
RE\YARDS: ) Officers without this State ent1 tled to a 
) reward of fered by of f i cials of llisaouri 

SHERI F: ) for fugitives from this State. 

October 14. 1935. 

FILE 0 

/~ 
Mr • Woodson Cockrill 
Secretary to t he lOVel'nor 
Jefferson City. ~aaouri 

Dear Sirs 

This is~to aclmowled.;e r eceipt of your letter 
of september 2? • 936. in which you requ at t he opinion 
of tbia Departmen as to wbether a reward IDil7 be le.zall7 
paid to an ot'tice~ of another atate for arresting a 
fuGit1•e from tbe tate o~ saouri . e quote troa 
your letter aa to~lo•aa 

I 
8 I am att~ching hereto an applica-
tion tor a reward tor t he apprehen­
aion or a tugit1Ye f rom justice . 
Am al~o attach1DQ a copy of the 
rewar~ that was iaauo4. 

" .e have received ~n opini on trom 
your office concerning pay ent ot 
rewar a to peace ott icera ot t~ 
State. and I respect tully request 
that ou furnish me an opinion aa 
to whether or not th1a reward should 
be paid . You will note the a ppli­
cant tor thia reward is the Sheriff 
of Pe~y County . Illinois. " 

e have beretotor~ . as stated in ; our letter. 
rendered an opinio~ to you " tbat it la against the Jublle 
policy of t he Stat~ of Missouri tor public of ficials t o 
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receive a rewa~ for the perfot-manoe of their oti'ic1al 
duties and tor wh1ch they receiYe fixed teea aa4 
salarlea." 

'lbe a~ove la undoubtedly t he law and the pol1CJ 
1n moat all or ~e states ot the ' Dion. 

·There ia a dlatinct difference • howeyer • 
betwe., tha performance ot an act pertorlll&d w1. t h in the 
scope ot tbe oft1cer•a oftlcial duty and an act performed 
without the acoPe of hia oft1o1al dut7. 

In 54 c. J •• 788 . ~ct1on S2# 1t is •141 

"Wben an o f leer perforaa the 
aer¥1cea tor which a reard 1a 
ort~ed b.J acts outa14e the 
scope and line ot dut7. there la 
no rule or public policy wb1Cb 
toriA.da b1a claiming tbl reward. 
henQ& he ia entitl<d t o it. 
Tberet'ore. aa they are without 
the aoope ot h1.s duty be aay 
ord1nar117 ola1Dl a reward tor 
act-. done outside ot bia terri• 
t orial jur1adlcti ona. such aa 
t hoae pertoraae4 1n another atate. 
eount;z • or outai• ot h1a cit,'J 
or tor the arreat of ~t1••• 
tro~ another atate . • 

In the case ot Smith •· Vernon Count7 • 188 llo. 
501. one of the early caaea in 111aaouri on tbe subJect. 
it was held that where an officer without tba State ot 
Missouri arreate~ a fugitive from tbia Stat e. the cow-t 
found that the mf,re tact tta t be was a policeman of 
another atate. who in that atate arreated a pereon tor 
Whose a pprehension a count}" court in Ulasour1 bad or ter­
ed a reward. was not deprived ot hie right to reooyer tbe 
reward bi the tact ot h1a ott1c1al poa1t1on. i'be court 
said he waa undet.no legal duty to this State to make the 
arreat and that could not ~ecelye co~penaation from 

I 
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that etate tor 1t. H1a right to the reward 1a not to 
be defeated on th,e ground that a public ott1oer can 
reee1Ye no extra atatuto17 compensation tar the pertot-za­
ance ot a legal duty. 

Alao. the Spr ingfield Court ot Appeals in tbe 
case ot tnv1s v. 1 il1sap, 159 • App . 167. 1. c. 169. 
ca1d the tollowibs 1 

·Fr~ an early da7 1 t ha-e been 
eatabliabed. and continue• to th1a 
time, that an agree•nt to pa7 
moner to a aber1tt or other publ1o 
ott1cer for do1nl wbat he ought to 
do, '-s vold and aga1nat public 
pol1~7. (56 eye . 753; ltick v. •~rry. 

72; &Dlth •• Vernon Co •• 
• 501. 67 s . • 949; Bank • • 
• 81 B. B. 641. 11 L. R. A •• 

• • s. 1170. ) 

•an the other mad. the law baa 
neyer declared that UDder no c1r­
cuaataneea ia an officer ent1tle4 
to the re-,ard. ( Sll1th •· vernon 
Oo. • au.p.raJ Cornnll v. St. ...ouia 
Tran t (;o •• 100 Ito. App. 258. 71 
s. • 306; gg v. erce. 53 
Barb). 38'7; Iloi9U1 .... Stophlet. 179 
Ill. 150• 44 L. R. A. 809, 53 H. E. 
604.) 

•1'11!
1 
:rule 1s eort-ectly declared in 

cro~•ll v . Tranalt Co •• supra. aa 
tol lowe: '~bl1c policy· torblda 
an ~ff1cer from claiming a reward 
tor ~Pttrfo1'1!8nce or any act whicb 1a 
by 1~! a de part ot bJ.a dut7 • but 1t 
an oiftloer pertorma an act or renders 
exttiLordin&rT aerv1cea. alike b.,-on4 
and outside the 11m1 t of b1a ord1naJ7 
official dut7 am tor wh1oh a rewar4 
ba.a !been off ered. be becomes ent1 t1e4 
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to uch additi onal remuneration 
and DB7 lawfttlly ttake clai m thereto 
w1 out violation of the policy ot 
the law.' 

"Ill lleechem on Public orr1cera. 
aec 1on ass. it i s aa14J ' Mlere 
a a erltr 1n reliance upon tba 
ott tt of a re~d. aearche a ror a 
cr nal who baa e soaped !"rom hie 
co ty. and captures b1m 1D 
ano her count7• 01' follows a 
1'ug tlve from justice lmd ap pz-ehende 
him 1.n another state. be 1s entitled 
to &' reward• tH ( Itallcs ours) 

It 1s. therefore. OUl'" opinion that under t he 
facta aa stated in the e.xh1b1ts attached to ,.-our request 
for the opinion. the Qlerlr t ot Peri'J" Oounf:T • Ill1no1a. 
1s entitled t o tbe reward offered by the off 1o1ale ot 
this State. 

APPROVED I 

CRHtEG 
Encs. 

We are returning herew1 th the exb1b1ta . 

COVELL R. SEWITT 
Assistant Attornq- General 


