TAXATION AND REVINUE: )
CGUKTY COLLECTORS: )
COUNTY CLERKS: )

rFees of county clerks and county collectors
Re: Delinguent land lists, back tax beoks;
and fee of county collecior for delinquent

taxecs, ;

June 28, 1935.

Hon, John C, Harlin
Collector of the Revenue
vzark County
Gaincsville, Missouri

Dear Mr, Harlin:

o

This is to acknowledge your letter as follows:

"will you k

indly render your opinion

on o8C. 29560 S¢ As 19&] Page 42?.
and state in your opinion whether the

county cour

t in makingd a compromise

with a taxpayer on delingquent taxecs
due and unpald have the right to
reduce the fees duve the clerk for
making the back tax book and the
collectors fees and commission for
making the delinguent tax 1list,

"The fee of

the former collector

and clerk for making the back tax
book 1s brought forward on the con=
solidated back tax book and collect=-

ed ag cost,

and if the county cowrt

has any right to compromise the
clerks and eollectors fees for making
the book I would like to know at

once, This

question is up at this

time and I wi!' aporeclate your

answer,"

In State ex rel. Attorney-ieneral v, Rair, 63 5., W,
(24) 64, 1. ¢c. 66, the Supreme Court of ¥Missouri, en Bane, said:

"The same rule necessarily gpplies
to the other interveners, who as




don, John C, arlin P - June 28, 1938,

publiec officers have no contractual
right as to their terms of office-

argﬁ%g%g compensation or any vested
TI n oI%Eer. the same being
subjeet to legislative econtrol. # #
# % % The fees of the collector and
his attorney and of the interveners
are subordinate tc the general lezis-
lative power tc impose, increase,
diminish, or remit penalties for tax
delinquencies; and no vested right
of amy of tien T T the

r i

ssion,” (underscoring ours)

I.

COLLECTOR 'S COMKISSION ON COMPROMISED
“BAGK TAL: Se

On February 12, 1935, this lepartment rendered an
opinion to Honorable Forrest Smith, State Auditor, concerning
the collector's commission on compromised back taxes, ruling
as follows:

"From the foregeing, it is our opinion
that the collectors can only retain a
comnission on the amount of money actually
collected, re less of the face value of
the tax bill,

We are enclosing herewith copy of that opinion,
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FEES OF CO.LECTOR FOR MAKING DELINQUENT
s - §CLTNT TOF TRKTNG

Section 99495, Laws of Missourl, 1933, page 426, in
part provides as follows:




Hon, John C, Harlin -D- June 28, 1936,

Ui % # % #; all taxes hereafter becom-
ing delinquent slall bear interest
until paid as provided by section 9952,
and shall also be subject to the same
fees, commlssions and charges as in
this chapger providou for taxcs now

dolinqumt. oxce t that for maki
recor the o uon nﬂ_%?&_fﬁo
colle g%‘ ma ke 8 Ill E

c ar or 2&: cer "E:?E"tﬁ-

S R Y
the clor Tor %,-5—%*5% ,%'zn T
r e

cﬁoco wen
£ Tand and To
IIe -ﬁIrrMn r’f—‘mt- per

aclctlorg IE,

We invite your attention to the underscored part.

It is our opinion that the collector is entitled to
a fee of ten cents per tract, city or town lot, for making
and recording the delinguent land list, regadless of the
face amount of the tax or whether or not said tax is compro-
m:l;ed by virtue of Section 9950, Laws of Missouri, 1933, page
427.

It is our further opinion that the cleri or other
oificer who makes the back tax book is entitled to receive
a fee of only ten cents per tract, city or town lot, and in
addition theretd for comparing and authenticating such record
of the delinguent list of land an additional fee of five cents
per tract, city or town lot, regardless of the face amount of
the tax or whsther or not sald tax is compromised by virtue
of Section 99560, supra,

III.

FEE OF COUNTY COLLECTOR FOR RECORDING
THE LIST OF DELINQULNT LAND AND LOTS.

Section 9969, Laws of Missourli, 1933, page 429, in
part provides as follows:




"+ %« # To the county collector, for
recording the list of delinquent land
and lots, twenty-five c¢ents per tract,
to be taxed as cost and collected
from the party redeoming such tract,”

It 1= our opinion that the county collector 1is
entitled to a fee of twenty-five cents per tract for record-
ing the list of delinguent land and lots, regardless of
the face amount of the tax or whether or not said tax is
comproulised by Seetion 9950, supra.

Yours very truly,

James L., HornBostel
sgsistant Attorney-General

APPROVED:

2\Ji

O. '.'"-'. L 3 W » -8
(Acting) Attorney-ieneral.
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