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OLD 1GE PENSIONS: Applications for assistance should 

be dated on the day actually re­
ceived by the county board , and 
compensation, if any, should commence 
on the first day of the month follow­
ing that on which the appli cation was 
actually r eceived. 

December 11 11 1935 
I '), ... 11 

141aa Reba ~ . Choate FILED Assistant Oommlaaioner Old Ag~ 
Assistance D1v1e1on /5 Jerferaon 01ty.W1•aour1 

Dear 14adam: 

This will acknowledge receipt ot your request 
tor an opinion . which reads ae 1'ollows z 

•nurtng the month ot Septeaber 
the St.Louis Old Age Asaiatance 
Board received s .loo applications. 
On September 28 the St . Louis ottice 
closed ita o1'f 1ce and reLuae4 to 
take any applications . It waa 
November • before we could persuade 
them to reopen. The St.Lo~ia ott1ce 
n~ aaka it it may date all applica­
t ione back to September 28 . 

We have ~oriled th•. St . Louis 
office that the ap~l1cat1ons mnat 
be notarized on the day tiled and 
not dated back. They 11 howeYer. 
have aaked ~ to request an 
opinian of your otf1oe as to 
whether or not these application• 
tiled 1n • ovember can be honored 
as o£ September. 

lla7 we haYe an opinion ot y-our 
ottice on t his matter . " 



' -­·-

Miaa Reba E. Choate - 2- December 11, 1935 

Section 9 or the Old Age Aasi~tance Act, Laws 
or 1935, page 310, provides an applicant for assistance 
shall deliver his claim, in writing, to the county court, 
in the manner and t'orm prescr ibed by the State ~ard. 
Said section reads as follows& 

"An applicant for assistance shall 
deliver his claim, in writing , to 
the county board, in the manner 
and torm prescribed by the State 
Board. All statements in the 
application shall be sworn to or 
at'tirmed by the applicant, setting 
rorth •hat all facts are true in 
ever material point. " 

Section 14 of said act provid••z 

"'lhe assistance, U allowed,sball 
commence on the first day of the 
calendar month, following that 
on which the petiti on was received 
by the county board. n 

It is a t"undamental principle of statutory· 
construction that words or colllllon use are to be con­
strued 1n their natu.ral and ordina17 •an1ng. It il 
also a cardinal principle that where a statute i1 plain 
and unambiguous there is no rooa tor construction. 
Sections 9 and 14, supra, are plain and unaabiguoua J 
Section 9 provides that an applicant shall deliver hie 
claim, in wrl t1ng. to the count7 board 1n the manner 
and form prescribed bJ the State ~ard, and Section 14 
provides that tne asalatanee, if allowed, shall commence 
on the tirat da7 of the calendar month following that 
on which the petition was received by the County Board . 

' It ia, therefore, the opinion of this off i ce tbat 
an application tor assistance should be dated on the day 
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it is actually rece1ve4 by the CoUDty Court, that is, 
the day such application 1s delivered to the count7 
board by the applicant~ ana the aasiatance, if allowed. 
shall commence on the first day of the calendar month 
following that on which the- peti t1on wa·e delivered to 
and r&ce1Ted by the county boardQ 

Yours ver,y truly. 

J . E. TAYLOR 
Assistant Attorney General 

APPROVED: 

JOHN W. HOFF ill , ir. 
(Acting ) Attorney General 

JF.l' :LC 


