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SOHOOLS: A grade school pupil must attend J#str ict i n 
whi ch he lives wit h certai n except1ons . 

I 

I. • 

JWle 1?, 1 935. FILE D 

Yz . Frank J. Itfri g 
Ke3ber , Houao of Repreeent atiYes 
st . Obarles County 
St. Peters , Ui.souri 

Dear 81z: 

This • ill acknowledge receiDt of your letter 
requesting an opinion f rom thie off1oe whioh r eads as 
follows: 

"I oul.d Yery muoh appreciate your 
opi~ion on t he followin~ in r egard 
to ~he chool l aw. Cnn t he depart ­
Llent of eduoa,ion give state aid to 
a ~ade school dietrict f or p ay1ng 
t~ition of pupils living in another 
dia'tl"iot? 

"If this oan be done 1n oaae the pu­
pll lives nearer to a school in a 
district t han the one , in which the 
atuaent 11Yea, can moner be paid out 
of the state school fund f or a puuil . 
who ·lt••• ne&l"er or has to oaea the 
school in his or her om dlatrict and 
wants to attend a school in another 
soh()ol d1atr1ct? 

" \lh t I would like to know 1s if a 
echool district baa to &oo8'0t PU?1ls 
f rom ot her aohool d1atriot free of 
obafge or Whether the other district 
in 'f1liiob the punil lives has to pay 
a t¥1t1on or i f the a~te will pay 
this tuition r dleaa of how much 
neQ.fer t h1a )lup11 li Yes to the school 
in is or her own school district . • 



Jlr. rrank J •· ~ffrig -a- 6/11/35 

Section 9201 R. s . ~o . 1929 vee the board of a 
aohool diatr1~t !he right to mat' fulea aDd regulations 
in regard to 1ale adalaaion of non-r esident pupUa and 
prescribe the tuition fee to be paid b:y 8Ul • Said aeo­
tion re da 1n part: 

••• • • They ahaJ.l ba~e the power • • , 
a~ ay a4m1 t pupils not resident a 
w1tbin the diatrtot, and preaorlbe 
the tuition tee to be paid by the 
aame: ProY1de4, that the following 
oh1~4ren, ll tlier b e unable to paJ 
tutltlon, shall h&Ye the privilege 
of attendtng school in anr diatr1ct · 
in ~hla state in wh1oh they may have 
a 1)•r anent or temporazy home: Flra't, 
orp~an children; aeoond,ch1ldren 
boUhd as aporentloea; third., children 
w1 th only one parent lin , nd 
fou,tth, children whose parent• do not 
contribute to ~eir auppor1: Provided, 

her that any puson pa:ying a 
.... ~cp..p.;o~l~ax ln any other district than 
tba 1n which he ruldea shall be en­
ti t:J_ed to aend hie or her ohild%en to 
aobbol i n the d1atr1ot tn which auoh 
tax 1a 'Oaid tm4 receiTe credit on the 
amo•t ohuged fo'l tui tlon to the ex­
teni of auch school tax. • · 

Seotton 13, page 3-iO, LaYs of lliaaou.rt , 1931! reqw.izea 
the board of d1 ectora of each d every achool d atrl ct tn 
this state to 1ntatn the public acbool or acboola of euoh 
d1atrict for a u~lod of at least elght months 1n .each echool 
year, and 1t pr videa that when any Cl1atr1ot haa legally 
levied fo-z acho 1 pu-zpoaea tax of not lesa than twenty oenta 
on each one hun ed dollar of the aaae•sed T&luatton o~ the 
propezty therein, auch d1a~r1ot ahall be tted out ot public 
so~ol funda of -;be State an equal iz tion QUot in order tha~ 
auch 41atr1ots y have the funds neoeaaary to maintain the 
school or acboola t hereof for auoh 1Dimum term. 

In Yiew of ~he aboYe sections, it 1s clear the Legia­
l&tu:re intended that a pupU , unless he co ee within one of 
the exceptions ut\erated in Section 9207 • sunr a , should 
at end the diat~1ct in which he 11Tea unless he 1a admitted 
to another die~iot according to iheir r ules and regulation• 
and pays the pr~scribed tuition 1'". The onl7 except ions to 
the &boTe rule ~ermitti a grade school pupil to atten 
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school i n a d1e~r1ot otbe% thnn the one in wbioh he liTes 
at the ezpenee dt t he d1atriot 1n which aald s'udent liTes 
or providing ~ state a i d therefor, are Sections 18 and 
20, Laws of llia8our1, 1931·, pages 344 and M6 reapeotiTelJ. 

eotion 20 i s onl7 aupl1oable t o d l etrlota having an 
average dally a•tendaate of less than ftf•een. Said eeo­
tion provldea th~t the St ate uper1ntendent of Schools, if 
he deems 1 t to t~e best int r est of all concerned, aball 
in lieu of such Btate aid; r equire the board to proTide lor 
the transportat1pn of puplle to other publio aoboole proYided 
that the t o tal ~enae tnolu.ding tr~ortation and tuition 
pa.l d bJ t he Stat~ at 1 not exceed the amount the St ate would 
have otherwise paid to eucb dlatriot . 

