
ELEEMOSYNARY INSTITUTIONS: COUNTY COURTS: INSANE PERSONS: 

The law is not mandatory that the 
sta te eleemosynary institutions 
return county patients to sending 
county where keep and expenses are 
not paid,by · the county , but the Board 
of Managers of the El eemosynary Insti­
tutions have the right to so return 
such patients . 
January 29 , 1935 

Honorable .- . !!. • Jameeon 
~resident coard of Managers 
&tate .leemosynary I nst1t ut1ona 
Jefferson City 
issoo.lri 

Dear ur . James on1 

Receipt ot your letter dated Januarr 12, 1935 , 
is acknowledged , inclosing copy of your letter to t~a or-
fico or date December 10, 1934 . Your letter of date 
December 10 , 1934 , is ln part , as followsa 

"The County of Jasper owes to State 
Hospital /. 3 , Nevada , tbe sum ot 
86,527 . 18. I have been unable to 

get any action toward the payment 
ot any part or this account from 
t his court . 

Does the eleemosynar.y board have 
an1 recourse in a altua t ion of th1a 
kiDd? 'lould we be justified under 
the law 1n returnfng to Jasper 
COUn~the patients 1n-tbls !nst1• 
tutlon ?Or which they ao-?ir have 
fail ed to R.!.I.?" - - -

In our opinion to you or date December 12 , 
1934, and answering your letter of date December 10 ,1934 , 
i n the next to the concluding paragraph thereof, we stated 
as oub opinion that, 

"r e are of the opinion that t he 
Board o£ 'anagera of the state 



Honorable • E. Jameson -2- . Januarr 29, 1935 

eleemosynary i nstituti ons baa t he 
right to retu rn to the cut~t~ ot 
the respective counties such count7 
pati ents where payments t or their 
keep or other expenses, as provided 
by Section 88S6 Revised Statutea 
issouri 1929 , have not been made bJ 

the respec tive counties trom which 
such pa,menta were due . " 

e do not know how we can make oursel..-ea an7 
clearer than we did in the last quoted portion ot our fo~er 
letter . There is no expresa mandate in t he law requiring 
you t o return count 7 patients to the sending county when 
the pa,.monts f or t heir keep, or other expenses , ha ... e not been 
made by the respective counties trom which such paymenta are 
due . However , the 6oard of ~agers of the state elee~osy• 
nary ins titutions is the business and executive manager ot 
such inst itu tions 1n the administration ot t heir affa irs • 
• l e have po1.nt&d out to you what your rights are in the pre• 
mise s and 1 t is a '::latter for the board to deter"nine what 
c ourse ot action it will take 1n reference t o returning such 
county patien t s . 

APPROVED: 

ROY !llCKITTRICK 
Attorney General 

GL: LC 

Yours very truly , 

GILB..::RT LAJLS 
Assistant Attorney General 


