
SiHu 4C. _ J !IIO•: Oountiy Old Age Assistance Board en~i tled to neoeesary 
exp.enses fo r meals not to exceed t h e amount fixed. by 
Qld Age Asaietanoe Division. 

Ootober 10, 19S5. 

r . Aztbur 0. Mueller 
Progecuting Attorney 
Gasconade Dounty 
Hermann, Missouri 

Dear Sir : 

Thia will acknowledge receip t of your re-
quest foz an opinion, £bicb reads es followa: 

1Aoco~d1ng to Bulletin 4 dated Sep­
te ber 21 1935 issued by the Old 
Age Assistance D1v1eion at Jeff~reon 
01t~, the membere of the oounty Old 
Age assistance board are llowe4 on­
ly tl .oo per d y for meals wh1oh of 
course 1a i nadequate . Secl1on 3 of 
the law proYides f or the papent of 
the necessary expenaes. 

• 111 you ki ndly give e your opinion 
in th1s matter as to whe\ber the 1 . 00 
ruling or actual expe.nsee incurred 
will be taken as the basta for payment 
to the membera of the Oounty board. • 

Section 3 of the Old Age Aeai tanoe Act , Laws 
of !J1asourt, 1935, Jlage 309 , re da as follows: 

•In ever y county there shall be estab­
lished a county 014 Ar e AsaistP~ce ard, 
to consi st of three per sona domiciled in 
the county, each of •hQm shall have been 
a resident ' axparin c1t1zen of the coun­
ty for a eriod of five years prior to 
his or her ap ointment a t least one of 
whom ohall be woman, who shall be a -
~ointed by the county court tor a term 
of four years. exc t th t of the members 
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'firat ap'Oointed, one shall be anoointed 
for a term of two years and one for a 
term of three years . Vacancies shall 
be filled tn the same way in •h1oh the 
original appointment was made. fhe 
members of the county board shall serve 
w1 tbout com})ensn.tlon, except thAt the 
necessary e~enses incurred while in the 
performance of their duties shall be 
paid to them. " 

It is plain from the above seot1on that members 
of the county board serve without compensation except 
that the neoeasary exoensee incurred while engaged in the 
performance of their duties aze to be p, id them. The 
Old Age Aeotstance D1Yiaion. 1n limiting the megbers ot 
the county board to $1.00 per day for meals. uneloubted­
ly took into cone1de~ation tbe fact tbat it would be un­
neceser.ry tor the mei!Ibera of the board to be away from 
home for more than one or two meal a day . Undoubtedly , 
they also took i nto cons1der tion the fact tbat the 
appropriation toz administering th1o Aot 1s very llm1ted. 
Regardless , however, of their ~eason for limiting the 
members to 1 . 00 er day for meals , we think under the 
provisions of Section 11405, R. s. Uo . 1929, they had 
full authority to do so . Section 11405, sunra, reads 
as follows: 

"~enever any official , em;>loye or any 
other neroon shall travel at the public 
expense of the state and 1e paid or re­
i mbursed trom any public funds deT1Yed 
fzom taxes, fees, licenses. or 1n any 
other manner preaoribed by law, the pro­
v1s1ona he%e1n aet forth shall gove%n 
and no othex. 

•(a) netore any person shall travel at 
t he publ1c expense a s herein provided, 
auch peraon shall have from tbe head of 
the d~artment on whose account the 
travel 1s made a .ritten authority atat-
1ng the nature of the duty to be per-
tor · ed nnd the counties or places to be 
vlelt*d, provided that in the case of a 
,erson ~hose general duties require travel­
ing a. general autbor1ty tor one year may 
be 1ssued stat1n3 the general d"tiea of 
such emnloye • . 

"(b) This written authority shall state 
the maximum amount ner diem ~hat mar be 

, 
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expended for board and lodging. ! he 
bead of the d artment shall fix this 
amount at a juat ~d reasonable figure 
based lJ")On the dutiea of the erson 
traveling n.nd the nature of the duties 
to be p erformed and the state auditor 
ln auditing such an .account 1e hereby 
autbori~ed to pass uoon the %eaaonable­
neaa of the amount allowed by the au­
thority . • 

U der the above seotlon, the head of depart­
ment b a tbe right to f1 x the amoun" a per eon traTeling 
at public e.Jpen e 7 expend for bo rd and lodging. the 
amount, of couree, ahould be just and reasonable .and 
the tate Auditor is authorized to ?ass upon the reaeon­
a.bleneae of the amount ~lowed by the head of a de,art­
ment . 

In ?ie of t he above, 1t is the opinion of thia 
4epartaent tha~ the members of the Qounty Old Ago Asa1atanoe 
Board are only ent1 tled to the neoes ry er,enaea incurred 
for eala .bile perfor 1ng their dutie not to exoeed the 
maximum amount fixed by the Old Age Aeeietance Division. 

Youra Tery tl'\lly, 

J . • TAYLOR 
APPROVED: Asalatant Attorney-General . 

JE'r/afj 


