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r ar .;lr: 

r 10, 1 ~e . 

A r queat tor an op1Dlon boon rece1Yud r~ 
you under date ot Octo or !4 , l P3G, auoh req nt b lns 1n t ho 
tollowlna to a : 

·un~er tbe date ot July nv , 1 st JOU turn1oho4 
to Dr . ~ · r. noCA b , t to hoalth o laaloner, nil 
oplnlon relat1v~ to •coroneP' a a ea· . 1 ehoul d l l ke 
et. tbla tl• o a~ plo entar1 opSnlon ln re r to 
coroner•• ca ••· 

Ir a rtooth cert1tloat• la al eo by th@ t~ent­
lns phJ"1oten un~•r tbo cond1t1ona outllneo ln t o 
oplnlon on Ju y ? , 1e~ . a tb re •nJ oon~1t1 na 
under wh1oh a coron r can compol aft tn ueat .. 

· hat 4oatb oru to bo retorr 4 to t ho ooron r 
tor un 1nqun t bJ an attondlns pbyo1o1an ho lo qua11· 
ttod to len • death cer t1t1cota r 

On hat deaths doe~ a coToner .old 

I 

C i'. ron CCRO!'ttn • D IR~ r!8T ~ffi?.l 
to Igll1l!l0 Pl!f3l.CIA ~UOlfS llRA•H CFRt'I 

~ . :J. ' 1 .. ftOUtl, 1829 t •·eotJ1on 11& 8 , pro•ldea in 
part aa rollo a: 

" ' coroner hell b • coneer. tor ot tho peace 
throu ou~ hl a count , and ahall tak 1Dque•t.• or 
• 1olent n~ oaaual de t!1a happeni ng l n the f'l &l , or 

t ere tho bo~7 ot an~ per on ooninn to bla 4e•th oball 
, be 01eco• re~ ln hla county , ~ 
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?he phr ae •ca ual doetha~ 1n auoh oec~1oa apparentlJ aeana 
"cteatb b,. • • c aualty"' , tor the latcer Ithr •• 1tt uae4 ln 
n. !l . · l'o . , 1029, • eotlon 11Gl2. 

I t will be obaer.e4 tbat S.Otton ll&Oti does not make, 
and :aooe ot tho eoot.lona ln the ohaptor ln "blob auoc aeo­
tlon 1a t ouao, nc~el7 Chapter V6 , ontltl 4 ~xnqueata and 
Coroners~, kea t ho bol~lng or 1nqueota bJ ooron•r• 4epen4• 
ont upon wbotl.or a pbyalo 1on aa ln •'ten4aa • on the 4eoaaae4 
or not . Gur preYloua opioioD, 4ate4 JulJ a~ , l~C6, relate 
prlnar1ly ~o ~h atatutea ~•lat to the a ain ot oert1t1-
oateo or- 4eath. In t.h t optnlon we .. •1M4 you th t . eotlona 
o•e aa4 eo•' or R. s. o . , 102~ . reletln to oertl tloatoe or 

cleuth ln oaaea where there 18 nd oaa a wbore t.ller 1a not an 
attending pbyslolan, r o pcotlYelJ, appl1o4 to ~UallJ exolu­
alYe a1tuat1ona , enu wo olte4 to 70u the oaae or o •Doanell v . 
"Sella , 325 ,o. 11'70, P.l !5 . ·• ( 2cl ) ?en (1929) . It a1esht appear 
on tbe face or tbeae t atotutee and ira t.Jte 11 ht ot our op• 
1n1oa and tbl• deolalon b7 t ite ~pr e Cov.rt ot t1 aourl t hat 
no 1nqueat• are to be l"el4 under tho statuto ln oa• n "-'here 
an attondln ph7a1o1an o1g.a t ho o r~ltlooto or rtoatb, beoouae 
onl7 1n ..;eotlon S04'1 , • r~,yt.cUq ror ooa• ln ~b1oh nn attend• 
1~ phyalo1an 4o o not alansthe cer~ltloate ot death, 1~n•r• 
ODJ proY1 o1on ror retorenoo ot oueea to coro~ero . no e•er , • • 
quote4 1n our oplo1on or July 8?, l i34 , the oaoo ot o • ~oo~ell 
Y. ella oon~\na the rollow1ns etet nta 

