
Exett"'tio"ls of a widow or widowez· ur. ·.er 
the inheritance Tax Laws of the State 
of Missouri are $ 20,000.00 plus the 
value of a child's share in the entire 
net estate . 

Hon . .tch.L!rd .H . aey 
State r reasurer 
J efferson City ,M ssour1 

Oc t obor r'P , 1935 

At tent ·on: .• J . Arnet t , Supervicor 
Inheritance Tax De partment 

Dear C! lr: 

----

'"hia Dopartment ie 1n receipt of" your request 
f or an opinion r elative to the exempt ion of a ohlld ' s 
share ln the net estate of a decedent pass l n to the 
widow or widower . 

I n the case o In re Roger s • Estate 250 s. ~~ 
576, the Court ~aid: 

''In the S .,. for d Cnse , 91 Neb . 
loc . c•t . 753, 137 N. f . 865 , 
45 L. J . A . ( . s . ) 236 , the court 
•aid: 

' The rcrnon f or the rule see~s to 
be that tho w1uo takea her dover 
'nteroat in t he esta 1e oi' her do• 
cea oed husband l~ o~oration of law; 
thAt r -~ could not be deprived of 
l t by ' lt willJ that it ts somethin g 
which belongs t o ho~ abaolutel7 and 
independent of nny r i ·;):it of 1nher1-
ttmce oz• :;uccessior. , und ther efore 
so much o1 the es tate as belonged 
to her by right 1~ not chargeaole 
with an inherit nee tax . ' * * * 
"The wtfe ' s interest doss not paee 
to her by will nor by the intestate 



j 

Hon. Richard R. Hac7 
Att: r: . J . Arnett October 22 , 1935 

laws, but it ia bers,will or no will . 
The will hat ·nothing to do with it. * * 
"oy reason and authority the laws by 
wb1ch the widow eloeta to take on re­
nunciat ion o~ the will are not ' i ntestate 
la• s ,• and the property whi ch she acquires 
i n that manner is not subject to the in• 
horitance tax. The purpose and eff ect 
ot t he law la t o tax property whiCh 
deseenda . lt 1s taxed once by reason 
of auch descent . 'f.na interest which the 
widow acquires does not descend. Her 
inter est inheres and remai ns . " 

In vlow of the f oregoing, 1 t is the op1n1on or thia 
department that the exemption• of a widow or wldowor ,under 
the Inheritance Tax Laws in the State of Mlssourl , are twent7 
thousand dollars ( 20 1000. 00) plua the value or a chlld'a 
share in the entire net estate. 

APPROVED I 

Roy UleKil'THICK 
Attorney General 

JMi:LC 

Respectfully submi t ted , 

JOHN ' • HO~F~N , Jr . 
Aaalatant At t orney General 


