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Dr . .. · • J . Gullba.u1t, President 
nissouri 3to. t o .~.o nr<l of (J tol:l.otry 
423 :orth nroo.dtray 
.Jt . .ouis, ~l1ssour1 

IJoar !:,.'r . Guilbault: 

Thi :J io to o.clmowlodc:;o your lottor of ,ebruary 2 , 
1955~ o.s follows: 

" "ty o.tt on t 1on has been called to the .:;>ro­
posod a~ondcont t o t~e optonotry law, 
~oction 13501, pnraera h D, t o wit: 

• .lith or \rl. thout prescription, 
tho trans£orring, roJlo.o1ng , ad­
justing, changlng or dupl ico.ting 
lonocs in spocto.cles or oye r lo.ssos , 
adjusting lonsos in fracas , or 
adjus tinn rr~cs or s? octnclos , or 
doo.lL1g in l onooo or cyogla.sso!l at 
reto.il , all for t~o purpose o£ 
othor porsons to woa.r .• 

A. 10es t hin paro.graph ta e i n or af"oc t 
Job .ors o~ wholesalers or oanu£acturors 
o... oyo glo.asos? 

B . • .. oes 1 t prohibit jobbor!J or t'lholo­
salern doalin in oye -lo.sooo f'ro:~ fill­
ing proocript1onD for oculists or op t om­
etrists for oye gla.s~os or spoctacloo? 

C. Does t h io 9roposod ~cncbnont to tho 
op t o 10tr:r lalf pre vent license~ !> ysicio.ns 
or su·-.(,.jcono frou tostlnr; eyes or troo.t­
lng !) llilO ' 
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"D. I s t~e medical act ou1'tic1cntly 
broad t~ protoct physic1ana and ourgeono 
f~o~ t he operati on of this propsod ~ond­
mont to t ne opto~otry act? 

I ~~all be plenood to hnvo this op1~1on 
roo.dy f or t:lO for TuoGday morning, '"ebruo.ry 
5, whon I will bo in Jeff erson City_ 
which opinion I ~ould l iko t o hnvo nt 
bond TThcn I discuss this proposod law 
w1 th the r.cmboro of tho Legislature . " 

~ouso Bill ~o . 247 is an act to ~nd certain provisions 
1n l~ticlo 1, C' a ptcr 101, R . 3 . ~o . 102~ , portalnlng to 
'Sto..to Doo.rd of Optometry . " ;.)ectlon 13501 appoo.rln3 1n nome 

Bill no . 247 dof'lno~ what con3tltutos "pro.ctico of optometry. " 
It ropoal s o.>ect1on 13501 1 a . e. l!o . 1H2!:> • n.."'ld enacts 1n lieu 
thoroof practical l y t he samo soetlon and ol~natins therofroo 
provision relative to "rog1storod ap-rent1c~s" and clarif ies 
a practice no~ existing under tho old law. This aoction in 
part provides as followo: 

" .3octlon 13501 . t-...ny ono or nny c lbination 
of tho .!"ollo1'11ng pro.ctice:J sho.ll consti­
tute the practice o~ optometry: 

(d) r.ith or Without prescription, the 
trL""lsf orring, replacing , adjusting, · 
chancin6 or duplicating lenses in 
spectac~os or oyoelasses , adjusting 
lonsoo in fr~es, or adj~t1ng rracos 
or opocta.cloo , or dealing 1n lonso::; or 
oycglnoses at rotall, all for the 
purposo of other persons to ueo.r . " 

Your inquiry concerns Po.ragro.ph "( d )" . ao lnv1te 
y~ur att ention to the word "retail " !'ound in tho above section. 
I~ o. jobber or ~holosalor or ~anufacturor oi cyeglaasos do tho 
things provide(" far 1n Paragraph "t d)" , t hen, of course , such 
woul d be practicing optometry. Rovovor , oaid paragraph dooo 
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not affect job or s or whole::ullors or manufacturers of eye ­
glasses if 3UCh do not deal in saue at retail, that is, if 
ouch jobbers or holosalera, ao ngonts for nn oculist or 
opto~otrist, ro~lnco, transfer, adjust , chango or uupllento 
lonsos in apoctnclos or oyoglnnocs f or tho opto~etrlst, thon 
such would bo, in effect, an agent tor tho optoJetrist or 
oculist and would be w1tuo~t tho provisions of Pnrazrnph "(d)" , 
oupra . 

":o nnovor yQur quootion "An, vhon , in .the neg ,tivo, 
with l~:tations as nbovo ~ot out . 

In nn::mcr to your quostion "B" , in our opinion, the 
mswor is "llo • " 

In anawer tQ your quest ions 'C" end "D" , in our op :.nion 
t hic proposed nmona=ont docs not prohibit, rostraLn, or place 
n_~y restriction upon liconoed physicians or ourceons to troat 
ail.l::lont::s of tho oye . The modienl doctor'" now may do.. • 
co o in treating oyon t!lan ONopto o 1.;-rist, and t"-rl.o o.ct would 
in nowise limit them in thoir practice . 

Trusting thd above answers your inquiry, we ore 

A~PROVED : 

JLli:EG 

HOY UAR!ttr1cfi 
Attorney- General . 

Yours very truly, 

Jac.os r, • .t..orn.Dostel 
Assistant Attor~oy-~onornl . 


