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RJYPBBS: Record of local registrars of births and deatha 
ar e op to inspection t o a person having a proper 
i ntere t herein. 

June 39, 1935. 

Dr. H. s. Qo'Ye 
Aae1•~t Regiatr 

FILED 

33 
The State Do~d o Health 
Division of Ob1ld Byglene 
Jefferson City, U ascur1 

Dear Sir: 

This w 11 acknoWledge receipt of your request 
for an op1n1ou ch reada aa follow : 

Departaen• baa ha4 a DUmber 
of 1 rles from Deputy Local Be­
gist aza throughout tbe State, want­
ing o mow • bethu or DOt thei r 
reco a are open 1o the public for 
inap tlon. 

•we ontend t hese record• ue inoom­
plet until they are received in 
tbia offloe and filed aa permanent 
reco da. 

ould like your opinion as to 
or not Deputy Local Regiatraza 

.ould be op en for 1napeot1on 
uld eald Registrar be compelled 

t •uch recorda be inspected. 1 

Section 905 , R. 8 . MO . 1939, which relate• to the dntlee 
of looal reg1etr e J>eads in p&rt aa followa : 

I 

He aball t hen nu iber conaeoutlve­
e certificates of birth and death, 
o ae-oa:rate ees-iea, beginning w1 tll 
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~be JlWI er one for the ·ttrat birth 
an4 the first death in each oalendu 

Ieaz d sign his name as regietn.r 
n atte t of the date of filing tn 

ble off oe. He ahall also mate a oo 
plete aoCU%ate oopy of eaob birth 
and dea oertlfioate reg1atere4 by 
b1a ln record book of approYed form, 
to be t t and pezaanentl{ persened 
1n hla fftoe a s the looa. record of 
nob b1 ~h aDd death in such ~mer 
•• 41r ted by the alate regtauar. J.nd 
he ahal • on ~he tenth day ot eaoh 
IDOilth, :ransai t to the riate regiauar 
all or1 lnal oertlfioatea regiatered by 
b1a 4ur ng the pnoeding 110n•h. .l.lld 1f 
DO bi 8 OZ de&'ha OOOU lD. Ul7 IIOilth, 
he 8bal on the tenth d&y of the follow­
ing 11011 h repol"t that fa~ •o the state 
reglatr on a oard pl"ortded for th1e 
purpose 1 

6/29/36 

It i e plain from the abo•• section that the local n­
g1atru muat t ee and ermanently preserve a oopr of each 
birth and death uttf oate :reg1etezed by hla t.n h1e off1oe 
aa a looal. reoor of such birth death . 

There oan b • doub•, therefore, that the recorct kept 
b7 a local :regia u la a public reo:orcl. • will now answer 
rou:r quea"lon wll oh ia. whether or not such reoortt. a:re 
open to the publ o for lncneotion. 

e find DO tatutory provision OOYerlng the queatlon 
and e uat thereto e look to the co D law. 53 Oozpua Jur1a, 
Section 40, p&ce 624• a to. tea the law as toll on: 

• At oo n law a per eon may lntrpeot pub­
lio re ~rds 1D which he has an inte.rea' 
or mat copies 0% memo%&Dd& t~c~ _ when 
a nece etty for such 1nspeot1on 1• sbowa 
anc1 th purpo•• does DOt seem to be s..­
pi"Oper and where the 4t•aloaure would 
not be 4eu1Jilental to the publ1o inte:reet; 
but th srattf1cation of mere cuz1oa1tr. 
or •ot ••• ae•ely· IIJ)ecula,t..-e, or ~e 
oreatl a of scandal, will not entitle a 
person to tnspeotlon or to mate oopiea 
or • rand&. ••••• 
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33 R. 0 • . L. , Section 10 , page 160, reads in p&rt as 
followa: 

• It s qut te gene~aJ.l:r oonoeded 'that 
t bere ls DO oo.-on law rS.gbt 1n all 
pereo s to S.nspect publio doouaente 
or r or4a; and tha~ rlg~t, it it ex­
leta, depends entir~J oil the statu-
tory ant. But a' common law, wery 
p4tJ>so la ent1 tled to the lnepeotiont. 
el t h personalli or bJ his agent or 
publ1 recorda• noludhg leglela{tve, 
execu tve1 and jud1olal 1'-ecord.e, p:ro­
rtde4 he naa an lnte1"eat the%e1ft whloh 
is su h aa woul4 ene.b·le hill 'o matntatn 
or 4e end aa ao_•to·n tor trhtch the d0011-
mcmt r soeoord eoqb:t oe .tull18h eYl-
4enoe or neoeasal'., 1nfo~tion. An7 
perso who b7 l&w ie giYen a.u'bor1 'ty 
to pe ton certain ••t 011 the publto 
reoo · le eatltlt4 to aooeas thereto, 
eo t ' lt 1• aeo•••anlr lmpllecl tha:v 
the p eon or persou autho1'1t:e4 to tn­
dea recorda shoUld baYe fl'ee acoeae 
to t h m. It baa been heldt howeYer, that 
DO o baa a right to e.-.lne or obtatn 
oopt.e of public zeool'Q fro• mere Olal­
oal ty oz l'or the purpoae of ozeatt.Dg 
publl scandal . ••••• 

In Tlew of t e aboYe, 1t ts the oplnton of th1a 4ep~ 
e.nt th&~ the re rda of a looal reglatru are pu'bllo recorda 

and are open ~ 1 apeotlon •o aay pason who ba• a pl."oper 
inte•ee~ t he:-ela. A person h&a no ~tght to 1JUJpect suoh 
reoords foz the a'lif1ca~lon of mel'e CUJ!los1 ty or for the 
purpose of r.sr,ea.' g pUblio soan4al. 

JOH!l W. HOFtJU.ll ~ r. 
(Aotlng) At.torne Gen•&l . 

Yours verr '.ulT, 


