MISSOURI ATHISTIC -COMMISSION: See. 12999, ReS. 1929 in using words
"gross receipts” means receipts from all sources in connecticn with
any boxing, sparring or wrestling exhibition,

April 9, 1938, File®n

5

Athletlie Commispsion of Missouri,
3132 Troost :rvenue,
Kengas City, Nissouri,

t i ottt
Centlemen:

This department is in receipt of your request for
an opinion as to the fellowing state of facts:

"%e sre writing you for &
written opinion in regard to
the money we are collecting

from concessions being tod
in the majority of wrestling and
boxing shows t out the State

of ¥issouri,

¥e pave sucecossfully collected
this feo ever sinoce the Commission
was orpganigzed im 1929, with one
exception, and that is in one of
the nu&ﬂoﬂm in %t. lLouis,
In Section 2 of the laws governing
bon‘nc and wrestling, it states
that,
*The Commission is to
eolleect five per cent of
the gross receipts of
boxing, sparring or
wrestling exhibition held
such funds to be mmul
for by the said \‘thletie
Commission of the State of
Missouri,"

¥hat we want to know ia, whether the
word ‘gross' is to be construed to
cover all taken in from every-
thing connee with the thw or
simply from the date, " * * °



Athletio Commission of Nissouri April 9, 1930,
-

Section 12999, M., Mo, 1929 provides in part as
follows;

" .o Thtrl to solleet
m‘ license of ten

un-n (210,00) for
license ifssued, and to colleot
Secaipie of Svery besing, &

P . ””r
o weustiing smdinitica helky each
funds to be secoounted for by the
sald athletic commisaion of the
State of lissouri, and deposited
monthly in the state treasury
and by the stste troesurer set
apart into & fund %o be known as
the athlotic eommission fund.”

“tatutes and ordinances imposing licenses and dusiness
taxes are MR t9 bes eonstrued liberally in favor of the
citigens snd strietly against the govermment, “The rule, however,
does not compel en adherense to the nere letter of the law op
to striet grasmmatical oconstruction so as to defeant the plain
logislative i ntent,.” Porter v, State, 56 ila, 66,

. Volume 37 Corpus Jurie, page 249 states the genersl
rule,

"Lllbinty for a license fee
and the nature and ez-
it oF ot liability, depend
upon the tarms of the statute
or ordinanee by Ilauh tha fee

or tax is imposed,”
mm plain terus of the statute, the Commission n u
oollect

of the groes receipts of svery mnt. -t:
srestling mlbulu. Pothing is said in the statu ulsul.
the souree from which ssid gross receipts should be estimated,
The recelipts obtained from concessions, ete., are collected by
reason of their being connected with the boxing, sparring or
wrestiing exhibition in eonjunetion with whioh ~y iy AN

-'“.

{ S1¢

In view of the foregoing, it 1s the opinion of tiis
departnent that it was the intention of the Legislature sthat the



ishletie Commission of o, spril 9, 19838,
-

words *gross receipts”, as used in Jeetion 12999, 1.7, L0,
1929 should be taken to inslude the reeelpts from all
sourees obtalned in connoetion or in conjunetion with smy
boxing, sparring or wrestliag exkibition,

Nespeetfully submitted,

JOHR ¥, ROPRIAR, Jr,,
sasistant ittorney Censral




