
COUNTY SUPEai NTENuENT OF SCHOOLS: A person who has not ta~ght or 
supervised schools as his chief work at least t wo or the eight years 
next preceding his election, or has not s pent t he two years next 
pr eceding his election as a r egul ar student in a state teachers ' college 
or university cannot qualify as County Superintendent of Schools . 

}.,arch 25 , 1935 . _____ ___. 

Hon . Arthur c. l uell er, 
r rosecuting Attorney, 
Gasconade County, 
1:err ann , .~. i ssour1 . 

Dear Sir: 

This depar tment is in r eceipt of your letter of 
l~arch 1 2 wherei n you r equest an opinion on the followi ng 
question: 

"Can a per s on qua lity if elected 
county superintendent of schools 
if he has not taueht school for 
the past t en years? The party 
has had 27 years experience in 
tea ching and supervising publi c 
schools and holds coll ege degrees , 
ul so bearing a li fe cert ificate 
t o t each in the public schools of t he 
State of l:i ssouri . " 

The statute i n r el ation to the qual ifications or 
a county superintendent or schools is Jeoti on 9454, R.s. 1•o . 
1 929, and the pertinent part rel at ing to your ~ues t ion is as 
follows: 

"There is hereby created the offi ce 
of county superintendent of public 
schools in each and every county 
i n t he state ; t he oualified voters 
of the county sr all e l ect said county 
s uperintendent at t ho annual district 
school meeting held on t ho first 
'l'uesday i n o\pril, 1 923, and every 
tour yea r s ther eafter; said county 
s chool superi ntendent shall be a t 
lea st t wenty- four years ol d , a citi­
zen of the county, shall have tau~ht 
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or supervised schools as his chief 
work during a t l east two years of 
the e ight years next pr eceding his 
election or appointment ; or s hall 
have spent the t wo years next 
pr eceding hi s election or appoint­
ment a s a regular s tudent i n a 
st·ate tea chers' college or uni var­
sity, and shall a t t he time of his 
election hold a diploma from one 
of the sta te teachers colleges or 
state university, or shall hol d a 
sta te certificat e , authorizing him 
to teach in the public schools of 
Uissouri , or shall hold a f irst 
grade county c ertificate authorizing 
him to teach in the county of which 
he is superintendent; ****" 

\1e construe the statut e to compel every county s•Iper1ntend­
ent of schools to be at least t wenty- four years of a ge , a citizen 
of t he county, and shall have taught or supervised s chools as his 
chief work during at l east two or the eight years next preceding 
hi s election or appointment, or shall have spent the t wo years 
next preceding hi s elec tion as a regular student in a state teach­
ers' college or university. 

I n addition t o t he above qualifi cations, a county superin­
tendent of schools must possess one of the following three 
alternatives: 

(1) He shall at t he t ime of hi s election hold a d i ploma 
from one of the sta te teachers' collegoo or state uni versity; 

(2) He shall hol d a state certificate auttori zing him to 
teach in the public schools of Liss ouri; and 

(3) Shall hold a first grade county cer t ificate a uthorizing 
hi m to teach i n the county i n which he is superintendent. 

In t he case wi1i ch you present the party holds college 
degrees and possesse• a life certificate to t each in t he public 
schools of the State of t'1ssouri . Undoubtedly this would oua lify 
him under the t hree alternatives set out a bove as t o educational 
oual1fications. 

A decision r elating to a teacher's certificate a s a quali­
fica tion is discussed in the case ot Jtat~ v . Hollowe+l, 233 s .. 
405 : 
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"**** The cause was submitted to t he 
trial court upon an agr eed sta tement 
ot fact, from whi ch it appears t hat 
r espondent ' s only insistence is that 
appellant did not possess the statu­
tory oualif1 cat1ons to hold the office 
because t he certifica te held by her 
di d not c oopl y with eitPer of the 
t hree alt er natiTe qualif ications 
prescribed in ~cts of 1911, p . 404 , 
as follows: 

' And s hall a t t he time of 
hi s election hol d a diploma 
from one or the state normal 
schools or teacher's college 
or t he state univer sity, or 
s hall hold a state certificate , 
authorizing him to teach in 
t he T>ublic school s or L'issouri , 
or s hall bol d a fi r st grade 
cert if]cate, authorizing hi m 
t o tea ch in the county of 
whic h he is super intendent . • 

It is contended by respondent that said 
certificate, so issued to appellant by 
t he board or regents of the s tate nor~al 
school , authenticated by the state 
s unerintendent of schools, is not a 
'state certifica te authorizing him to 
teach in the public schools of l issouri.' 
This contention presents the only ques­
tion for decision. 

• * * 
The certificate held by appellant 
emanated from the state by statutory 
authority and authorized her to teach in 
t he public schools of Yissouri , and said 
certificate i s t herefore a state certifi­
cate, within t he ceaninr of t he oualifyi ng 
statute . It follows that appellant at t he 
time of her election was cualif1ed to 
hold the office, and t hat t he judgment 
ot ouster rendered by the circuit court 
of Schuyler County s hould be and is 
rever sed, a nd t he cause r emanded with 
directions to enter its Judgment quashing 
the information. " 
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COltCI.USION 
.J 

As hereinabove stated , i t appears tha t the person who 
is a candidate for County Superintendent or Schools, as mentioned 
in your inouiry, hol ds the necessary educational qualifications; 
also, the qualifications as to age and citizenship , but l aeks 
t he statutory elements or aua lification in that he has not t aught 
school or supervised schools as his chief wor k during a t least 
two of t he ei ght years next preceding hi s election or appointment, 
nor has he fulfi l led the r e qui rements of the other alter native, 
"shall have spent t he t o years next pr eceding his election or 
appointment as a r egular student in a sta te t eachers' college or 
uniTer slty. " Lacking such qualification , it is tho opinion of 
this department t hat the per son you mention in your l etter could 
not qualify as County Superintendent of Johools in the event 
he is el ected to that office. 

APPROVIID : 

0-:".N : AH 

ROY t.•ch. ITTRICK, 
Attorney Gener al. 

Respectfull y submitted , 

OLLIV~R W. NOLEN, 
Assistant .ttorney Gener al 


