erect a school building will =mes be denied sub-
gequent aid, under Bm:l.:lgt 9367, R.S8., 1929, when
a W .

SCHOOLS : 8¢hooa District having received previous aid in

August 30, 1235, (- 3\
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Hon. L. O, GilliFan a j _
rrogecuting Attorney ~a ) l
Daviese County | ”/) el
Gallatin, Missouri

Dear 5ir:

This will acknowledge receint of your recuest
for an opinion which reads as follows:

"In connection with the location

of 2 new High School building duly
authorized by voters of the Gallatin
School District, it has become neces-
sary to obtain an opinion from your
office construing section 9357, R.

8. ssouri, 1929,

"I am enclosing herewith copy of
letter received by me from Dean H.
Leopard, President of the above
chool board, which is self-
xglanatory and fully sets out the
ifificulties of the present board
and which explains the necessity of
an opinion from your office.”

8
e
d

_ Appended your letter is a copy of the commumication
received from 3;9 President of the Board of Education, Con-
solidated District No. 8 of Gallatin, Missouri, which reads
as follows:

"In connection with the loecation
of the new High School building
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authporized by the voters of the
Gallatin School Distriet (Consoli-
date istriet No. 8 of Daviess
Coun at the election of last
week, the Board of Eduocation 1is
espepially concerned with the in-
terpretation to be given to Section
8357, R. 8. Mo, 1939, whioh reads
as follows:

e never & district or zed un-
der the provisions of s article

has pecured a site of not less than
five acres for the central high school
bu11:1n§ of said district and has e-
rected thereon a suitavle school build-
ing, suitable for a central school and
conii&ning one large assembly room for
the neeting of the citizens of the
district and has installed a modern
system of heating and ventilating, the
state shall pay one-fourth of the cost
of said bullding and equipment: Pro-
vided, the amount thus paid by the state
shall not exceed $2,000 for any one
district.' '

"It had been the expectation of the board
that the aid authorized by this statute
would be avallable, as the building con-
templated fulfills all the requirements
of this section, including an assembly
or © ty hail. However, it now de-
velops that some years ago tne Gallatin
8ohogl district received this $3000 on
the theory that 1ts present building met
thoc: requirements. This information
was 4 surprise to the present board, since,
'hllg the present building has a study hall
which evidently was approved as meeting
the definition of an assembly room, it does
not by any means conform to present con-
ceptions of 'a large assembly room for the
meet of the citizens of the district',
ie ly inadequate for that guwgolo and
. has er been used as such. t is liloct
certain that it would not now be approved

as megeting the statutory requirement.

"It was our intention to acquire a new
tract of five acres on which to construct
the 101 building, but we are now con-
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ted with the question, whether
strict vhich builds 2 new build-
with the assembly hall and other
lities set forth in this section
new and different site of five
acres is barred from receiving aid
thie section by reason of the
that it has received it at some
ious time in commnection with

her building and site., We have
considerable discussion of this
tion with representatives of the
¢ Department of Educetion., No
te position has been taken by
Department on the question, and
we are left in doubt as to whether we
can count on receiving this aid.,

"I1f we are denied aid under this sec-
tion, the plans heretofore formulated
for {he location and construction of
the new building will be materially
int ered with, and we do not like

to ceed in tﬂa acquisition of a

site until we ocan determine whether
thig aid will be made available by sc-
Quiring a five acre tract.

"Ye | would be glad to have your opinion
his question, and if you are in

t as to the proper interpretation

s gection, would reciate it
could secure an opinion from the

fro
a

We direct your attention to Section 8357%;1. 8. No.

1929 rclatt:g t0 State ald given a school dis
tclo‘ttng a sit

is %o be erected wpon sald site wit said district.
pertinent part gaild section rocads as follows:

“Wh¢never a distrioct orgenized under
the provisions of this article hag se-
cur¢d 3 site of not less than five
agre¢s for the central high school bulld-
ing of sald district and bas erectéd
thezeon a school bu&ldl:g, suitable for
a cgntral school and containing ome
large assembly room for the meeting of
the 'citizens of the district and has
installed & moderan systea of heating
and ventilating, the state shall pay

iet when
e for the ceniral school building

which
The
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fourth of the cost of said
building and equipment: Provided,
amount thus paid b;othe State
1l not exceed two thousand
($3000,00) for any one district.

It is evident from a careful rezding of the above
section that whepmever a district has organized under the
provisions of icle IV, Chapter 57, R, 8. No, 1929
that they will be entitled to receive State aid in the
erecting of a school building upon 2 site of not less than
five acres when gthe building that is erected contains one
large assembly rpom for the meec of the citizens of the
district. It is also required that the building so erected
?a:*installod th?roin a modern system of heating and venti-

ating.

8ince the passage of the Article, which includes
Section 9357, supra, this Gallatin School Distriet, which
was organiz r the provisions of this Article, claimed
and received the two thousand ($2000,00) dollar grant from
the State of Missouri and this sum was paid on the theory
that the Act had been complied with. The size of the site,
the sssembly room and the statutory building equi t were,
at that time, fo to be in compliance with the Statute or
the two thousand ($2000.00) dollars would mnever have been
pald by the State of Missouri.

By the terms of the 8tatute the State pays to a school
distriect, comply with the Article, not to exceed “"two
thousand ($2000,00) for any one distriet." Here you have a
school distrigt, in the face of this limitation, asking if another
two thousand ?#5 00.00) dollars is available to them on a new
building nroject, under the limitations of this Zfeection.
no forced construction of the words avove gquoted could anot
two thousand ( .00) dollars be available to them, as pro-
vided in this Sedgtion, and such is our opinien.

|
Very truly yours

Wii, ORR SAWYERS
APPROVED; | Aesistant Attorney General,

JOHN W, HOFFUAN, JT.
(Acting) Attorney| General,

WOS:H ‘




