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SB'ERIFFS ------

Li abil ity of county for transpor~~~o~ to nnd 
from hos'O i t a la. 
Fees for trans~orting lnsane natients . 

• I 

F'ebruary 16 , 19:55 

Honor bl e Alex • Gi bson 
~her1ft of r u t m County 
Unionville • fl 1s ouri 

De r ·1r: 

8 huo 701~ requ~st for en Op inion do ted 
Janunry 22 , 193 l'el a t1ve to tho fees or the al:.Gritf 
tar oonve71ng s no ?eroons to sta te hospitals u pon 
on o rder or the county court . 

In tb s eonreot lon . we CAll your att ention 
to tbn t r·ortlon or .3oetion 38, n. s. ~o . 1929 which 
nrovldea 1n :"~ 8r ns follows: 

"The 
have 
pi tal 
may b 

everal county courts shall 
ower to send to a atato hoa­
eueh of their inattne noth ae 
ent1 Ued to o&las!on ere to. " 

In or( r to son~ An insane poor pa tient t o a 
state hosp1to l . tho county court &ball hold a hearing 
( oe . 8646) • ond tr upon such beo~1na tbe count7 court 
be sa t 1af1od tha sueb per son 1• insane And poo~ , then 
snic court: 

son r 
ject t 
to unc:' 
fur the 
court 
eopy 0 

11 cause a suitable or~e~ to 
r ed or record , • then such 
ball 0 set ro. h t t tho r­
nc to be 1.na ne 1a a r t t aub-

be sent to a a tote hoep1tol ~ 
r go trea tment there in; and ehall 
require ~ that t be elor k or the 
o~thwitb £orwQrd o eert1t1od 

s 1d or der or court to tbo au-

) 



#8 - Honorable G1baon 

tendent ot the ho 1tal_, aeCOl'lpa%17• 
e aa with a Pequeat ot admlsa1on 
person tound to be 1n8aDI to tbt 

tal.• (See. 86,7_, R. s. Uo. 1929) 

receiving tho app11ea tlon and the 
1ol copy ot tbt order or court , tbe 

au 1nten~ont shall ~~1atel7 advise 
tbe lerk wbethor tbe p t1ent c .. n be re­
ee1v a, a nd, 1f eo , a t w'ba t ts.m.. Tl» 
eler &Ball thereupon, 1D ~ue season tor 
the onvey nco ot a uch rson to the hoe­
p i t o by the appotnted time , 1asue ~ 
warr nt to t he eber 1tt ot b1a eountJ, or 
ony r eultabl• peroon, commDnd1ng 
h 1m orthwith to orroa t euch Insane per­
iOn n oonvo7:&1m to £be eta to hosplt 1 
~ea1 ted in t he orde7 . · 

It 1 t'urtber ma<!e tbt dut7 ot the superinten-
dent to receive p t 1ent on17 wben accompanied b7 the 
wau•ront . 

863~ prov 1dea z 

• e ver a patient 1.a ••' to a state 
hoap1 _, b7 order ot &Zl'J' oow-t or ot­
t1eer having .. .1tbority to ke such crder, 
the • rrant , or oop7 or auch order, prop­
erel7 outbent1cated, b7 W11ch such po t1ont 

·1• so t , aball be lodged with tbe super-
1nten ent . " 

a nd tore 1ng, it 1a apparent 
t httt tbe l1ab111 t or t r napoPt1ng J.Mar.e paupers to 
a t o te hoap1t la u on an order ot tbD eoun~ oo~t. 1a •de 

oper ebtlrge a 1nat tbe count,-. It waa not the intent 
ot t he 1 • tha t 1en~a or ~olat1vea ot tnaone paupe~a, 
unabl e to au· port auch jlersona themaelvea , ehould be Sm­
-voaed upon b7 be a ccmpe lled , t tbe !r own expense to con-



I~ - HonorAble lex R. Gibson 

ve7 such insane ~au~ere to eta te hosp i t la . Thero •~ 
two • ya ~ •11; h such lne"ne p su;e re llUlJ be couvc7ed 
t o a ate to boap tal. but both re t cotmt'f e.xpenae. 
Secti on 8650 pr 'fides that r elative• 7 ace n7 the 
pa t1cmt, o.na 1n auob c ase the t-rent abtall be d1Neted 
l,e one ot them, nd the pc:iOn to whO::a It lad"trooted 
ancf1iiaaaaleto tzs shall• 11' <'emanded• receive the .... 
compenea tion al owed tor the l ike aerv1cea to the aherl tr. 

B7 ection 8862• Laws t:o . 19~, p . 4:09• the 
tees ra;rabl e t o aherU't' tor taking a pat ient to e state 
hospital or ttem v1ng one tborofrom re t1xe d b7 law a t 
the rate of ten cents per m.1~e , and one dollu per dAJ 
tor tba sur:--ort ot e ch pa t!ent. A de 1 tlonal COII!penaa• 
t1on 1a allowed tor peraona asa1a t 1ng the oharttt tn taking 
w ch ):ersons to or trCD etate boapltala. 

It a , therefore, tbe op1n1on of t~a ott!ce 
thot t he count,. end!ng an 1naane pauper to a etate hoe­
. 1tal 1a 11eble OP tees allowed b7 l aw to the abor1ft. 
1f the sberltt anapcr t e eueh lnaena pauper. It aucb in­
a ne p ,;per is t onspcr ted b~ rel at1vea to tbt atato boa­
p i tal _ thon said rel tives l:".ay demani an1 r-eceive t.be aame 
eo:mensat1on aa a b~ law a llowed to tba ahorttr. It 1a 
the o~ 1n1on ot t 1a ott1ce that tbt count1 eourt 1a w1tbout 
autbor1t~ 1n en7 co e to ~·~nd, aa a eondlt1on preceOont to 
eond.lng P'l lnsnn !)oup too etnte hospltal , thnt relot!vea 
a aa u:e the buzt~e nd coat ot tr rutporting suob rerson to a 
at t e hosp1t 1 . 

o '.u X 
AttorDOf General 

Rea J'E)ettull;y subm1 tted, 

PRI.NKLIN ~. REAGAN 
Aas!atont Attorney Ooneral 

PERsPE 


