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~roperty of local council of Girl s couts of . 
America exempt. 

December 20 , 1935 . FJ LED 

2 
Urs . Clifford i isc~er , 
Commissioner Girl $couts, 
1315 rrest High s tr,et. 
Jefferson City, Missouri ; 

Dear ~s . Fischer: 

l'~is department i s in receipt of your 
latter of December 20 requesting an opinion as t o the fol­
lowing : 

"the Girl dcout Council is 
r~questing an opinio~ as to 
w4ether or ~ot the propert7 
orl whi ch the Girl ~cout Cabin 
1~ situated could r e ceive an 
e~emption from taxation. The 
la;nd ia part ot the 1~ . E. of 
t~e I. . ':'/. or de otion 29, Town­
s~p 44, rlange 11, contains 
1~7/100 a cres , and is assessed 
at ~ 250.00. The books of Cole 
CoUnty ahow assessments of y4.06 
to~ 1933, ~ 3.91 tor 1934, and 
~3.13 tor 19~5. 

"Tbe Girl dcout organization 
isl supported by public aubscrip­
tipn and would appr eciate your 
copsideration. " 

$e~tion 6 ot articl e X of the Constitution 
ot Missouri provide~: 

"~e property , real and personal , 
o~the state, counties and other 
mu icipal corporati ons, and ce~e­
te ies, shall be exenpt from 
t ation. Lots 1n incorporated 
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ci~es ar towns , or within 
one mll.e of the limits ot any 
sudh city or t own, to the extent 
ot ~ne acre, and lots one mile or 
mo~ distant from such cities or 
to s; t o the ext ent of fiYe acres, 
wit the buildings t hereon, may 
be exempted from taxation, when 
t he same are used exclusiYely tor 
r el tgious wor ship, tor schools , 
or or purposes purely charitable; 
ala , such propert7, r eal or 
per~onal, as may be used exclusively 
tor agricultural or horticultural 
soc~etiea: Provided, that such 
exe~ption shall be only by general 
law~" 

~action 974a, R. d . ~. l92i, passed by t he General 
Assembly pursuant to 1the mandate ot t he Constitution provides: 

"rh~ following subjects are 
exe•pt from taxation: First, all 
persons belonging t o the army ot 
t he United dt a tes ; second, lands 
and ' lots, publ ic buildings and 
s t r uctures wi th their furniture 
and equipments, beloll8ing to the 
Uhi, ed ~tates; third , lands and 
oth'r. pr operty belonging to this 
sta,e; f ourth, lands and other 
property belonging to aD7 cit7, 
county or other municipal corpora-
tion in this state, inc~uding 
~et houses. town halls and 
oth~r public structures; with 
t heir furniture ann equipmenta 
and al l public s quar es and lots 
kept open tor health, use or 
orn~ent; fifth, la.nds or lots 
of ground granted by the United 
sta~es or this state t o any county, 
citJ or town, Tillage or township , 
tor the purpose ot education, until 
·disposed ot to i ndividuals by sale 
or ~ease; sixth , lots in i ncorpo­
rated ci"ti es or to1'ftls, or 1 thin 
one cile or the limits or any such 
cltr or town, to t he ext ent ot one 
a cre, and lots one mile or nore 
dist nt f~om s uch cities or towns, 

• 
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to the extent or five acres, 
~it~ the buildings t her eon, when 
the same a r e used exclusivel y tor 
rel~gious worship, tor schools or 
for purposes purely charitable, 
sha 1 be exempted from taxation 
t or sta t e , county or l ocal purposes." 

In the case pf s t. Louis Yo\lllg Uen.•s Christian Aas'n. 
v . Gehner, 47 s . .. . ~( 2d ) 776, Judge Gantt said (l . c . 7'1'1): 

"In ~tate ex rel. v . Gehner, 
supra, a fter revi ewi ng the 
authorities, we .said: 'It wi 11 
t her efore be seen that t he t est 
tor t ax exemption is not the 
n~ber or good purposes to which 
a b~ilding may ba put, nor the 
&m9llnt or good derived by t he 
general public in the oper ation 
ot ~uch purposes, but whet her 
t he building is used exclusively 
f or religious, educational, or 
charitable purposes . It it i s 
used tor one or more c~ercial 
purposes, it is not exclusively 
use4 tor the exempted purposes , 
but is subject to t axation. " 

In t he case of iCamden.County Council, Boy J couts ot 
America v . Bucks County , 13 Pa . D. & c. 215, t he Court had be­
tore it t he questio~ ot whether or not t he property bel onging 
to camden County Codncil, Boy s couts ot ~t.meri ca was exempt from 
taxation i n Pennsyl.ania . The Court i n holding the property 
exemp't from taxatio~, said: 

"It is not seriousl y disputed 
tha~ t he petitioner is an i nsti­
tut~on or purely public charity 
within t he meaning ot Jection l , 
Article IX ot the Constitution 
ot lennsylvania, "" * * • 11 

CONCLUSION 

I 
In view ot the for egoing , it i s the opinion ot this 

department t hat lotsbbelongi ng to t he Local Council ot the Girl 
Scouts ot America , 1 cated in incorporated c1t1ea or towns or 
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within one mile ofJ the limits of such city or town, to the 
extent of one acr , and lots one mile or more distant from 
such cities or to~, to t he extent of five acres, with the 
buildings ther eon. being used exclusiYely tor charitable 
purposes are exem~t trom taxation in the ~tate ot issouri . 

APPROVED : 

JWH:AH 

ROY MCIHTTRICK, 
Attor~ey General . 

Respectfully submitted, 

J OHN VT . HOFFW.N , Jr. , 
Assistant Attorney General . 


