
TRANSPORTATION: Approval of various state­
ments concerning transpor­
tation pboblem 

Jul7 19, 1935 

Hon. Lloyd • Aing 
State Superintendent of Public Schools 
Jeff eraon Ci ty,Mias ouri 

Dear • King s 

This is to acknowl edge your letter dated 
July 18 , 1935 , as follows a 

"This department i s preparing a 
transportation bulletin t or 
publication which will be used 
as a guidance f or school officials . 

;-ie have pr epared the attached 
material concerning three pha~ea o~ 
tranaportation, nacelya 1 . Typea of 
Or ganized Transportation. 2 . State 
Transportation Aid or Reimbursement. 
3 . Legal izing 'I·ranaportation. Doea 
the plan submitted in th1a material 
~et wi tb your approval as to a 
statement of facta for interpretation 
of the statutes concern! transpor­
tation? " 

The material attached to your l etter rolat1ng 
to the three phases of transportation was the outgrowth of 
numerous conferences between your department am th1a de-
partment concerning the subject matter. It is practicall7 
a rescri pt of our d1scuaa1ons . ~Urther, we call your 
attention to the fact that the transportati on problem waa 
before the last General Assembly (58th General Assembly), 
with the result t hat a new secti on was enacted known as 
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Section 16&, tound 1n Houae 8111 Ro. 319 approved b7 the 
Governor on June 10, 1935 without an emergenc,- clause , so 
tbat said act will go into ettect Auguat 27 1 1935. The 
State Teachera' Aasoclati an ot iaaourl wa£ ~nterested - ~ 
1n House Bill 319 and we understand had a considerable part 
1n drafting eaid section 1 so that the plan aubml t ted by 70u 
is pract1call7 the same ae that submitt ed bJ the State 
Tencher s ' Associati on. ManJ aectlons pertain and are 
inter-related to the transportation of pupil a, namely, Sec• 
tion&~t 935<i , 9195 1 921'7, 919'7 , 9358 R. s . Jliaaouril929, 
Section 1 3 Laws ot lUssourl 1931, page 340, Section 20 laws 
of ~isaour1 1931 1 page S46, Section l6a House blll 319 , Lawa 
of ~ssouri 1935. House Hill &19 , Section 16a, la not tound, 
aa yet , 1n t ha Laws ot Missouri 1935 because said lawa have 
not been printed. CODSequentlJ, we will set said section 
out in full, as followsa 

"When any school d istrict makea pro­
visi on for tranaport1ng any or all ot 
the pupilo or such district to a 
central school or schools within the 
district, and the method ot transporting 
is approved b.J t ho state super i ntendent 
of ochool s the amount paid tor trans­
portation, not t o exceed three dollars 
per month tor each pupil tran•ported a 
d istance of two mil e s or more, shall be 
a part of the minimum guarantee of such 
district for the ensuing J ear. en 
tho board or directors of aDJ school 
district makee provi sion f or transporting 
t he hlgb. school pupil whose tuiti on 1 t 
18 obligated to paJ, t o tho school or 
echoola the7 are at tending , and the 
method o~ tranaporting ta approved bJ 
the state superintendent ot schoolo ,the 
amount paid tor trans~ort1n~ such pupils, 
not to exceed three dollars per ~onth 
f or each pupil transported a distance 
ot two miles or a ore , Shall be a part ot 
the atate a pportionment to such district 
tor the ensuing year, i t no part ot the 
m1nl.mum guarantee of aueh district haa 
been uaed to pay any part ot tho coat ot 

*As amended Laws of 1933,page 388. 
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transporting such pupil• . When the 
board ot directors of a district that 
adm!ta non-resident pupil s t o ita high 
school makee provision tor tranaporting 
such pupils to such h1g'h school, and 
the •thod ot transporting aDd the · 
t ransportation routes are approved b.J 
the atate superintendent of schools 
before the transportati on is begun, 
the amount spent tor transporting such 
pupils , not t o exceed three dollars 
per month tor each pupil transported 
a distance or two miles or more ,shall 
be a part of the state apportioDaent 
to auch district tor the enauing year, 
i t no money apportioned to sueh dia­
tr1ct tram aDJ public tund or tunda 
has been used to pa.y &117 part ot the 
coat or tranaport1Dg such pupils, 
e~ept mone7 apportioned to such di.­
trict to pay the coat ot transporttDg 
INCh puplla •" 

