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OLD AGE ASSISTANCE BOARDS: Qualifications of County Boards.

1o~

Uctober 7, 1935,

Honorable w, Xd Jameson,
Fresident, board of Lansgers,
Jtate Eleemosynary Institutions,
Jefferson City, Lissouri.

bear Sir:

Je have recelved your ingulry which ie as
follows:

"Luestion has come up with the

Eleemosynary Board se to the flexi~

bility of the appointment of men end

wonien on the County Uld Age Assistance
/ Boards,

"The law requires thet there should be
one woman, and I vould like to have
your opin{on as to whether or not this
means only one wouen or whether at the
diseretion of the County Court they can
appoint one or more women on these
boards,"”

Replying thereto, Section § of the (ld Age Assistance
~et, Laws of 1936, pege 302, 18 a2 follows:

"In every county there shall bde
established z County ¢ld Age Aseist~
ance board, to consist of three persons
domiciled in the county, cach of whon
gzhall have been e resident teaxpaying
¢itizen of the ccunty for a period of
five years prior to his or her sppoint~-
ment et least one of whom shell be a
woman, who shell be appointed by the
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county court for a teru of four years,
except that of the nembers first ap~
peinted, one shall be appointed for e
tern'of two years and one for a term
of three years. Vacancies shall be
filled in the same way in which the
original eprointment was zade, The
members of the eocunty bosrd shall
serve without compensation, excent
that the necessary expenses incurred
while in the performance of thelr duties
shall be naid to them,”

Section 28 thereof provides that

"The State Board shall have authority

to make such rules and regulstions as

are necessary to corry out the provisions
of this act."™

It will be noted that Section & above lays down the
requirement that cach wember of the County vld Age Assistance
poard must be domiciled in the county, each of thew shall have
been a resident taxpaying citizen of the county for a period of
five years prior to hls or her appointuwent, nnd at least one of
sald thre« wenbers shall be 2 woman. 'There is no provision re~-
quiring that the other two be uwen or women, but whoever is
appointed nust have the atove set forth qualifications,

CONCLUSION

It is our opinion thet power ls lodged in the disecretion
of the County Court to sppolint one, two or three women as members
of the County 0ld age Assistance Board, provided they have the
other qualifications set forth hereadove,

Yours very truly,
DRAKE WATSON,

Aselstant Attorpey General,
AFTROVEDS

JUHN #, HOFFRAN, dTe,

(Acting) Attorney General,
DR




