SCHOOLS: Any pera}n between the age of 6 and £0 years, unless
' defective, has a right to attend public sechools.
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September 10, 1936,

Hon, W, W, Graves
Prosecuting Attorne
Jackson County

Kangas City, Misso

Dear kr, Graves:
acknowledge your letter as follows:

nclosing herewith copy of a
from Mr, H. Se¥illan, Super-
t of Schools, Lees Summit,
i, which 1s self explanatory.

ou kindly furnish Mr. Mclillan
information he desires."

an's letier, in part, reads as follows:

pulsory age of sehool

¢e begine at SUVEN. Free

on begins at SIX., Does a
board have the legal right
pupils from attending sehool
hey are sevent?

ckground for thies guestion is
ows: Uthen pupils are pepre
to enter the First Grade at
nological age of s8ix, there
se whose mental age, or the
the mind, is not six, and

e cannot do First Grade work
FAIL, Get A DISLLIKE FOR

AND HAVE TO REPEAT THE WORK.
ple, it is possible, AND IT
PFEN, that a c¢hild, who has




Hon., W. ¥, Craves e Sept. 10, 1936,

lived |six years and has a mind of an
averagje four or five year old child,
enters the First Grade. 4t is obvious
that the c¢hild cannot do the work re-
quired of children whose minds are

six years of age. It would be better
to p this child out of sechool

another year to let his mind grow
older so that he could come more

nearly doing good First Grade work

and ¢ gquently get a better founda-
tion flor later work. In some cases,
some ldren should not start to

school until the aze of eight., of
course, this case could not be enforced
on account of the compulsory attendance

law, ver, if it is legally
possi to keep children out of sechool
until seven, chronologically, the

exceptional cases will omtully
receive better education,”
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Does .&. lsoudhan the le
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Article xF. Seetion 1, Constitution of Missouri,

provides as follows
ral diffusion of knowledge

s of the pecople, the General
ee public schools for the

s instruction of an
Te botuesn \bs ases ol
SN i e A
In the case of "right v. Board of REducation of St.

Louis, 246 S, W. 43, the Supreme Court of Missourl, page 44,
saild the following:
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place any restriction upon
legislative action in regard thereto

other than an aze limit within which
Eﬁor Zranted were

8 gran to be enjoyed."

in Rogor;‘;. lMeCraw, 61 Mo, App. 407, the St. Louls

Court of Appeals, ze 409, said:

"To entitle the plaintiff to maine
tain e action, she must have been
within the school age (as fixed by
the constitution) at the time she
was priohibited from attending the
school. Roach v. Board of Ffublie
Schooﬂa. 77 Mo, 484.,"

It is o
of six and twenty
and the board is n
until they attain
that the facts sta
Justifieation to
school until sueh
child is fesble-mi
not have to be admi
vided for normal c
tive _children are
instruction shall
9220 and 9434, Revi

opinion that any pupll between the ages
ars has a legal right to attend school
Justified in denying attendance to pupils
e aze of seven, It 1s our further opinion
in your letter would be no excuse or
certain children the right to attend
tain the age of seven. However, if a
ed, deaf, blind or ecrippled, such would
ted to the same school of instruction pro=-
ldren, but when ten or more of such defec-
ound in the distriet a special class of
provided for same. Sections 9218, 9219,
Statutes of Missowri, 1929,

Yours very truly,

, James L. HornbBostel
' Assistant Attorney-General
APPFOVED:

JOEN W. HUFFMAN, Jr.,
(Acting) attorney (eneral
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