
OLD AGE PENSIONS: state Board has right to appoint clerical 
hel p for respective county boards. . . 

J t ly 12. 1935 . 

aon . w. 'd . Jameson 
"'resident toard of ·anauer s 
. tato =l eemosynary Institut ions 
Jefferson City; JUssouri 

Deo.r :r . Jamo son: 

This is to acknowle~o receipt f your letter or 
Ju1y 2 . 19 3"' . i which you roque st the opinion of th1 a 
r epa.rt ... ent on certain quo stions aubmi tted therein. Your 
l etter ronda as follows : 

"The Ol d A~e Pension act provldea 
f or the appointment of an Ol d ~e 
As sistance Loard in each county and 
in the City of St. Louis . It pro ­
vides no salary but onl y the e ,.- penses 
of this board . 

"~:uest1on l:ns cozm up alreo.ey in 
regard to the setuo in st. Louis and 
.t{ansas City . It is evident that a 
board worki~ w1 thout sal ary coul d 
not handle the affairs in these 
larger centers w1 thout some secre­
tarial and steno~aphic he l p . 

Pleuse advise if we will be able to 
aupply this hel p tro~ the f 1 nds 
appropriated for t ho administration 
of this act . " 

Your que stion is. as ve interpret your letter. 
whether or not you may pay for clerks. steno~aphors and 
other employes . selected by you and used by t he County Old 
Age Assistance 3oard. out ot money &PJJropriated b:y the 
Leg1 ~ l o.turo for the administ ration of the Old Age \ssi stance 
Law . 
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Your question relatea to senate Bill No . 7. passed 
by the 58th General Assembly. a pproved by the Governor. and 
which becomes eff ective AUJust 27, 1935. 

der the provisions of Section 5 ot said Act it 
is provided that a County Old .\3e Assistance Board shall 
be establi&hed in each count y of the Stat e, whose duties 
are outlined in t he act. Tho membero of t hi s board, which 
shall consist of three persons. are appointed b J the 
rospeot1ve county cour ts of the counties, and ot the three 
mombers, one shall be a woman. .uowever, in the City of St. 
Louie the Board of :st1mate tun Apportionment of said city 
perfo~ms the same duties in the City of St. Louia as the 
county courts do in the other counties ot the State. 

By Section 3 of sa i d Act it is provided that "the 
member s of t he county board shal l serve without compensation, 
except that tho necessary ex~neea incurred while in the 
performance of their duties shall be paid t o t hem. " 

Enumerating some of the duties of the county board, 
we find under Section 7 that it Bb.aU be the duty of t he 
count y board to a ppraise t he value of t he propert,y ot porsons 
applying for pensi~ns under this a.ctre 

Under the provisions or section 9 it is provided thnt 
the applicant for assistance shall deliver his claim. in 
writing. t o t i'...e county board. 

Under the provisions or Section 10 it is the duty 
of the county board to promptly make an inves tigation ot the 
fncts and after hearing the appl icant. if 1 t approves the 
applicat ion . shall make a recom1nendation of the amount o~ 
assistance to be al1owed. or if it diaaporove. make a 
rocom~endation that no assistance be allowed. And said 
section further provides far a rehearing upon proper steps 
boi06 taken by the applicant. ~tc . 

Under the provisions of section ll the county board 
shal l have t he power t o oompol. by subpoena . the attendance 
nnd t e stimony of witne cse s and t he production of books and 
papers i n their investigation. 
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Under the provisions of Sect ion 12 it is the duty 
of t he county board to iasu o t o each applicant to whom 
assist ance is allowed, a certifi cate for one year . stating 
t he a mount of each installment. 

Under t he provisions o~ Soction 13 it is the duty 
of tho county board to issue a cert1fioato tor eaCh subse­
quent yeo.r after an investigation , and may mke changes 
i n the amount of allowance. 

Under the prov1siono o£ Section 19 the State Board, 
if t hey soe tit. my cause a special inquiry t o be nade by 
the county board and m y 11Usperxl payment of any installment. 
pend 1l'lc3 inq u1ry. 

Pnder Section 21 the county board shnll stop paymont 
of a se1otnnce i.f one is c onvicted of a misde~anor under 
t .is law. 

·ndor t h e provisiono of Section 28 it is provided 
fer mcctinga of the Stat e Board and tho respective county 
bdards i n such pl aces as may be fixed by t ho rule s of the 
Board . 

It will readil y oe eoen that the county board has 
many duties to porfrom am many quest ions will have to be 
dete rmined by it in the administration of thin \et . Files 
an l recordD wil l hBve to be ke pt and clerical work will have 
t ..; be dune i n all ot· t.b.e co nt1e s of the St ate i n tho a d:n1n-
1strat ion ot the Act . and a groat a mount of detail work will 
have to be done by eor.:o member ot t h e board or some clerk 
or stenographer or other perso"' for the board. The law does 
not provide t hat t he county board y employ any person to 
do this clerical or secretarial work. But we think~ under 
t he provisions of this Act. that the Sta. t o Board htls the 
power t o employe t he necessary holo for the co n t y board . 

tiy ~ ectio t 2 of the Act it is provided that the 
state Board shall administer tho prottis1ons or t is Act and 
may apvoint such clerical and office assistance and such 
deputies as J:'.lary be appropriated for by tho General Assembl y . 
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Turning to Houoe Bi l l Do . 541, sec t i on 46- h and 
46- h-1, passed at the same session a o tho ~ld Age ssist­
ance .\ct. wo find that a large sum of money wa~ ap..,ropr1ated 
by the LeGislature to administer the Act. And 1n sa id 
appropr!a t1on bill. among other t.hings , there 1s provided 
far "onl a.r!es nnd wuges of aceot"ntante, auditors, book­
keepers , 1napeetars. investigators, stenographers , ch1et 
cle~ks a. ~- ~ and 11 other nee eo~ o::~~~es . • For a 
proper aci!rinistration o t ' this XC1re e- 1£ 1s w1 thin the 
power of the State Board t o employ neeeasarJ and competent 
help to do the secretarial and s tenographic wor k for the 
respoct1vo count J boards of the State. 

It ls . therefore , our opinion that the state Board 
may appoint such ~lerical and office assistance tor the 
respect! ve county boards as r:ny bo necessary to carry out 
tho ct and expedite tho handling of the applications nnd 
do tail ark 1n connection w1 t h the performance of the 
county boards' dut1ee and their compensa t ion DBy be paid 
out of tunds appropriated by the Leg1sla turo under .o.i.Ouae 
Bil l No. 541 aforesaid. 

APPROVED : 

ROY ckf'i'ThiCK 
Attorney- General 

CRH: EG 

Ver y ~uly yours. 

COVELL R . llEWITT 
Assistant Attorney-Goneral 


