
DDIOID: STATE O.A.RD OJ' HEAL1'H: Persona p raot1o1ng "h8 pro- --· 
feasion of Naturopathy are 
subject to the regulations of 
State Board of Health and re­
quire a lioenae under Section 
9118 R. s. Ko. 19a9. 

March as, 1935 . 

Bon. • w. GraTe 
Prosecuting Atto ey 
Xansas City , Yia uri 

Dear Sir: 

Tbis d 
quest for a.n opi 
otate as follows : 

a.rtment wishes to acknowledge your re­
on under date of C&roh 9th , where in you 

lows : 

re is located here 1n l anaaa· 
an i nstitution styling itself 

he Columbia College of Haturo­
y, which prepares its student• 

to eal the sick by administering 
con ootions of herbs . 

1 Th y have requested e to obtain 
an p inion fro~ you aa to whet her or 
not they woul.4 oo~e under the regul8.­
tio of the St ate Kedioal Board and 
whe her or not they would haTe to have 
a 1 oenae to pl'aotioe. 'fhey do not 
wr1 e any nresqri~t1ons for medicine 
or ttempt to cure except by administer­
ing different concoot1ona of herbs. 

1 I ab you would &dYi ae me whet her 
or t they oan be proceeded against 
for pract1o1ng medicine without a 
lio nae . " 

Section 9 18, R. s. Ko . 1929, reads 1n part as fol-

person nr aot1c1ng medicine or 
e77 in this s tate , and any nerson 



/ 
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at~mpt1ng to treat the slok or others 
af ic.ted with bodily or mental 1n1'1rm1-
t1 s , and any per son repreaent1ng or ad­
ve ising h1m:aelf by any means or through 
an medium whatsoner or 1n a.ny manner 
wb soe~er, so aa to l nd1oate that he 1e 
au rized to or does practice medicine 
or aurfery i n this state , or that be is 
aut r zed to or does t%eat the aiok or 
ot ~• afflicted with bodily or mental 
1nf rattles , without a 11eenae from the 
sts e board of health, aa provided in this 
art ·ole, or after the revocation of such 
li ~$e by the state boazd ot health, as 
p~ ided l n thla article, ahall be deemed 
~~ty of ft misdemeanor, and punished by 
a ne of not leas than fifty dollars nor 
mo t ban five hundred dollars , or by 1m-
.pr1 onment ln the oounty j&il for a period 
ot t lea• than thirty daya nor more than 

year, or by both such fine and i mprison­
t or each and every of fense ; and trea t­

each patient shall be regarded as a 
a ·&te of fense . ••••• 

In order~hat we may have a cl ear understanding of the 
praot ioe of •nat opathy• , it will be necessary that we attemot 
t o define its ea 1ng. 

I 

I n t he oaE of IX Parte Q!rbe~t 206 P. 1004 , l oc. cit. 
1005, 57 Oallf . A p . 141, tbe Oourt •a d : 

•oo eel for both petitioner and rea?ond­
ent tell ua that the word •naturopathy ' 
hae~never been defined i n any diotion&ry, 
but notwithstanding that fact we ehall 
exp rlence no great difficulty tn dete~­
mi n ng whether petitioner , in :pr a c.ticri ns 
tba · ayatem i f we may tor the moment ao 
de~gnate it, baa been following t he call ­
ing of a physiCian and aurgeon, and also 
whe her he bas been 11cenaed to do so . •••• 
l eb er•s def inition of 'therapeutics• is: 
' f t nart of medical ao1ence which treats 
of he diaoovery and appl ication of rerne­
d1e for disease .• He defi nes the adjec­
t1v s 'ther a"Oeutiof' and1 therapeut 1oa1 •: 
' Of or pertaining to the healing art; con-

ed in d1 scoveri ng and applying re e-
for di sease ; ourat1Ye, • The same l en­

co apher defi nes •treatment• a s t he •act 
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Again, 1 ~he ease of Ui llsan Y. A•dernon, 219 Pac. 
•s9, loc. oi~ . 4 3, 63 Cal. App . 518, the court aaid : 