.. 
1~e other sections ot the atatutee are found in 

the Revised Statutes and Seasion Acta and we will not quote 
them. One thout;ht we desire you to keep ln m1Dd is tbft ., 
the method of tranaport1.ng pup1la mu.at be approved b7 tbl._ ... 
State Superintendent or Schools . I n Section l6a, supra, 
you will note that said atatement ia found three t1aee tnere1n, 
eo that a d i s trict deairlng to tranaport pupils muat have the 
approval of the State SuperlnteDdent aa to tba .ethod. 
Bence, we deem it unneceaaa17 to write a l ongtlq opinion aD 
the subject 7ou inquire , 'because the .. tter baa been gone over 
tull7 orall7 and we he rewith submit a concise statement cOD­
cemlng the three phaaes ot tranaportation, which, 1n our 
opinion, _,. be printed 1n your bulletin and such moets with 
our apprOY&l aa a statement of f acta tnterpr•tlng atatutea 
concerning transportation. Thia etate•nt being a a f ollona 

I . TYPES OF ORG NI ZED TRANSPORTATIOR 

A. Types oi' '!'anaportat1on f or which speci al state 
ald ma7 be apporti oned. 
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1. General transportation of pupil• within 
a consolidated or other dnlarged school 
district that receives 1 ta resul a r appor­
t ionment under t he equalization quota plan. 

2 . l'ranaportat i on of high school pupils across 
d istrict l inea aa followa a 

a. uy rural or other d1atricta - pupils who 
attend high school and whoso tuition the7 
are obligated to 87• 

b . tf1 high school districts - pupils traa 
rural or other districts wbo are admitt ed 
to the high school . Section 16a B. B. 319, 
Laws ot ~ 1 aaour1 1 1935. 

s . Transportation ot ele.aDt&rT puplle of any 
e l ementary school w1th1n a consolidated dis­
trict when the ave rage daily attendance falla 
below ten pupils . Section 9354 , R. s . 1929, 
at' amended Lawa ot 1933, page 388. 

B. Other Types of 1ransportat ion t or which spocial state 
ald cannot be apportioned . (Diatriota that provide the 
tollowtng types of transportation receive state aid 
apportioned onl7 an the basta ~ a tractional or full 
t eaching unit or &14 under Section 9358.) 

1 . Tranaportatlon of elementar.r pupils to other 
aeboola when the av rage dal ly attondanco ot 
any rural district is lese than 16 pupils. 
Section 20, p . 346 , Lawa ot Miaaouri, lQ~l . 

2. Transportation ot ele.entary pupila 
achools when ~e enumeration ot &nJ 
district ia tower thaD 25 children. 
9195, H. S. 1929. 

to other 
rura1 

Section 

3 . Transportation of colored elementary children 
when school 1a not maintained wit~ any dis­
trict 1n which colored pupil• realde . Section 
9217, R. s. 1929. 
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4. Consoli dated d1stricta that transport 
pupils wi thin the distr i ct and recelYe 
the state apportionmept under Section 9358, 
R. S.l929 cannot qualify for the transpor­
tat ion reimbursement . since the7 receive 
more monoy under the 1aw for consolidation. 
(Socti on 13 , Laws ~ saouri 1931 .p.340. 
and Section 15o Bouse ilill 319.) 

I I . STAT~ TRANSPORTATION AID OP. REIUBURSEJENT 

A. The amount or state apportionment for transpor­
tation shall not exceed ~3.00 per mont h (15t per 
day) f or each pupil transported a distance ot 2 
miles or more. 

a. The apportionmont of state aid t or transportation 
shall be determined a D followes 

1. 'lhe state transportation gunro.nte11 not to 
eaeee4 ~.oo per conth, for general trans­
portation of pupilo within a consolidated 
or otbor enlarged school d i strict t hat 
receives 1ts recular apportionment UDder 
tho equalization quota plan, shall bo a 
part of t he minimum guar antee f or calculating 
the equalization quota for f'l&id dietric t . 

