your recent 
letter making the following inquiry: 

'' I n giving official bonds t or 
t heir term of office , a number 
of county officers in tbe various 
counties have personal sureties 
thereon who are holding other 
county offices . I would appre ci­
ate an opinion from your department 
as to who ar e disqualified from 
becoming personal sur eties on 
bonds of county officials . " 

Some ate t utes r elating to the giving of official 
bonds contain t he ~ualitications or t he sureties tor the 
i ndividual offices. ~ection 2846, R. ~ . Uo. 1929 , however, is 
a gener al section, covering all county officers ' bonds, and 
is as follows: 

"T~e sureties of all clerks , 
sheriffs, constables , collect­
ors and other county officers 
shall be residents ot the count7 
in which the bond• to whi ch they 
become parties , by reason of 
being sureties for any of the 
said officers , shall be executed . " 



Ron. Ralph Nol en - 2- June 24, 1935. 

ITe assume t hat any per son who possesses the proper 
qualifications of a surety may become a l egal suret7 on a 
count7 official's bond unless he be disqualified by the t erms 
of Section 2847, R. cl . Mo . 1929, whi ch provides: 

"No sheriff , collector, con­
stable, county treasurer, 
attorney at law, clerk of' any 
court of record, judge or 
justice of any court of record, 
shall be t aken as surety in 
any offici al bond t hat may be 
given by any officer in t his 
stat e . '' 

COl~CLWION 

In view of cie otion 2847, supra , it i s the opinion of 
this department t hat no county officer should become a surety 
f or another county of ficer on his official bond . 

APPROVED: 

0\1N:Ali 

Respectfully submitted, 

OLLIV ~R tl • NOLEN, 
assistant At torney General . 

JOHN 1. IiOFFIJiN , Jr . , 
(Acting ) Attorney General . 