·~ r eferenoe to the &boYe paragraph 
of aald article• of 1noorporat1on·, 1 t 
w1l.P. be obserYed that one of the pur-
po e of sai d aaaoo1a t1on ia •to teach 
na ropathy in ita ~heo~etidal and prac-
ti mo4ee of :ree~r1ng and lll&i ntain-
1 health• and tbat' t he terta medica 
ah 11 consist of light , a ir , water , c lay, 
he t , rest, die~ , herba , eleo\ricity, 

sage , Swedish IIO"Yeaellta., auggee~1Ye 
t h rapeutloa, ohizop~otio., magnetism, 
p eioal and mental culture , .etc.• 
-- teria medica • ia 4~!fined a.a • the 8\lb­
at ncea employed aa remedial agents.• 
Th reforel the subst ances employed by 
on pract oing naturopathy in the t reat -

e t of the e1 c.k and afflicted would be 
11 ht t air , water , etc., and a naturopat h 
oz ctoc~~ of na~urcmt•sby would be a 
pe son whO hOld a an unreYoked cer1i 1.! icate 
fr m the board of medical examiner a , au-
tb zizing him to treat the aiok and af!lio­
te t he use of the auba\ ances a Ye enu-

rrom the 
of naturonathy o 
to the heali o 
naturopathy may 
air, water , clay 
and other 8\lbB 

foregoi ng oas631t may be sai d that the praot1oe 
na1at s of d1acoYeri re ed1es and applr1ng t hem 
disease . The • teria medica• of a doctor of 

onaiat of a number of things including light, 
heat, reat , diet , eleotr1c1tr , massage , herbs 

I n t be oaee before ua, t he aube~anoee 
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e.ploJe4 tor ~h treatmen~ of the a1ok and affltoted oon­
alet of a conco '1on of herba . 

Laws of 
1 t a atademeano 
ge17 or ~o atte 
1ng a lioenae f 
1a 1a aooord wi 
latter aeotion 

1eaour1 , 1901 , Section s
1 

page 20? , aade 
for an,. person 'o praci ce e41otne or aur­
't to ueat the a1ok 1f1 thou~ ftnt obt aln­
~e State board of health. !bta aeotion 

8eot1oa 9118 , R. 8 . Mo. 1929, supra. !he 
a rely been br~&4ene4 iD lta aoope. 

The oaae t S~t • . Slli'th. 135 s. • . 4.85, 10-0. ott. 
469, 333 Ko . 34 , waa eo14edUnda1' the fom er 1eotton and 
the Court , tn di cuas1ng wbat conetltuted the prao~loe of 
me4lo1ne, Pid: 

Section 9 18, R. s . llo . 1939, pro't'ldea tn part aa 
fo1lon: 

1Up n reee1Ylng i ntonation ~t 
any p roYleion of th1a eeo,ton h&l 
bee or la be1Dg Yi olated ~~ aeore­
w.r o! the a~'te board of hal tb 
aha 1 1DYeat1ga~e the matte~ and upon 
pro le oau.ae appeaz~, eb.all , un­
der the d1reot1on of the board• flle 
a mp1&1rlt wtth the pl"oaeoutiq ol" 
o1r ult &\torney 1G ~e county or 
ot t where . the alleged offenae oo-

ed. ••••• 
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of D&'uropaay a cona1at1Dg of 41aooYer1ns remecl1ea an4 
&pplJ1J:aa ~- ~ the healing of 41aeaae, we are oleuly of 
the oplnlon that •~ch prao,1oe oon•'tta,ea 'he praotloe of 
• ecUotne aa 1n* l'eied by the J11uo1al -.ur'•. Pezaone 
d.eair1nc k p~ao 1oe ihe pnteaalon of na'luopaill'J are wb­
Jeoi io the re &ilona of tile Si&ie boal'd of healih re­
qu1~1ug a l1oena, and a&J be .prooee4e4 agatnet an4er p~ 
Yi.tona of Seoil n 9118, • ra. 

APPROVBD: 

0 
Atio:rney-General 

D / WOS t&f3 

Reapeo~lly au altted, 