~xn ou•n oalllna tor an 1oqueat lt uld be the 
duty or tho attend1D8 phys1o1an t o no~lty tbe 
ooroftel". " ( 21 S e \l e (14) ?66) 

rtheraore t.be Court ln t hat oue ••7• that t he 4ut.J ot • 
coroner to •1SD a oertltlo to ot 4oatb,ln oaa a lra h1obj.1a 
atsnlng uoh certltloeto 1a requ1ro~ b7 e\a,ute , ."la lnol­
dental to \he 4utlea or a coroner UDA•r Chapter .a ( o~lona 
6116 , ~~t?) R••• St . 1919 , wblOh proYl4 a t~r tak1Q6 lnqueata 
ot Y1olent and oeaual 4ea~ba . a (21 ~ . ~ . (2~ ) ?&&) . ?b retor , 

on thouGh tbe ot tutea p~vldo no ohlner, ror tbe Teter• 
r1na to a coroner or a o••• ln wh loh an atten41o phyelclen 
a1pa the certlt1oat.e or <!eath , n ••rthal••• ;~eotlon 11408, 
whlcb detlae• the 4ut1 e ot coron•~• !a hold1 1n~ueeta, con• 

· talna no qual1tloatlon, aay ' ng tbot ln~ueata aball onlJ be hel~ 
where no ph7aloian uea 1n attenGance, and lo our oplnloo , ooroa­
era ahould hol4 lnqueata 1n conne tlo~ with the 4eatho 4oaor1b•4 
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ln Ueotlon 11608, ~hetber • phyalo1en • 1 na tbe oert1t1oate 
ot <Seat.b or not . 
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In the l i sbt or Lhe rore£oln , ln anawer to Jour 
aeoon4 queat1on' al\boueb no otatut ~equlroa \be pbya1o1an 
alp1" t-he oert1t1cat.e or death to roter thla ttor t.o the 
ooronor, 1n •1 • or th laneuase ot tbo U9F9 o Court or Ula­
aourt abo•• q' rot 4 tro~ t he ooae or C' Donnell • · lla , we 
bello•• t t phfa1olano alplns oen1tloatea or c.eath, 1n wh1or: 
tbo death tall• l~hln one or tho ola .. 1tloat1on• or veotlon 
llG08, abool~ rotor aoh euob caae t o tho coroner . 

Ill 

ALT1T 

Tbe ana or to your tblrd qunatlon l a contained ln 
our anawer to your tlrat quoatlon, ••' out un4er I abo•• · 
no o•or, oall J nur attention to n. J . fl aourl , lta;, ~••-
t1on 1103, , wh tcb proY1eea ln par\ aa tollowa: 

.beneYer any ~own peraon hall baYe died~ aDY 
c uae other than violence or oaaual~J. &Ad a oortl­
ttoate ot t.he c uuae ot 4eat h la neoeaaer7 tor t he 
bur1ol or thft bodJ or cuoh peraOb, \be corone~ ahall, 
8t tbe ro u at or ~ho r alatl••• or trlen~a ot •uob 
person, hold a vl ew or 1nqueet on the bo4J, au the 
poreoo klt1 auoh ro, uo•t shall paJ all ooat.a , reoa 
and expenaoa ot ~ob 1~que t or •1o , ~ 

Th\a aectlon rel e to a &peel 1 a1tuetlon, la ~uppl1o ble to 
deetba rroa Yiolenoe or caaualtJ, an4 alao to oneea 1n h1oh on 
atten41QK phy~1o1nn baa alene a prope~ oerttt toate ot death. 

ln oonolua1on , lt 1a our oplnlon that a coroa.r can , 
an4 la under autr to , hold an tnqueat henaver auoh coroner baa 
raaaonabla cauae to bel1eYo, a~d ~ooa bel1eYe, that a death haa 
be n oauoe4 bJ v tolant or o~aual an•, or 1here the bo67 ot 
any person oomtna to h1a 4ea~h •hall be 4laoo•e~G4 in bia couatr, 
an4 alao in oaeee where a oertlrtcate ot death la neoeeaarr an4 
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la requeate4 under tbe pro•1al oDa ot n.s. Ula url, 182~. 
otlon llG34J 1\ la our further oplolon thaL phratolane 

•1sn1 oert1t1oatea or do t b ebou14 report to the ooro ·~ 
ell euch oaae Sn whlob ' he Ge t b • 1n tbelr op1n1oD been 
cSue to "flole.noe or oaaualty. 
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