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LI~LJv~- vO~'ll'HO.L .n.CT : cd'>unty may exact a license from a wholesale beer 
dealer in the county ~here the premises are located . 

June 22 , 19~5 . 

lion. John A . A'Ter~ole , 
Prosecuting ~ttorney, 
ashin ton County~ 

I otosi, i ssouri . 

!Jear ..;)ir : 

This de~art~ont is in receipt or your l etter ot 
Juno 17 in which t,ou .aake tho f ollowing inquir y: 

"Under the new liquor law does 
the county have a r'ght to tax 
a ~hblesnle beer dealer? It so , 
can ~hey be taxed in more than one 
cou~y if they are doing business 
i n severul counties? 

"What about those wholesaJ.e grocer 
com~~nies who cover sever~l counties 
and blain the.r cc.nnot be forced to 
pay ~ county tux because they re ­
colv~d orders for their beer befor e 
doliycring it? " 

I 
~e aasucc t hat hen you use the tcr~ ~wholesale 

beer dealer" , you ~efcr to a dealer of 5p malt boer . Counties 
and ci ties are giv$n ~uthority by the Legislature to exa ct 
license t ees from 4ealers of intoxicating li( uors in every 
form. ~ection 25 ~f the Li~uor Control Act provides: 

"In 4ddition ~o tho permit tees 
and license fees and in.Jpection fees 
by t~is act required to be paid 
into the state treasury, every 
holuqr of a permit or license au­
tLor~zed by this act shall jay into 
t he qounty treasury of the count y 
whcr din tho premises described and 
covere~ b7 s uch permit or license 
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a~e lofated, or in case such 
pnemisos are l ocated in the Cit7 
ot ~t. Louis , to the collect or of 
r avenue of said city, a ree in such 
s~ (not in excess ot the amount by 
t~is a ct required t o be ?aid into 
tbe s tate treasury for such s t at e 
pe~t or license ) as t he county 
court , or the corres, onding authority 
in the City or ~t . Louis , as the 
ea~e may be , ahall by order or record 
determine , and shall pay into the 
trraaury of the aunicipal corporation, ws r ein said promises arc loca t ed, 
a icense tee in such sua, (not 
expeeding one and one- half times the 
amount by this a ct re1uired to be 
~ a1~ iuto the state tr~~sury for 
such s t a t e )ermit or license) , as 
t h• law-makin~ body ot such munici­
pa+ity, including the Citt of ~t . LOUi s 
~ay by ordinance det orm:ne . The Doard 
of ~der~en , City Co~ncil or other 
pr~per author ities or incorporat ed 
cities , may charse for licenses 
is4uod to manufacturers , aistill ers, 
brewera , wholesalers and retail ers 
or all intoxicating li~uor , l ocated 
~i~hin their l i~ts , tix the ~ount 
t o be charged for ~uch license , subJect 
to the limitations of tnis uct , and 
prdvi de for the collection thoroot , 
~e and enforce ordi nances t or the 
ret1ula.tion and control of t he sale of 
all intoxic ting liquors ~ithin their 
l~ts , ~rovide f or ven~ltiea tor the 
vidlation of such ordinunces, where 
not inconsist ent witn t he ~rovisions 
ot It his a ct . ' 

In view of t e above section , we aro of the opinion 
t hat every wholesal! beer dealer ~ho holds a per.mit or license 
from the ~upervisor of Lic1uor Control must obtain trom t he 
county a permit if he premises described and covered by the 
permit issued b y th~ ~~?ervisor or ~1quor Control are within 
the confines ot the I county . 

This conolUSfOD also answers your question: "It so, 
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can they be t axed i n more than one county if they are doing 
business in sever4l counties?" 

Wholesale grocer companies who cover seTeral counties 
.can be forced to take out a county license only in the 
county in which tqe wholesale grocer company is located . 
The question or w~olesole grocer companies sellinr. their 
products in seTer5: counties by taking orders is very 
similar to the ~uestion contai ned in Part l of t hia opinion. 

Referring again t o the contents or ~ection 25 , we 
are again or the opinion that before the county can exact 
a license tee it ib necessary that the permittee roceiTe a 
permit from the ~uperTisor of Li quor Control, and the only 
county that can exact a fee, eTen though the grocer company 
be doing business ~hrough orders in a nuober or counties, 
is the one in which the pre~ses are located . 

Tt !a conclusion is further strengthened by the 
words contained in the parentheses "~ot exceeding one and 
one- halt times the amount by this act required to be ~aid 
into the state tre~sury tor such state permit or license". 

O?!N :.AB 

J Oli1 , • HJ:t Hi.A.t.'t , Jr . , 
(Acting) ~ttorney General 

I 
I 

Respectfully submitted, 

OL-.IV R ., • ~OLEN, 
ssistant ttorney General . 


