HEDICINE: STATE #gggg OF HEALTH: Persons practicing the pro- -
fession of Naturopathy are
subject to the regulations of

8tate Board of Health and re-
quire a license under Section

9118 R, 8. Mo, 1929.

March 35, 1935,

Hon. W, W. Graves
Prosecuting Attorney
Ksnses City, Missouri

Uear 3ir:

This d tment wishes to acknowledge your re-

quest for an opinlon under date of iarch 9th, wherein you
state as follows!

"There is located here in Kansmas
City an institution styling itself
as the Columbia College of Naturo-
pathy, which prepares its students
to heal the sick by administering
congoctions of herbs.

"They have requested me to obtain

an Ppinion from you as to whether or
not they would ocome under the regula-
tion of the State Medical Foard and
whether or not they would have to have
2 license to practice. They do not
write any nresqrintions for medicire

or attempt to cure except by administer-
ing different concoctions of herbs.

" sh you would advise me whether
or tt ¢an be proceeded againest
for practicing medicine without a
lieense."”

Section 9118, R, S, Mo. 1929, reads in part as fol-
lows:

" person practicing mediecine or
surgery in this state, and any person
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icted with bodily or mental infirmi-
and any person representing or ad-

v.rﬂlstng hizself by any means or through
any medium whatsoever, or in any manner
whatsoever, so as %o lndtostt that he is
authorized to or does practice medicine
or fary in this state, or that he is
authorized to or does treat the sick or
° g afflicted with bodily or mental
infirmities, without a license from the
state board of health, as provided in this
article, or after the revocation of such
liceuse the state board of health, as
provided in this article, shall be deeued
gu%Ety of & misdemeanor, and punished by
a
1)

a;EEmpttng to treat the sick or others
a
t1

ne of not less than fifty dollars nor

e than five hundred dollars, or by im-
.prigonment in the county jail ihr a period
of not less than thirty days nor more than
one year, or by both such fine and imprison-
ment for each and every offense; and treat-

each patient shall be regarded as a
] ate offense, *%***

In order that we nnI have a clear understanding of the
practice of "naturcpathy", it will be necessary that we attemnt
to define its meaning.

In the e of f; §lr§g ggrbg;! 208 P. 1004, loe. cit.
10056, 57 OCalif. Apv. 141, the Co said:

"Coungel for both petitioner and reepond-
ent tell us that the word 'naturopathy’

has never been defined in any dieotionary,
but notwithstanding that fact we shall
experience no great difficulty ian ceter-
mining whether petitioner, in practiciag
that system, if we may for the moment so
designate it, has been following the call-
ing of 2 physician and surgeon, and also
whether he has been licensed to do so. ****
Webpter's definition of 'therapeutics' is:
'Thet part of medical sclence which treats
of the discovery and application of rene-
diep for disease.' He defines the adjec-
tives 'therapeutiecg' and'therapeutical':
'0f or pertaining to the healing art; con-
cerned in discovering and applying reme-
dies for disease; curative,' The same lexi-
cographer defines 'treatment' as the 'act
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or manner of treating; management;
handling; usage; as, unkind treat-
ment; medical treatment'; and one of
his definitions of the verb 'treat'
is, 'to care for medicinally or sur-
gicrlly.' This, be it noted, is the
only meaning given Ly him to the word
‘treat' which can by any poseibility
fit the expression 'treatment of the
eye.' It is not difficult, thean from
the fagts given us, and with the ai

of |

-

Again, in the case of V. 219 Pae.
469, lec. oit. 473, 63 Cal, Ap!umep. , the oourt said:

"By reference to the above paragraph
of said articles of incorporation, it
will be observed that one of the pur-
poses of sald association 1s 'to teach
naturopathy in its theoretical and prac-
tigal modes of restoring and maintain-
ing health' and that'the materia medica
shall consist of light, air, water, clay,
heat, rest, diet, herbs, electricity,
sage, Swedish movements, suggestive
eutics, chiropractie, nnigottsu,
P sical and mental culture, ete.'
teria medica' is derfined as 'the sub-
stances employed as remedial agents,'
Therefore, the substances employed by
one prtotiolng naturopathy in the treat-
ment of the sick and afflicted would be

light, air, water, etec., and a naturopath
orq: aoc&i' gf nl»%urogtih; would De &
person W ¢ an unrevoked certificate
from the board of medical examiners, au-

thorizi him treat th ick and ie-
ted by ¢ use o e substances above enu-

From the.forcgoi cased it may be eald that the practice
of naturopathy egnsists of discovering remedies and applying them
to the healing of disease. The "materie medica" of a doctor of
naturopathy may gonsist of a number of things including light,
air, water, clay, heat, rest, diet, electricity, magsage, herbs
and other substances. In the case before us, the substances
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employed for the treatment of the esick and affliected con-
eist of & concoction of herbs.

Laws of Hiclouri 1901, Section 5, page 207, made
it 2 misdemeanor for an; person to practice medioine or sur-
gery or to attempt to treat the sic '1thout first obtain-
ing a license from the State board of health. This section
is in accord with Section 9118, R, S, Mo. 1929, supra. The
latiter section has merely been buoadnnad in tt- soope.

The oage of 8 ii§!§§§= 136 8, W, 485, loe. eit.
489, 333 No. 242, was deeci the tor-nr nootlan and
the oourt in dibonaaing what constituted the practice of

modtolnn, said:

"It is & serious question whether de-
fendant would not come within the ori-
ginal statute, as one pragtiocing medi-
cine or surgery. The practice of medi-
eine is not confined to the 2administra-
tion of drugs; nor is surgery limited
to the knife. VWhen a physician advises
his patient to travel for his h.llth.
ho ie p:totioing lodlotnc. 3Tg

Section 9118, R. 8, Mo. 1939, provides in part as
follows:

'Uppn receiving information that

any » rovloion of this section has

been or is being violated the secre-

tary of the state board of health

shall {nvcatigntt thai;:tt::aigd upon

ro e cause

gnr the dtroottzgp::rths board, fllo
laint with the ro.oonting or

oir t attorney in the county or

ottz where the alleged offense oo~

(TITY ]

In view of the foregoing definitions of the practice




of naturcpathy as consisting of discovering remedies and
:gglyiag them to the healing of disease, we are oclearly of

opinion that| such prastice constitutes the practice of
medicine as interpreted by the lMissouri courts. Persons
desiring to practice the profession of naturcpathy are sub-
jeot to the r ations of the State board of health re-
quiring a license, and may be proceeded against under pro-
visions of Seetion 9118, supra,

Respectfully suomitted,

#M, ORR SAWYERS
Apsistant Attorney-General.

APPROVED:

ROY WoXITTRIOK
Attorney-General

MW/ WoSaf]




