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PUBLICATION--TAX: ~ie~~:~i~~~J · o~' ~:~ ~;, -~ i~3~~- ~age· - , · 
403, Section 9952b, reiating to publication 
of delinquent tax •list. 

October 9 . 1955. - ... __ 
Fl LED 

Honorable C. w. Keller, Secretar.J 
Missouri Preas Association 
Columbia, Missouri 

Dear Sir: 

Answering 1our r equest for ~n opinion dat ed Septem­
ber 17, 1935, as contained in th~ s everal exhibits at­
tached to your l etter, we take it that Jour r equest is 
as follows: 

"(1) How is the publisher of the 
1935 delinquent tax 11~t t o be paid 
under the Laws of l 9Z5f That is to 
say: tb ere land published in 1934, 
under the existing lawt was not sold 
pursuant to said publication and is 
readvertised unde r the Laws of 1935, 
is the publisher to ma~e his charge 
under the old law or u~der the Laws 
of 1935? Under the ol~ law the pub• 
lication was properly ~barged to the 
purchaser at t he tax .. ale . 

"(2) Under the 1935 law, who does 
the publisher bill for cost-a of' pub­
lication, and how is t~c bill to be 
legally computed as a proper charge? 
Does each delinquent 1~ar require 
publication oP a aepar~te descrip­
tion of the eame tract or does the 
law contemplate publichtion of one 
description. stating t~e sever al 
years delinquency back to and in­
cl uding five year s dellnquen~y, and 
striking a grand t otal of delinquency. 

"(3) Under the 1935 Law, can the 
delinquent t ax list be divided into 
s everal township delinquent tax lists 
and sever al newspaoers

1
in the count7 

l egally publish that Pf rt of the de­
linquent tax list, whi~h pertains 
to township land in or contiguoue 
to the township where t he se~eral 
newspapers are publish~d." 
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The present law relating to publication of delin­
quent tax lists is found in the law or 1935, page 403, 
Sect ion 9952b . 

"The county collector shall cause ·a 
copy of such list of delinquent lands 
and lots to be printed' in ·some news­
paper of general circulation and 
published in the count,-, for three 
consecut1Ye weeks, one insertion week­
ly, before such sale, the last in­
s ert i on to be at l east fifteen daJs 
prior to the first Uonday in November . 
And it shall onl7 be necessary in the 
printed and published list to state 
in t he aggregate the amUDt of taxes, 
penalt7 , · interest and ~ost due there.­
on, each 7ear separately stated, and 
the lam therein described shall be 
described i n fortJ•acr~ tracts or 
other legal subdivision, and the 
lots shall be described bJ number, 
block, addition, etc .; Rrovided. 
however, that 1t a part or parts of 
any fortJ-acre tract or other legal 
subdivision or lot is •ssessed19n the 
tax books to two or more parties as 
owners thereof, then, as to such l&Dd 
or lots, such list shall be so pre­
pared and separated. To such list · 
shall be attached and in like manner 
so printed and pUblished a notic e 
t hat ao much of said lands and lots 
as ma7 be necessary to discharge the 
taxea, interest and cb4rges ~ich 
maJ be due thereon at the·tj.nte of 
sale will be sold at public auction 
at the courthouse door of such count7, 
on the first llonday in Iovember next 
thereafter, commenctng at ten o'clock 
of said day and continuing from daJ 
to daJ thereafter, until all a~e of­
fered . The county collector shall, 
on or before the da7 of sal e, insert 
at the foot of such list on his re­
cord a copy of such notice and certif7 
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on said record immediately follow­
ing such notice t he name of the 
newspaper of the eouDtJ in which 
such notice was printed and pub­
l ished and t he dates of insert ions 
of such notice in such newspaper. 
The expense of such prlnting shall 
be paid out of the eount7 treaaur7 
and shall not exceed the rate fixed 
in the eount7 printing contract, 1t 
an7, but in no event t o exceod one 
dollar for each description, which 
cost of printing at the rate paid b7 
t he count7 shall be taxed as part of 
the costa of the sale of ani land or 
lot contained in such list. 

COBCLUSIOB. 
- - - - - - - -

Answering Jour first quest ion: We are of the opin­
ion that UDder the now existing ~aw it is t he dut7 of the 
Count7 Collector to oubllsh the Aelinquent tax lis t tn 
some newspaner of gEneral circulation. Charge tor pUbli­
cation made in 1934 is ~roperl7 charged against the ~ur­
cbaaer who purchased pursuant to said publication, but 
where no purchase was made no leJal charge f or that pub­
lication can be made against the count7. 

The 1935 law contemplated a 7earl7 publication ot 
delinquent l ands and lots. ~nda and lots not sold in 
prior 7 eara must be annuall7 rep~blished, including de­
linquencies which are not outlawed. The fac t that so~ 
l ands and lots happen t o be readYert i aed annuallJ, yet 
the advertisement is t o be paid annuall7, the same as on 
land advertised tor t he f i rst time. Under the new law 
the e xpense of a dvertising is hencefor th p&JBble o~t of 
t he Count7 TreasurJ• The publla~er of t he list who is 
aut horized by the Count7 Collector is t o limit his charge 
not to exceed the rate fixed 1n the county printing eon­
tract in those counties which hnve l et a eount7 printing 
contract. The charge,in no event, can be more than 1.00 
per description per tract, the cQunty printing contract to 
the contrary notwi tbatand1ng. The char ge ma7 b e les s 
than the charge of t he eount7 printing c ontract, but not 
more . If the cost of printing the description, when· 
measured by the rate of the counti7 pr inting contract,ia 
less than ~.oo, then the cost a~ so measured shall be 
t he charge against that tract. 
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Answering your second quest l on: ~he law contemplates 
publication of one descr i ption tQ i nclude all land assessed 
wholly to any one delinquent person, and when two or more 
perso~s have ~ een assessed and b~eome del inquent for t he 
same l and, then the list is t o dpscribe the sai d land 
separate from individually owned land, even though some of 
the owners be delinquent in land on which they were assessed 
as s ole owners . Aft e r the legal desc r i ption of said land 
or l ot s the published lis t ia to itemize the yearlJ del1n­
quenc) on the thus described land for five pre~ioua r ears, 
and 1s t o show the sua of the total delinquencJ• lt'olWillitJ 
as to •1ze or type , style or form, is not provid ed t or in 
the law. The oublisher i s t o bill the County for tbe 
charge ot publication of the delinquent t QX list, and it 
should be paid as other charges against a county are~id. 

Answering your third quest·i~n: The l aw allowing 
publ ,.cation ot delinquent tax list does not contemplate 
that the li~ t be divided into township del \ nquent tax lists 
so that several newe'Oapers in the County can nublish and 
be paid s everal ly f or that part of the delinquent tax list 
which pertains t o townahip land 1n or eontiguoua to town­
ships where the several newapaners are published. 

Respectfully submitted 

WLf. ORR SAWYERS 
Assistant Attorney General. 

JOHI w. HOFFiD, Jr. 
(Acting) AttorneJ General. 

WOS :B 