Section 18 gives the oount,y a erlntendent of aohoole 
the power and ~es it his dutr to aae1gn pUl>lle living in 
one di ~iot t o an adJoinln district when an adjoining aohool 
is ·1110re a cceaai bl. e tor aaid pupil . Sai d section reads as fol­
lowa: 

*Wh~ever ny pUJ>ll i s eo loo&ted 
t hat an &dlolning aohool i a more ao­
oeaahle, the county Uperinte:ndent 
ahal baTe t he power and it ahal.l be 
hie iJ to assign such pWJil to such 
adjo nlng d1au1ct: P~o~def if a 
aohoql district shall: e~iv~ed by a 
coun~J line, o% it la deemed &dTisable 
to a••l pupils to a district in an 
adjoining oountr, then the countr er-
1nte~deni of the county wherein the pu­
pil aea1dea ahall mate the aaaigament , 
subj.ot to the at ate auuer1ntendent by 
any doWltJ er1ntendent wboae OOWltJ 
1a ~teoted1 and the 4eoip1ons of tbe 
state superutendent shall be f i nal : 
ProY~ed, the att .endan•e of a\loh as­
al gn pupU aha.ll be credited for the 
purp~se of apportioft2ent of etate f unds 
to t b:e district in which the student 
11Ye~, and the board of d1reotora of 
the dlstr1ot in which a&ld student liTes 
shall pay the tu1 t1on of uoh pu;>ll or 
pupil so a a1gned: Provided. auoh tui­
t ion ~hall not exceed the ~ro rat~ coat 
of ina-truotion. " 

The &boTe seption giYee the county aupuintendeut of 
school a t he power and mates it hi s duty, when a pupil 1s oo 
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loc ted t t an adjo1n1n school la ore accea 1ble, to 
aaaign such p 1 to oll adJoinlng d1atr1ot. !he oountr 
super intendent a not g1Yen the power to as1gn a pupil 
to ny district other than an ad3oln1 d1etr1ot and then 
only when the a Joining school ia more acceaa1ble to the 
pupil . 8: 14 ae tton , la1nl7 requires that the board of 
director& of th d18tr1ct in which a&14 pupil 11Yea shall 
pay the tuition of the nu:oil aealgned. The eeotion 
proYldes, boveY~, that the atteDL1a.n•e of such aae1gned 
pupU shall be !re41ted for the ))'UrJ)oae of apportlotvlent 
of State funda fO the dlatrlot ln which tba student 11Tea. 

In view of the aboTe, it 1a the opinion of tble de­
part ent t hat a grade school pupil must attend aobool in 
t~e d1str1ot ln which he liTes UDleao he is admitted to 

other 41atric according to such d1atr1ct •a rQlea and 
regulations, ln which eTent he mu.t ~ay the pzeaorlbed 
tuition tee unl•s• he coaea withtn one of the exceptions 
apectfied 1n Seqtion 9007, a r a ; or unleea IJ&id pupil 
11Tea in a diatt· ot havi ng an aTe e daU7 attendance of 
leoe tban fifte n pupUa, o.nd the State superintendent of 
acbools h&a 78<1 r ed the board to trnnsport a 14 puplle 
to another achoc>l or aohoola, 1n whloh eYent the expense 
paid by the t ~e ah 1 not exceed the ount tbat the State 
would baTe otherv1ee paid to such district; o~ unless the 
pupil i s ao l ocated that an adJoining school ia moze aocea­
alble o.nd the *unv, superintendent of scboola baa aeei ed 
auoh pupil to oh adjoining d1str1ot. 1n which e.ent the 
board of direct s ot the diatrict in which the pupil lives 
shall pay the tlii t1on ot the pupil o as 1gned. The at­
titndance of auo~ as 1gned pup111 however, shall be credited 
t or the puzpo e of aDport1onmen~ of state tunde to the 
41atr1ot l n 1oh the up11 lives. 

APPROVED : 

JoHif . • Horiiil , Jr . 
(Aot1ng) Atto:rn~y-General . 

Your very truly, 

J . • !'A !LOft 
A&81 t ant Attorney-General . 


