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COUNTY SUPERINTl<ND NT: ) 

Count y Superi ntendent of Schocls 
must serve as truant officer or 
school a t t endance officer wit hout 
compensat ion. 

,2. 
JO 

Oc tober 1, 1935. 

r . Earl F.! . Duff e 
Super1ntonden t of School a 
Da.viesa Count y 
l.alla t i n , U1 saour 

.uear ·r . Duffey: 

This ia t acknowled,ge your letter as toll0\7s: 

" Pleasi send mo your rulin~ on fees 
for co nty s~rintendents for 
their ervices as truant officer. " 

In 1933 t Legi slature by r epeal ing section 
9435 , R. s . oo. , 929 , and enacting in lieu theroot 
Section 9435, Law of Missouri, 1933 , pngo 379 , olaced 
upon the county s perintendent of s cho ls tho additional 
dut y or acti ng as school at tendance officer without C9m-
pensnt 1on. 1d ection i n part provides: 

"The count euperintendont of schools 
in ea ch c ty shall act as school 
at- endanc officer for tho county wi t h­
out addi t onal compens t1on for such 
services. * -a. *• 
~1d sect on further prov1dea: 

"that the 
distr1eta 
of Articl 
of cbapte 
and remov 
attendanc 
tro:n the 

board o f education i n school 
organized under t he provisions 

4 , arti cle 16 and article 17, 
57 , P. s. 1929, may appoint 
at plea sure one or more school 
off icers and s hall pay them 

ublic school funds; ~ provided 

---



.r . Earl E. Duffo -2- Oc Lobor 1, 1935. 

fur ther, hat if any board ot education 
In any se ool d1s~rict organ1zoa under 
t he provi 1on s of the aforesaid articles 
does not ppoi nt a school att endance 
of· ficer. ....e county auper intendent or 
schools all act in such dietric t ." 

And further, 

"shall se 
they pr os 
or c o:npen 
board a s 

And fur thor. 

ve in the cnse s Which 
cute without further fee 
a tipn than that paid by the 
fore said, " 

"~hen~ver a county super n tendent of 
public we fare has been a ppointed in 
any c oun • such county superintendent 
or public welfare may be a ppointed bJ 
the count superintendent of schools 
as the co nty school attendance officer • 
with such addi tional compensation aa 
may be fi ed by the county court. " 

A reading of tho above excerpts f r om said Section 
9435 plainly 1nd1 atos the i ntention of the Leglslature to 
be that the count superintendent of sc~ols shall receive 
no co1lponsat ion w en performing the duties 1 'lposed upon 

im as truant off cer. riowevr r , if a board of education, 
organized under t provisions of Article 4 . Article 16 
and Article 17 , o Cha pter 57, R. s. 1929. appoints a 
school a t tendance of f icer or officers , then said person 
or persons would f' ceive c-ompensa t ion f or their ser vices, 
t o bo fixed b y tb board. But w~n t he county superintend­
ent of school s ae s as truant off i cer no provision i s made 
far payment of c ponsation for sucb service. 

It is our 
1 33, page 379 . o 
i n tendant of scho 
off icer. without 
renders as such. 

opinion tnat Section 9435. Laws of ~issouri . 
aces an added duty upon the county su~er­
ls. namel y , that or school attendance 
11o111ng compen·aati on f or the service s he 



• Earl E. Duff -~- October 1. 1935. 

• 8 t he Lo '"i ala ture m 8 decreed that t he county 
superintendent of school s .u s t serve a a a school 
attendance off ice wi t hout compensation. this Department 
cannot by a ruli l eg1ola te fees ~or county superintend­
ent of schools i f we desired t o do ao. because tha t 
!'unction r ests ao ely with the Loglslature and as it haa 
deelarod t he publ c pol icy ot the State relative to 
county superinton ent or schools acting aa school at tend­
ance o!!'icer a. we are powerle s s t o change it. It tollowa. 
then. that we c ot make a ruling as t o t ees for countJ' 
superintendents o school s f or t heir services as truant 
off icers i n answe to your spec1t1c question • 

APFR OVLD: 

JOd • • !vt .!AM r . 
(Acting) a ttorn y- General 

JLH: EG 

.James L. HornBostel 
Assistant Attorney- General 
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