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~on . John c. ilarlin 
Collector of the Revenue 
uzark .,ount y 
C~in svil le . 11 ssouri 

~ eo.r Y.r. .!arlin : 

F 1 LED 

3 

rbis is t o acknowl ed3e your let ter o.s foll ows: 

" Will you tdndly render your opini on 
on .... $c . :)950 S . A . 19 33 , Fage 42'1, 
~nd st~ te i r your opinion whet her t he 
co~ty cour t i n maklng a co~promi se 
wi t h a taxpayer on delinquent taxe s 
duo and unpaid have the r ight t o 
r euuce t he fees due thO clerk for 
makil)g the back tax book o.nd the 
coll¢c tors fees nnd c~~saion for 
making the delinquent tax list. 

"Tho feo of tho former col lec tor 
o.nd c l erk for making tho ba ck tax 
book is brought for ward on the con ­
solidat ed back tax book and collect­
ed a$ coat . and if t he count y court 
has any right t o compromise the 
c l erks and c ollectors fee s tor mak.ng 
t J1o boo!! I 110uld l i ke to ~ now at 
once. This quest ion is up at this 
time and I wi '' aonrecio.te your 
unswer . " 

In St ate ex rel . Attorne~ - ~cneral v . lr, 6S 3 . ~ . 
( 2d} 64 , 1 . c . 66 , the ...,upre .. e Court of '1 ssourl , en Bane , said : 

" The same r • l e necessarily applie s 
to the other intervenors , w~o a s 
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publ~c off' icora havo no contractual 
right;J as t o their t erms of of!i ce · 
or tbolr coms:enaat i on or any vosted 
ri'gh£ I n elt er. the same being 
subject t o legisla tive control. * * 
~· · . .- ~ The foes of tho collector tmd 
his ~ttorney and o f the intervenors 
arc subordinate t o the general leJ!s­
lat1ve power to impose , 1ncrence, 
di minish, or remit penal ties for tax 
delinquencies; and no vested right 
of !St. of t }o. cm I'Sfmbired bz t e 
rowioeion. " (uiideracorlng our'ir 

I . 

COLLECTOR 1 

On lt~ebruary 12 , 1 935 , t his nepartment rendered an 
opinion to Honorable • orrost Sm1 , tate AUditor , concerning 
the collector's commissi on on compromised back taxes, ruling 
as follows: 

"From the foregoing , it i s our opinion 
that the coll ectors can only retain a 
co~iosion on the amount of monoy actually 
collected, re~dle sD ot the face value ot 
the tax bill • 

. e a.ro or clo sing horewith cop,y of that opini on. 

II. 

section ~945, Laws of Uissour1. 1933, page 426, 1n 
part provides as follows : 
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•* * ~ * *; a l l taxes herea~ter becom­
ing delinquent shall boar interest 
unt il oai d as provided by section 9952 . 
and shal l also be sub j ect to the same 
tees . com~ss1ons o.nd c harges as 1n 
this chapt er provided for tax s now 
delinquent. e.xceft t m t tor makiif and 
recor~ns the de1Dguent~rmd lis & he 
colle t or 1ihO mke o such OO'O'k and the 
clor~ or otliOr officer who mak~tne 
ibo.ciC tax book • shall recel vo lnfx ten 
cents pek tract , cit; or town .:.2.:.L and 
the cler i'or coraarin:;a.ruraut entr:­
eati~ sucs-reco of theCrellnguent 
list ,!fliii'd and lots asmade b..z the 
COI!eetor sEarr-recelve-flve cent;-p8r 
tract, c it: .2£. !.2:!!! l ot . * 

cO invite ~our attention to the underscor ed part . 

I t is o~ opinion that the col lector is entitled to 
a foe of ten cents ner tract. city or town l ot, for caking 
and recording tho del inquent land list. r eg:rdl.ess ot the 
face amo nt of the tax or whet her or not said tax is compro­
mised by virtue or Section 9950 , Law:- of Missouri. 19~. page 
427 . 

It is our further opini on that t h e cler :< or other 
o fle er who ~ea t he back tax book is entitled to receive 
a fee of only ten cent s p<.r tract, e1ty or town l o t, a nd in 
addit ion there-to for co-up1rinJ and authentica ting rueh record 
or the delinquent list of l and an additional tee of f ive cents 
per tra ct, e1 ty or t o1111 lot, regardless ot the f a ce amount of 
the ta.x or vths t ller or not said tax ie compro .. 11.sed by virtue 
of sect ion 9~50 , supra. 

III . 

FEF. OF' COUN'rY COlJ~ CTOR FOR RF.CORDI NG 
'l'.f'.. ; t'fST .Q!:: 1 ELINQUF.NT LAND !!!Q LOTS . 

Secti on 9969 , ~ws of Mi aaouri , 1933. page 429 , in 
part provides as tollows: 
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•* * * To the county collector, for 
rocordin~ t he list ot delinquent land 
and lots , t TJonty - f'ivc eente per tract. 
to be t axed o. s coot and collected 
from the party redeeming such tr ct . " 

It is our opi nion t ha t t he county collector 1a 
entitl ed t o a fee of twonty - f1vo cents per tract for record­
ing t he list or delinquent land and lots. regardless of 
the face amount of the tax or whether or not said tal.. is 
compromised by section 9950 . supra . 

APPROVED: 

JLH:E G 
Ene. 

c .. , ;)i': •• 
Attor~-'ieneral . 

Yours very truly. 

Jo.me o L. HornBos tel 
~~sa1etant Attor ney- General 


