
RECQRDER Of DEEDS : Not enti tled t o any f ee f or r ecor di ng figure~ 
i n a deed ; entt tled to t en cents for every 
hundred wor ds f or r ecor di ng acknowledgments . 

t!ay 11 , 1935 . ;-· i r , 

Fon. Duffy J . Hudnall 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
Scotland County 

e"'t!>h1s , Ussout1 

Dear Sir : 

This • ill acknowledge reco1~t of your letter 
of recent date requesting n O? inion from thi s office 
whi ch reads as follows : 

• ould like to know whether to count 
figures i n counting the number of 
words when cbarJ 1n1 for oo~yi deeds 
or certif ied co, i eo . Does eacn figure 
count as n word? 

"What should be charged for extra ac­
knowledgme.~s attached to a deed when 
it t s recorded . Some of our attorneys 
s y extra acknowledgments are 25f each 
and some say it is 10¢ u~~ hundred 
words . " 

Secti on 11804, n. s. Ko. 19~~ . nrovides what fees 
t he recorder i e ~llowed for hi s ervioe and reads as fol­
l ows : 

• necorders shPll be allowed fees for 
t hei r services as foll ows: 

n For recording e;ery deed of (or ) 
1nstr~ent , f or every hu .dred 
words.................. . . . . . . . . 10 

In addi tion to the a oove fee 
for reoordin~ deeds , they 
sh~ll be all owed for record­
i ng every such 1ns t~~ent re­
lating to real estate, a tee 
of ten cents , as a compensation 
fo r mak1n~ a nd preeerv1n~ d1rect 
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and inverted i ndexes to every 
book containi ng deeds affect­
i ng rea~ esta te . 

For every c ertificate and 
ae&l. . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • 50 

•••••••••••••••• 

Uay 10 , 1J35 . 

section 11547 , R. s . Uo . 1929, nrovides t he canner 
of r eco rdi ng de~ds and cakes it t he duty of t ho Recorder 
to r ecord the a.elcnowledgment s , ln"itten on or under t he same . 
Sai d aeotion i s i n part as follows : 

MTh• r ecorder shall record, without 
del$y , every deed , mort~age , oonvey­
anc¢ , deed of t r uot , bond, commiss ion 
or other wr1t1~; delivered to ~ for 
record , with t he aoknowledgaen,, •••~ 
writ ten on or Wlder the e. e , • • • • , i n 
t he order of t i ue when the acme shall 
have been delivered fo~ recard, . by 
wr1t1ng them word foT wor d , in a f a i r 
hand , ••••. • 

Section 3101 , R. S . lfo . 1920 , p r ovides 1hft.t a Recorder 
i o entitled t o ~en oent a for every hundred words for furni sh­
i ng ~ certi f ied copy of a chattel mortgage filed in hi e of­
f ice . Sai d sec tion reads : 

n;vory such recorder of deeds shall 
be •ntitled t o r eceive fo r certif ied 
co~tee of such inotrument o so f i led 
ao afor es i d , when r equested to furnish 
the sa e , fo every one hundred worda , 
t en c ents; o.m in every cnsc here a 
oopy ot t he i netruoent shal l have been 
f iled at t he request of t te cortga~ee 
or assi gns holding t he original, such 
recorder shall certify on the back of 
sue~ ori inal t PAt a t rue copy there­
of hna been file~, givi~g d&te,for 
which service euoh recorder shal l be 
mtftled to n fee of ten cento . " 

I. 

I! we understand your first que2t ion clearly , you 
desi re to know hat feee you are enti tled to for recordi ng 
deeds and f or f~rnishing certified copies of sai d deeds . 

l 
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Under the provis ions of ~ ect1on 11804, supr a , a 
recorder of deeds i s allowed for recording every deed or 
i nst rument , to~ every hundred words , ten cents . It will be 
noted that the statute does not aoecifically nllow ~ny fee 
tor reoordin~ fi~es. any s t a tutes allow a fee fo r co~y-
i ng both words an~ figures . For ins t ance , Seot1on 3248 , 
R. s . l.to . 1919 , c.ll.ows a recorder for transcrib i ng t he 
records, when ordered oy tho oounty oourt to do so , to such 
compensat ion as aay be all owed by the county court not to 
exceed ei ght cents fo r eYery hundred words and f i gures . Section 
11563 , ~ . s . ~o . 1929, allows ~ recorder t en oents for every 
hundred words and t i gures f or copying a new abstract and i ndex 
of t he record , when ozdered by t he court to do so . Since t he 
Legislature allows a fee for copJing f i gures as well as words 
under ~ections 3248 and 11003, suor a. , but f ails to allow any 
fee for recording figures under Sec1ion 11804, it i s evident 
t hat t hey d1d not i ntend t at a recorder should receive a fee 
f or r ecor di ng f i gures . 

The r i ght of a ?Ublic of f icer to f ees 1s derived from 
t he statutes . He l s entitled to no fees for services unless 
t he statute gives it and hen t he s t a tute ! a ile to provide 
a fee f or s erTices, he i s required -to perform as a public 
officer , he has no cla i m on t he St ate for co~ensat1on t here­
for . Gammon v . Lafayette County , 70 Yo . 675; 11111ams v . 
Charit on County , 85 Uo. 645. 

Under t he oroviaions of 9ection 3101 , su 1r a 1 a recorder 
i s allo a fee of t en cent s for every hundred words ror f urnish­
i ng a certi f ied copy of a chattel mortgage f i led in hi s office. 

Under the provis ions of Section 11804, supr a a record­
er i s entit1ed to ~ fee of f ifty cents for every oertilicate 
and seal . :Je f i nd no s t a tute requiring bira to copy a deed t hat 
i s to be certi f ied oy hi m or llow hi e eny fee f or doing ao . 
Be , of course , i s entitled to a fee of fi f tr cent s for certify­
i ng and atf1xi ng hi s seal to said deed. 

I n vi ew of the &boTe , it i a the opinion of this depart­
ment t hat a recorder of deeds 1s entitled,tor recordi ng every 
deed or i nstrument . to a fee of ten cents f or every hundred 
words but is not entit led to any fee fo r recordi ng f i gures ; 
t hat a r ecorder i ra entitled to fifty cents for cer tifyi ng to 
and nf t i x1n , hio s~al to any inst~ ent, but t hat the statute 
does not ma~e it hi s duty to copy the i nstrument to be certified 
or al low him any fee therefor exce Jt in the case of a certif i ed 
copy of a chattel aortgage f or whi ch he 1c entitled to a fee 
of t en c ents for eyery hundred wor ds . 
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II . 

Section 11547, R. s. Ko . l 929 , ~a~en it the duty of 
t he recorder to ~~cord without delny every deed , mort gage , 
oonveya~ce , deed of trust , bond , commiss ion, )% other writi ng 
delivered ~o him tor reoordin with the acknowledgments wri t ten 
on or under the same. 

Section 11804, R. S. ~ o . 19~ , allows hi m, as co 
penaat1on for record1n~ every dee~, a fee of ten oents for 
every bu.1dred ~orde although t he s t a tute makes it hi duty t o 
record t he acknowledgment a a well aa the deed , no extra com­
pensation i s allowed therefor , except for the additional words 
cont ai ned in the acknowledgments . 

e a:e t herefore of t he opini on t nat a reooTder i s 
only entitled t o ten cents fo r every hWldred words for record­
i ng all acknowledgments oont ni ned in any deed. 

APPROVED : 

RCY ;Jo!Ii''fRIOK 
Attorney- General • 

.T.:.T/afj 

Yours very t ruly , 

J . E. TAYLOR 
Assi s t ant Attorney- Gener • 