2. The state transportation guarantee , not t o 
exceed 3 .,00 per mont;tt, t or transpor tation 
of elementary pupils or azq elementary school 
wi thin a consolidated district when tbe 
&Tera da i l y att endance ralls below 10 pupil s , 
ehall be a part of the minimum guarantee for 
calculating the ~qualizat1on quota unl ess said 
consol idated district receives state a1d under 
Section 9358 , R. s . 1929 . If. stae-e~ aid 1a 
granted under Seetiou 9SS8, nothin~ is provided 
f or atato transportation reimbursement. 

3 . The state transportation guarantee, not t o 
excoed s.oo per mon~, t or transporting 
high school pupils across district lines. 
by either rural, consolidated , or high 
school d istrleta, eh~ll be a part of the 
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atato apportionment. The amount a ppr oved 
tor tranaportat lon would be added to an7 
other etate apporti0lll'89nt made to the 
di trict . 

4 . Special s tate transportation aid cannot be 
apportioned f or any other types or trans• 
portat l on. 

III . LEGALlZIBG TRA NSPOhTATIOB 

A . Transportation within the district 

1 . neral transportati on or all pup1la living 
more than ono- bal f mllo from t he achool house 
1n a!Xf echool d latrlct 7 be authorized by a 
two-th1~e vote or the qua11r1 od voters at 
an annual or spec i al moeting . School honrda 
a.re not autnorizod at thoir option to uoe die• 
trict school fimda and carry on gemral. trana• 
portat1on of pupil s within the district except 
a provi ded by law. Section l 6a.H. B. 3l9 1 Lawa 
o£ 1esour1 1 19~5 and Soc tlon 91Q?.R. S.l929 . 

~; 1he school board may w1thout ony a ction of the 
voters t ransport pupils living in an ole~ntar.., 
school within a consolidated district when t he 
avoras da1}7 attendance falls below ten pupil s . 
On17 a mnjorlt7 vote ia required ~or transporting 
seventh and e i ghth graae pupils to t ba eentral 
school. ~he law i s silent r elative to trana• 
portatl on or high school pupils within the 
district except as authorized under general 
tranaportation. f~ct1 an 9354 , R. S. lg29. 

ts. 'J nnaportat 1on acrosa dlatrlct l inea a 

l. The law authorize s t he board or directors 
or any district (rur al . e tc.) to transport 
tho high school pupil s who e tuition it i s 
obligated to pay. The coat or auch trans• 
portat1on ma7 bo pa1d tram the ~c1denta1 
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run~ and state transportation reimbursement . 
t.one or the minimum guarantee for teaching 
unlto can be used to pa7 the cost ot trans­
portati on . Onl7 the l~a1 funds raised bJ a 
tax rate 1n excess or tba required 20¢ may be 
used tor such transportation. Section l6a~B.B . 
319, Laws of Mi ssouri, 1935. 

2. The law authorizes the board of directors ot 
a district (high school) that ad~its non• 
rea1dont pupils to ita bigh school to make 
provislona for transporting such pupils . 
The coat of such transportation may be paid 
from the incidental f und and the state 
transportation reta~aement. However , 
nono of the district's money received from public 
tunds ca.n be used tor paying transportation coats . 
Section 16a,H. 319 , Laws of Missouri, 1935. 

3. T.be law governing t ho transportation ot high 
school pupils across d1~trict linea has no 
provisi on which would prohibit school boards 
f1•om requiring high school puplla to pay part 
of the coat or such transportation whon such 
coat exceeds the amount of' state t rnnsportation 
aid paid tbs d istrict (occasioned because there 
is not aut r1e1ent f unds to pay 1n full the 
amount stated 1n t he statute, ao:i such is, 
accordingly, pro ratod. ) or tha amount the 
district receives trom the state and available 
local aehool distr ict incidental funds . Also , 
ther~ is not~g 1n the law Which would 
prohibit 8117 rural district trca arran" tng 
to t ransport the high school pupils whose 
tuition 1t ia obligated to pay , by contracting 
with some high school district to provide 
the transportation. Similar action on the 
part ot s everal adjacent rural distr1ote 

y make it possi b1e tor larger untt bna 
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transportation which Qtherw1so would 
not be pose1ble in aomo cODrnun1t 1ee. 

APPROVFD: 

ROY il!ckiTTRiclt 
Attorney General 

JI.HsLC 

Your e very truly, 

Jamee L. Horn.t$oatel 
Aoe1stnnt At torney General 


