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March 21, 1835.

Stzte Board of Health
Jefferson City, Missouri

Attention of Drs. E. T. IOGi-llgh
Dear Doctor ¥eGaugh:

Acknowledgment 18 herewith made of your request
for an orinion of this office respecting the designation
of registr=tion districts for the registration of births and
jeaths, Your reguest ies long =2nd for that reason 1 shall
only guote & part thereof:

"I am berewith esubmitted to you & cuestion
concerniuy the poseibility of a cnango being
made in the naming and identifying of the

. birth and death registration districts of
each county and the local registrar in charge
of such districts.

" T ® & @& B = & & & 5 % # »

#ill you please render to this office an
opinion &as to whether or not there is anything
in the statutes preventiug the Utate ‘egistrar
from designating hie districts in the 2bove
mentioned manner."

I.

{EGL 8T2ATION OF BIRTHS AND
DEATHS 'IN CHARGE' OF STATE
ZOARD OF HEALTH,

All staie health matters are under the general sup-
ervision and direction of the state Soard of Heelth. The
registration of births and deaths is provided for in Article
11, Chapter 52, R. S. Mo. 1928, Secticn 8040 of such Article
reads as follows:
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“It shall be the duty of the state board of health
to have charge of the state system of rog%?iration
of births and deaths; %o gﬁggare the mecessary

°

methods, forms anc DLADKS r obtaining and pre-
serving such recurds, and to insure the faithful
registration of the same in the registration dis-
tricts and in the central bureau of vital statistics
at the capltal of the state, The sald bosard shall
be charged with the uniform &nd thorough enforce-
ment of the lev throughout the state, g%g shall from
time to time promulgete aay additional forms and
amendments that may Le necec:sary for this purpose.*

By this provision 2 specific duty is laid upon the State
Board of Health to have charge of and direct the state system of
registration of birthes and deaths, S0 s to effectuate this
duty 1t i{e authorized to establish uniform and thorough enforce-
ment of the law and to promulgate such &dditional forms and amend-
ments, rules and regulations as may be necessary or advisable to
effectuate the purpose of the act.

By virtue of Zection 95042 R. 8. Mo. 1839, the State Board
of Health is reguired to designate the boundaries of rural regis-
tration districts, By “ection £043 the Xtate Board of Health is
authorized and reguired to appoint local rezistrars and for cause
to remove such appointees., The duties of the State Rugistrars
are principally set forth in Sectiome 9057 and 9083, which sections
though laying specific duties on the State Registrar do not
authorize the changing by him of the method of designating regis-
tration districts,

In view of the specific duty laid upon the State Hoard
of Health to prepare the necessary methods to insure the faithful
registration of births and deaths, it appears certain that if this
responsipility reets with the Board of Healtn it is their duty
to prosulgate the necessary rules and regulations. A practical
method of claesifying and designationg the various recistration
dietricts would seem to have considerable bearing upon the
efficlency of the Department.

It is therefore the opinion of this office that 2 pro-
mulgation of & systematic designation of registration districts
for the purpose of regiest:ring births &nd de2ths rests in the

state board of Health,
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1I.

STATE BOARD UF HEALTH EAY PROWULGATE
ARY 7T ICITNT MINTHOD OF DYLICNATING
REGISTRATION OISTRIGTS,

Section G042 =, 3. Mo, 1938, provides the only limitation
upon ‘he 3tate Board of Health in the zeaper of desipgnating regise
tration districts for the purpose of registerine birthe and deathwm,
iz section raeands ns followe! :

‘¥or the purpose of this article the state shell
be divided inte registration distriots, as follows:
Each eity =nd incorporated tovm shall constitute
& primiry registration district; =nd for that
porticn of each county outside of the eitise and
incorporated towns therein, the state board of
bealth shalli define and Jesianate the boundaries
of & sufficient aumber of rurai regietration dis-
tricte, which it may change frow time to time as
may Le necessary to imnsure the convenience and
conrpletenes: of registration.*

It is apparenat that this Jeotion in 1teell conetitutes
ev 2y city and facorpo rated tovn as & primary reglstration ~“istriet.
It also provides for the designetion of rural registration “istricts
by the “tste Board of Health, This stitute ‘iatinguishes hetveen
prim=ry registration dietricts amd rurali r-giastration iietricte
sn! =0 long as this stztutory claseification is retsined, the sState
poard of Health way adopt aay oum-riecsl or other derirnation deeomed
advissble,conforaenile to such statutory provisiocn. The statute
particularly constituies every city and incorporsted town &s a
primary registration district cnd eay clserific tion conflicting
with such statutory requirenent would oe void,

The plan detailed in your communic-tion would appear
to ignore tiis esteotutory clessific-tion., EHowever, 1f it does not
in fact do so, it could be adopted by the Poard 1f in the judgment
of the foard auch system would insure the faithful regiestration
of birthe and deaths,
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CONCLUSION,

It ie therefore the ocrinion of thie office that subject
to the provisions of fection 9042 R. §. Mo, 1639, the 3tate Board
of Health is at liberty to edopt any system for the designation
of registration districts which the Board might deex advisable in
insuring the faithful registration of births and deaths.

RAY G. WALTNER, Jr,
Assistant Attorney General

APPROVED?

RCY MoKl TTRICK,

Attoruey (enerel
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